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ANNUAL 

OFFICIAL  REPORTS 

 OF  THE  

TOWN  OF  OAKHAM, 

  FOR  THE  

FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  MAR.  1, 
1900. 


CHARLES  E. 


BARRE,  MASS.  : 

ROGERS,  STEAM  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER, 
GAZETTE  OFFICE. 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1890, 


TOWN    CLEKK  : 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

SELECTMEN  : 

C.  H.  PARKER,        D.  R.  DEAN,        JAMES  LEYDEN. 

ASSESSORS  : 

H.  W.  LINCOLN,     S.  H.  BULLARD,     WM.  GAFENEY. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,   WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,    WM.  S.  SPEAR. 

COLLECTOR : 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD. 

TREASURER : 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

CONSTABLES : 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  W.  R.  DEAN, 

H.  P.  AUSTIN,  WM.  GAFFNEY. 

AUDITOR  : 

WALTER  M.  ROBINSON. 

FENCE  VIEWERS  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,      A.  C.  BULLARD,      L.  N.  HASKELL. 

SURVEYORS    OF    LUMBER  : 

D.  R.  DEAN. 
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SURVEYORS   OF   WOOD    AND  BARK. 

D.  R.  DEAN,  ALBERT  HAPGOOD, 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,  MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS, 

H.  AV.  LINCOLN. 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEES : 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS,     F.  E.  DAVIS,     JESSE  ALLEN. 

CEMETERY   COMMITTEE  : 

D.  R.  DEAN,      WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,     JESSE  ALLEN. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 

WM.  A.  NYE. 

CATTLE  INSPECTOR. 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD. 

TREE    WARDEN  : 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

UNDERTAKER  : 

JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK. 

SEALER   OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  : 

CHARLES  M.  PACKARD. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  SELECTMEN. 


We  have  the  privilege  of  bringing  before  you  the  following 
report  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1900 : 


TOWN  CLERK. 


Paid  town  clerk  for  services,  $25  30 

Postage  and  stationery,  1  53 

Express  on  books.  4  00 


S30  83 


COLLECTOR. 

Paid  collector  for  services,  875  00 

Postage  and  stationery,  5  00 

Tax  bills,  1  40 

Collector's  book,  1  50 

Collector's  cash  book,  1  75 

  84  65 

TREASURER. 

Paid  treasurer  for  services,  25  00 

SELECTMEN. 

Paid  C.  H.  Parker,  825  00 

D.  R.  Dean,  25  00 

James  Leyden,    .  25  00 

Telephoning,  1  15 

Postage  on  reports,  1  65 
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Paid  pens  and  holders,  -5 

Express  on  reports,  -° 

Stamps,  etc.,  1  00 

ASSESSORS. 

Paid  Assessors  for  services  : 

H.  W.  Lincoln.  832  50 

S.  H.  Billiard,  27  50 

Wm.  Gaffney,  23  75 

Canvassing  blanks,  1  50 

Printing  reports,  16  25 

Postage,  3  00 


Coldbrook  Springs. 

Mvron  A.  Butterlield,  l(l  ",() 

C.  11.  Parker  &  Sou,  •"» 


-l  PEKINTENDEXT  OF  STREETS. 

Paid  W.  A.  Nye,  highways,  §1000  00 

( >pening  roads,  77s  1,1 


879  30 


104  50 


AIDITOR. 

Paid  auditor  for  services,  Wm.  M.  Robinson,  15  00 

SUPPORT  OF  PAUPERS. 

Paid  overseers  of  poor,  -10  85 

SCHOOL  EXPENSE.. 

Paid  school  committee,  1885  63 

STREET  LAMPS. 

Paid  Charles  Geoffrey,  $U  ;">7 

F.  S.  Conant,  oil,  1  55 

C.  N.  Ayres,  11  00 


!4  12 


14  35 


1 778  15 
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STATE  AID. 

Paid  Myron  Kennen,  §60  00 

S.  Amanda  Reed,  48  00 

Eliza  Caldwell,  48  00 

J.  E.  Stone,  48  00 

II.  M.  Green,  36  00 

E.  S.  Parker,  8  00 

Frank  Sherman,  4  00 

Charles  W.  Clark,  3  00 


  8255  00 

BALLOT  CLERKS  AXD  TELLERS. 

Paid  C.  P.  Hill,  84  00 

W.  C.  Ayres.  2  00 

W.  R.  Dean.  2  00 

W.  M.  Robinson,  2  00 

•      H.  S.  Harwoorl,  4  00 

 14  00 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  library  trustees,  50  00 

REPAIRS  OX  OLD  TOWN  HALL. 


Smith  Green  Co.,  lime  and  hair, 

81(3 

40 

Freight  on  same, 

1 

21 

H.  P.  Austin,  labor, 

5 

77 

Dennis  Leyden,  labor, 

(3 

(30 

Utley  Lumber  Co., 

1  1 

39 

D.  D.  Hilton,  lath, 

9 

50 

Geo.  Briggs,  carting  lime, 

1 

42 

C.  M.  Reed,  labor. 

1 

80 

Thomas  Tobin,  labor, 

(30 

W.  A.  Woodis,  lalior, 

1 

57 

C.  P.  Hill,  labor, 

12 

si 

F.  A.  Foster,  labor, 

<; 

00 

I 


Paid  C.  H.  Cleveland,  labor,  $22  17 

H.  A.  Crawford,  labor,  4  It 

N.  W.  Packard,  nails,  3  "22 

James  Leydeu,  3  50 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 

Paid  J.  H.  O.  Lovell,  printing  ballots,  SH  50 

F.  S.  Blancharrl,  reports,  36  SO 
Jesse  Allen,  tree  warden,  f5  32 

G.  W.  Stone,  Memorial  day,  2  56 
J.  P.  Fairbanks,  burial  agent,  35  00 
Note  and  interest,  810  67 
J.  E.  Stone,  wood  for  hall,  14  25 
G.  N.  Briggs,  plank  for  well,  56 
F.  A.  Smith,  insurance,  17  50 
Carter  Ink  Co.,  ink,  7o 
Win.  S.  Crawford,  constable,  4  62 
Cemetery  committee,  25  00 
F.  E.  Davis,  care  of  hall,  10  00 
F.  E.  Davis,  ringing  bell,  35  00 
J.  P.  Fairbank,  services  as  sexton,  18  00 
Discount  on  taxes.  ,sl 
Arrest  of  Andrew  J.  Brown,  H  28 
Search  warrant,  -  70 


SI  08  16 


1218  32 

$5900  86 


KKCA1MTLI.ATION. 

Paid  town  officers,  $33'.i  -s 

Supporl  of  paupers,  2D)  8-i 

Scl  Is.  1885  Bf 

Streel  lights,  38  17 

Highways,  177s  15 


Paid  State  aid,  $255  00 

Ballot  clerks  and  tellers,  14  00 

Public  library,  50  00 

Repairs  on  old  town  hall,  108  16 

Miscellaneous  expenses,  1218  32 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


$5906  86 


CLARENCE  H  PARKER, 
DAVID  R.  DEAN, 
JAMES  LEY  DEN, 

Selectmen  of  Oakham. 


LIST  OF  JL'HORS  AS  REVISED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN. 

E.  L.  Parker, 

James  Sheern, 

Geo.  W.  Stone, 
W.  C.  Bliss, 

S.  H.  Haskell, 

H.  B.  Parker. 
Jesse  Allen, 

Thomas  Tobin, 
Frank  Nye. 

Wm.  S.  Crawford, 


I 


Treas  urer's    Report . 


Dr. 


ash  balance,  S 

1596 

21 

Use  of  Town  Hall 

31 

50 

Slip  of  m'lun)]  sinnilip^ 

4 

(34 

J.  Levden,  auctioneer's  license. 

0 

00 

H.  P.  Austin,  auctioneer's  license, 

•> 

00 

T?    npin    hiTfpTiPv's  1  i  pp  n  sp 

1  J  .    x\  *    Y.J  Villi*     LI  1 1  IV_  UCl    o  ll^tllOv^ 

1 

00 

Rni'i'fiwpd  from  WnrPPstiPV  Oonntv  Tri*»ti- 

1 1 1 1 1 n n  for  Si  vino'5 

I  LI  L  It  '  LI    1  L.1 1     O  «-*  V  1 L  Lg*  O  , 

800 

00 

Education  state  children, 

46 

50 

Mrs.  Rugg.  ashes. 

2 

00 

Matthew  Walker,  trial  justice. 

0 

90 

Mortar,  lime  and  hair, 

4 

15 

Transportation  state  children, 

i>_' 

nn 
1 II 1 

High  school  tuition  refunded, 

bo 

•  )0 

Mass.  school  fund, 

559 

18 

Tuition  of  Boston  children, 

108 

00 

Corporation  tax, 

7 

97 

National  bank  tax, 

o7 

97 

State  aid  refunded, 

2o6 

(ID 

Dog  tax  refunded, 

17-.) 

08 

[nterest  on  bank  deposits, 

13 

23 

Win.  S.  Crawford,  collector, 

3892 

(J  7 

Cr. 

i  by  vote  of  the  tOWn, 

89 

89 

(living  Selectmen's  orders, 

5906 

86 

Cash  on  hand, 

1  758 

75 

•  f; rove  cemetery  1  rust  fund  (Rev.  Geo. 

H.  I  iould), 

SI  00 

no 

Respect fully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 

Ti'dlSU  rcr . 


Collector's  Report. 


Dr. 

Taxes  committed  for  collection  in  1899  : 

State  tax,  §180  00 

County  tax,  369  00 

Town  tax,  4118  40 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1896,  23  21 

"        1897,  137  13 

1898,  1.077  15 

Interest  on  taxes,  36  61 


Cr. 


Paid  state  tax,  $180  00 

County  tax,  3611  00 

Treasurer's  receipts,  3892  67 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1897,  62  13 

"              "        1898,  352  i:> 

"              "        1899,  108.")  55 


§5941  50 


85941  50 


Respectfully  submitted. 


WM.  S.  CRAWFORD, 

Collector 


REPORT   OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  superintendent  of  streets  makes  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1900 : 


r  yji\   rv  Jcj  it  ax  x\  j.  i\vj 

111  \j  xx  yy  ii  x  u . 

Xtiiu  \\ .  a.,  xij  e, 

<p<-»—  x 

95 

M.  M.  Butterfield, 

29 

35 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

57 

40 

D.  M.  Parker,  estate, 

37 

71 

L.  P.  Green, 

111 

17 

Edwin  Green, 

124 

13 

N.  J.  Green, 

117 

29 

S.  F.  Woodis, 

111 

41 

Lewis  Snow, 

2 

03 

Wallace  Grimes, 

10 

27 

Albert  Hapgood, 

10 

06 

Geo.  E.  Allen,  Barre, 

8 

25 

Patrick  McGreevey, 

1 

38 

C.  C.  Hunt, 

6 

76 

C.  R.  Bothwell, 

3 

40 

R.  F.  Parker, 

8 

42 

D.  R.  Dean, 

4 

50 

C.  H.  Parker, 

1 

50 

Ross  Bros.,  Worcester, 

5 

15 

Lovcll  Anns  and  Cycle  Co., 

1  1 

50 

Repairs  on  scraper  and  tools, 

7 

10 

W.  C.  Ay )cs, 

2 

67 

SKIOO  00 
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OPENING  ROADS. 


W.  A.  Nye, 

S23 

67 

Geo.  N.  Briggs, 

18 

27 

S.  H.  Bullard, 

9 

21) 

Frank  Fobes, 

5 

07 

Charles  Hebert  Geoffrey, 

6 

38 

0.  S.  Clifford, 

5 

22 

C.  M.  Maynard, 

5 

7!) 

B.  S.  Reed, 

G 

82 

John  E.  Stone, 

45 

75 

L.  P.  Green, 

6 

91 

N.  J.  Green, 

7 

35 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

4 

98 

Martin  White, 

26 

60 

P.  O'Donnell, 

16 

08 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

15 

12 

H.  A.  Crawford, 

20 

91 

Joel  Bullard, 

5 

07 

H.  W.  Lincoln, 

26 

67 

TTqvvv  Tfl  Tinvmo* 

4 

7^ 

C.  C.  Hunt, 

3 

50 

E.  S.  Crawford, 

5 

06 

Frank  A.  Tobin, 

2 

19 

Geo.  W.  Stone, 

22 

15 

S.  F.  Woodis, 

79 

Geo.  Loring, 

3 

58 

Justin  Rawson, 

7 

03 

Walter  A.  Woodis, 

5 

43 

Eugene  Sanders, 

4 

37 

J.  C.  Rutherford, 

2 

63 

W.  W.  Grimes, , 

2 

66 

Geo.  W.  Reed, 

96 

Thomas  Winter, 

4 

90 

11 


Paid  Sidney  Dean, 

S2  28 

Win.  Gaffney, 

20  23 

John  P.  Gaffney, 

37  83 

Clifford  Knight, 

5  2(» 

Leon  Hapgood, 

4  81 

Henry  Bartlett, 

24  08 

J.  H.  Keep, 

26  92 

M.  M.  Butterfield, 

25  49 

James  Allen, 

1  75 

George  Clarke, 

1  40 

George  Edwin, 

1  93 

Patrick  McGreevey, 

9  15 

Henry  Cnmraings, 

5  79 

Joseph  Cummings, 

2  70 

W.  M.  Robinson, 

11  69 

Wm.  Parkman, 

5  12 

David  Hallowell, 

G  22 

Patrick  Cmnmings, 

2  28 

W.  A.  Bushnell, 

2  72 

j .  l .  Jr  an  Dank, 

3  32 

E.  P.  Maynard, 

5  07 

Andrew  Burke, 

3  93 

Edwin  Green, 

7  34 

John  Gaffney, 

12  75 

W.  B,  Dean, 

13  29 

John  Bowen, 

1  28 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

1  58 

F.  L.  Naramore, 

5  25 

James  Scott, 

31  88 

( 'liurlcK  ( 'larkc, 

7  35 

J.  1,.  Perrell, 

5  95 

Adnlpll  Willi.', 

7  73 

N.  .Mayo, 

■1  37 

A.  Maynavd, 

4  38 

15 


1  A.  Pelkea,  - 

84  37 

Elmer  Alleu, 

96 

Tom  Moran, 

2  63 

Patrick  Moran, 

5  42 

Edson  Hapgood, 

4  55 

John  Gilboy, 

28  88 

James  K.  Clark, 

7  35 

J.  K.  Clarke,  Jr., 

4  75 

Frank  Burt, 

4  75 

G.  H.  Morse, 

3  50 

Clement  Ayres, 

4  56 

L.  A.  Snow, 

4  9S 

Herbert  Hapgood, 

6  29 

John  Sanders, 

5  87 

Leon  Sanders, 

4  37 

Fred  Parmenter, 

14  40 

Edmond  Cbagnon, 

1  40 

D.  R.  Dean, 

5  42 

Dennis  Leyden, 

7  00 

James  Leyden, 

12  23 

Sylvester  Haskell, 

1  23 

John  P.  Day, 

0 

1  23 

  $778  15 

The  guide  posts  and  boards  are  erected  and  maintained  as 
required  by  law,  and  are  iu  good  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  A.  NYE, 

Street  Superintendent. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  of  the  POOR. 


Paid  for  support  of  Almira  Woodis,  $52  00 

Support  of  Earl  Thresher,  58  93 

Support  of  Mrs.  Daniel  Rogers,  5  25 

For  family  of  Mrs.  L.  M.  Lloyd,  27  67 
A.  L.  Potter,  expense  in  removal  of  Mrs. 

Field,  5  50 

For  sending  Peter  Bedoir  to  Canada,  5  00 

Clerk  of  the  Courts,  for  certificate,  1  50 

Wm.  S.  Crawford,  for  34  tramps,  8  50 

J.  Allen,  12  trips  to  Holden,  30  00 

Same,  two  trips  to  Spencer,  4  00 

Same,  general  service,  7  00 

Wm.  S.  Spear,  trip  to  Spencer,  1  50 

Same,  general  service,  '»  00 

Wm.  S.  Crawford,  general  service,  6  00 

Postage,  1  00 


$219  85 


Respect  fully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD, 

WM.  S.  SPEAR, 

Overseers  <>!'  the  Poor 


TEOTH    ANNUAL    REPORT    OF  THE 

POOR  FARM  ASSOCIATION 

For  The  Year  Ending  Jan.  31,  1900. 


INMATES  RECEIVING  SUPPORT. 

HoLDEN. 

Name.           Age.           Admitted.                  No.  Days. 

Lizzie  Kenney,  43  years,  April  1,  1890,           Continues.  365 

Nahnm  S.  Newton,  G9  years,  Dec.  24,  '91,               "  365 

Winfred  Durdeen,  50  years,  June  22,  '97,                "  365 

Newton  Marshall,  59  years,  Jan.  15,  '98,  left  March  21,  49 

Charles  Prue,  77  years,  May  17,  left  May  31,  120 

John  Doyle,  56  years,  Feb.  27,  left  March  28,  29 


1293 

HlJBBARDSTOX. 

David  Rice,  81  years,  April  1,  '90,  continues.  365 

Mary  Savage,  45  years,  Sept.  8,  '99,  "  145 

Hattie  Dexter,  55  years,  Oct.  2,  '99,  «  121 


631 

Paxtox. 

Carrie  Snow,  45  years,  April  10,  '9(>,  continues.  365 

Mitchel  Kerrivan,  57  years,  Dec.  7,  '9!),  left  Dec.  13,  6 


37  1 


i 
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Phillipston. 


Mrs.  David  Chickering,  76  years,  Oct,  6,  '99,  continues.  117 
Eldora  Baker,  31  years,  Oct.  9,  '99,  114 
Ernest  Baker,  12  years,  Oct.  9,  left  Dec.  21,  73 


304 

Rutland. 


Elizabeth  Deinond,  80  years,  May  6,  '95,  died  Sept.  5,  217 
Rosa  Roen,  62  yrs.,  Apr.  26,'97,  away  1  week,  continues.  358 
John  Keller,  39  years,  Nov.  15,  '98,  left  April  24,  returned 

qc^  21  continues.  185 

Dennis  Turner,  84  years,  July  17,  '99,  198 
Celina  Turner,  67  years,  July  17,  '99,  198 


1156 


RoYALSTON. 


John  Flagg,  80  years,  May  16,  '99,  ran  away  Oct.  5,  142 
Martin  Follen,  36  years,  May  19,  '99,  left  June  24,  39 


181 


Westminster. 

Adeline  Eager,  59  years,  April  1,  1892,  continues.  365 

Margaret  Cronin,  54  years,  April  1,  1892,  365 
Sarah  Blake,  60  years,  May  23,  '08,  "  365 

Epliraim  Luikin,  72  years,  Feb.  23,  left  May  5,  returned 

May  28,  left  June  1!), 
Charles  Barber,  25  years,  Feb.  17,  left  Apr.  4,  46 

1234 

Total  -lays  bomd  furnished,  5170,  or  738}  weeks. 
Average  weekly  number,  I  I  ', 


19 


The  following  named  persons  boarded  at  the  Institution, 
for  which  §3.00  a  week  was  received : 


The  last  two  continuing. 

Lavina  B.  Field,  of  Oakham,  remained  as  a  boarder  for  -| 
week,  and  Eunice  Walker,  of  the  same  town,  1 24  weeks  until 
her  death  May  1,  their  friends  jmying  the  actual  pro  rata  ex- 
pense. 

Total  number  of  inmates  26,  one  of  whom  died.  Eight 
were  discharged,  one  ran  away;  and  1 6  remain,  one  of  whom, 
Nahum  S.  Newton,  a  pensioner  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
remains  from  choice,  Holden  receiving  remuneration  for  his 
support. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  are  as  follows : 


J.  M.  Henshaw,  of  Hubbardston, 
Abigail  Haggett,  Holden, 
W.  H.  Smith,  Oakham, 


4|  weeks. 
334  weeks. 
16-s  weeks. 


Total. 


5ii  weeks, 


Receipts. 


Milk, 

Stock, 

Calves, 

Pork, 

Eggs, 


$1166  51 


97  99 
13  75 
9  54 
37  02 

15  01 
9  53 

190  00 

16  22 


Peas  and  beans, 
Pumpkins  and  squashes, 
Board, 

Sundry  receipts, 


$1556  17 


Expenditures. 


Paid  warden's  aud  matron's  salaries, 
Inside  labor, 
Outside  labor, 


$600  00 
156  27 
70  78 
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$344  51 
544  36 
134  56 
35  32 
67  10 


Paid  groceries, 
Grain, 
Meat, 
Fish, 
Flour, 

Fertilizer,  tools  and  seeds,  lo2  29 

•      Stock,  134  50 

Dry  goods,  f±  69 

Boots  and  shoes,  24  80 

Furniture,  70  32 

Blacksmithing  and  harness  repairs,  50  25 

Medical  attendance  and  medicine,  43  10 

Bread  and  pastry,  16  74 

Tobacco  and  snuff,  9  52 

Insurance, 
Ice, 

Miscellaneous,  38  80 

Forty  cords  wood,  cut  on  farm,  40  00 

Bent, 


33  08 
7  50 


325  00 


Interest  on  personal  property,  120  99 

 boll -J  -iO 

Less  receipts,  1556  17 

Balance  net  expense,  $1557  31 

Cost  per  week  for  each  inmate,  $2,108. 

The  net  expense  to  each  town  is  as  follows : 

„  $38!)  49 

Hul>l>:u'dston, 

111  ((> 

Paxton, 

»•  •  aS  ai 

Rutland,  _.  r-) 

o      it.,  54  53 

RoyalstoD,  . 

Westminster,  _____ 

$1557  31 
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Oakham  was 

fortunate  in  having 

no  inmates. 

The  followin 

g  table 

gives  condition  since  the 

association 

was  organized: 

NO. 

WEEKLY 

TOTAL 

COST 

INMATES. 

AVERAGE. 

NO.  WEEKS. 

PER  WEEK. 

First  year, 

12 

7ft 

3774 

82.875 

Second  year, 

16 

lift 

586 

2.243 

Third  year, 

26 

21ft 

1142 

1.959 

*Fourth  year, 

30 

967 

2.232 

Fifth  year, 

30 

18.89 

9822- 

2.545 

Sixth  year, 

36 

18-14 

984 

2.30 

Seventh  year, 

30 

19H 

1032 

2.138 

Eighth  yeai-, 

30 

19f 

1022° 

1.829 

Ninth  year, 

27 

l»i 

1001 ' 

2.00 

Tenth  year, 

26 

7384 

2.108 

*  Ten  months. 

The  Association  closes  the  first  decade  of  its  existence  under 
favorable  conditions.  The  fact  that  only  one  of  the  inmates 
has  died,  and  that  843.10  covers  the  cost  of  medicines  and 
medical  attendance,  speaks  well  for  the  health  of  the  Institu- 
tion. The  average  weekly  number  has  been  materially  less 
than  at  a'iy  time  since  the  second  year,  when  the  Association 
contained  only  the  four  original  towns.  This  deficiency  has 
been  partly  made  up  by  the  taking  of  boarders,  from  whom 
nearly  $21)0  has  been  received.  A  hotel  size  Magee  range  has 
been  purchased,  and  fills  a  long-felt  need.  By  vote  of  the 
Board  of  Management  taken  May  2,  the  Town  of  Royalston 
was  admitted  to  the  Association,  and  it  might  be  well  to  con- 
sider further  additions.  The  crops  have  been  exceptionally 
good,  the  income  exceeding  by  a  few  dollars  that  of  any  previ- 
ous year.  The  herd  of  cows,  sixteen  in  number,  is  such  as 
any  owner  would  be  proud  of;  it  has  been  increased  from  eight 
which  were  kept  ten  years  ago,  and  now  rills  the  barn  to  its 
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utmost  capacity.  As  there  was  sufficient  ha}-  and  forage  har- 
vested to  have  wintered  a  number  more,  the  question  is  brought 
to  our  attention  of  whether  Holden  will  build  on  an  addition 
to  the  barn,  or  whether  the  Association  will  sell  hay  ? 

The  present  efficient  warden  and  matron  have  been  engaged 
for  another  year. 

f 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

HOBART  RAYMOND,  Westminster,  President. 

JESSE  ALLEN,  Oakham,  Secretary, 

FRED  T.  HOLT,  Holden,  Treasurer. 

WARREN  CLARK,  Hubbardstou, 

HENRY  H.  PIKE,  Paxton, 

D.  WEBSTER  BAKER,  Phillipston, 

HENRY  A.  KENNEN,  Rutland, 

CALEB  W.  DAY,  Royalston, 

Board  of  Management. 
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Free  Public  Library. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Dr. 

Balance  on  hand,  $28  33 

Annual  appropriation,  50  00 

Fines  and  >a'e  of  catalogues,  3  34 

  S81  67 

Cr. 

Paid  for  care  of  library,  S25  00 

Exchange  of  books  with  Coldbrook,  20  00 

For  new  books,  6  75 

For  record  book,  1  .">() 

Express,  8 1 

Cash  on  hand,  27  61 

  $81  67 

Present  number  of  volumes  in  library,  .983 
Added  during  year,  29 
Number  taken  out  during  year,  1618 
Largest  number  taken  out  in  one  day,  53 
Number  persons  taking  out  books,  109 


The  International  Library  uf  Famous  Literature,  compris- 
ing twenty  beautiful  volumes,  has  been  given  to  the  library  by 
some  kind,  unknown  friend. 

M.  L.  WOODIS, 
F.  E.  DAVIS, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 

Library  Trustees. 


REPORT   OF   CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 


Dr. 

To  appropriation  of  1899,  §25  00 

Income  of  Eev.  G.  H.  Gould  fund,  6  38 


$31  38 


Cb. 


Paid  for  care  of  "  Gould  lot,"  West  Cemetery,   81  00 
Cash  on  band,  30  38 

  $31  38 

By  law  of  the  state,  all  the  cemeteries  of  the  town  should 
be  under  the  care  of  the  cemetery  committe,  and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  local  cemetery  organizations  turn  over  their 
care  and  funds  to  the  cemetery  committee,  and  that  a  small 
annual  appropriation  be  made  by  the  town  for  the  general  care 
of  all  the  cemeteries  in  town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W^b  S.  CRAWFORD, 
DAVID  R.  DEAN, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 

Ct'metcn/  Committee. 


School  Report, 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Dr. 


To   amount   of   appropriation,  including 

transportation,  $1300  00 

Eeceived  from  state  school  fund,  559  18 

"     dog  tax  refunded,  179  08 

"         "     high  school,  .     ■  G5  50 

"         "     education  of  state  chil- 
dren, 46  50 
"         "     transportation  state  chil- 
dren, 62  00 
"         "     education  of  Boston  chil- 
dren,                       108  00 
"         "     school  supplies,  4  64 
For  school  house  repairs,            25  00 

 $2349  90 

Cr. 

By  expenses  of  the  several  schools  as  follo-ws : 

Center  School — Grammar. 
Amount  paid  Miss  Florence  E.  Both-well, 

spring  term,  $100  00 

Miss  Florence  E.  Bothwell,  fall  term,  110  00 
Miss  Florence  E.  Both-well,  winter  term,  110  00 

 j;320  do 


2(3 

Center  School — Primary. 

Amount  paid  Minnie  G.  Woodis,  spring  term,  870  00 
Minnie  G.  Woodis,  fall  term,  77  00 

Minnie  L.  Woodis,  winter  term,  88  00 

  $235  00 

For  fuel,  00 
Care  of  furnace  and  schoolrooms,  34  15 

Total  expenses  of  Center  schools,   8629  15 

Coldbrook  School. 

Amount  paid  Miss  Minnie  Mellen,  spring  term,  890  0U 

Miss  Bertha  Atkins,  fall  term,                   99  00 

Miss  Minnie  Mellen,  winter  term,              99  00 

Fuel,                                                   '  12  00 

Care  of  house,                                          9  85 

 .  $309  85 

Weft  School 

Amount  paid  Miss  Flossie  Paquin,  spring 

term,  $65  "0 

Miss  Flossie  Paquin,  fall  term,  71  50 

Miss  Lillian  Harrington,  winter  term,  88  no 
Fuel,  15  00 

Care  uf  house,  8  80 


8248  30 


South  Si-hool. 


Amount  paid  Miss  Adelle  Parker,  spring  term,  $65  00 
Miss  Adelle  Parker,  fall  term,  71  50 

Miss  Eva  A.  Stone,  winter,       .  77  00 

Fuel,  11  00 

Care  of  house,  9  05 

  8233  55 


f 
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Paid  town  of  Rutland,  high  school  tuition,.     S65  50 
For  transportation  of  scholars,  78  30 

Repairs  on  school  houses,  9  15 

School  supplies,  207  22 

Care  school  supplies,  10  00 

Supervision,  Jesse  Allen,  $40  56 

Supervision.  Minnie  L.  Wcodis,  23  50 
Supervision,  H.  W.  Lincoln,        29  00 


93  06 

  $463  23 


Total  expense  of  schools,  $1884  08 

SCHOOL  SUPPLIES. 

Value  on  hand  March  1,  1900,  8196  25 

Value"  on  hand  March  1,  1899,  155  32 

The  State  Board  of  Education  have  directed  that  in  the 
future  the  school  year  should  begin  with  Sept.  1,  and  end 
with  the  spring  term.  Therefore,  no  further  report  can  be 
made  at  present. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 
MINNIE  L.  WOODIS, 
HORACE  W.  LINCOLN, 

School  Committee. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  and  approved  the 
accounts  of  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  poor,  school  committee, 
road  commissioner,  tax  collector,  treasurer,  library  trustees, 
and  cemetery  committee,  and  have  found  them  to  be  correct. 

W.  M.  ROBINSON, 

,  1  uditor. 


Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  in  Oakham 

in  1899. 


BIRTHS. 

May  26.    Daughter  (Marion  Corbin)  to  John  C.  Rutherford. 
July  15.    Daughter  (Jennie  T.)  to  Walter  H.  Bullard. 
July  24.    Daughter  (Susie  W.)  to  Frank  Winslow. 
Nov.  4.    Son  (George  W.)  to  Walter  R.  Dean. 
Nov. 30.    Son  (Ralph  B.)  to  Edmund  Cody. 

MARRIAGES. 

Jan.  30.    Walter  H.  Bullard  to  Mabel  L.  Caldwell. 
Feb.  15.    John  Davidson  to  Blanche  M.  Caldwell. 
July    2.    Herman  Sanders  to  Amanda  Como. 
Aug.  14.    Fred  H.  Clark  to  Bertha  Miller. 

DEATHS. 


YRS. 

MOS. 

DAYS 

Jan.  11. 

John  N.  Morse, 

84 

11 

11 

Feb.  23. 

Dea.  James  Packard, 

74 

11 

29 

Feb.  -IS. 

Mrs.  Sophia  Crawford, 

95 

3 

21 

Mar.  6. 

Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Smith, 

68 

3 

0 

Mar.  15. 

John  Gaffney, 

66 

0 

0 

Mar.  25. 

Daniel  M.  Parker, 

SI 

4 

23 

Apr.  3. 

Jasper  P.  Morse, 

75 

1 

25 

Apr.  14. 

Edwin  S.  Parker, 

55 

7 

12 

May  1. 

Miss  Kunice  t  alker, 

74 

2 

o 

May  27. 

Mrs.  Ann  Ley <lcn, 

7o 

(> 

(t 

June  7. 

Danforth  K.  Warner, 

2!) 

0 

i) 

July  13. 

Mrs.  Eli/a  L.  Spooner, 

67 

11 

11 

Dec.  !). 

Daniel  \,  Weld, 

66 

7 

2<; 

A  \  erage  age,  70  years. 

JESSK  ALLEN, 

Tmi  n  ( 'Icrk. 


WARRANT  FOR  TOWN  MEETING. 


Commonwealth   oi  Massachusetts. 
WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  William  S.  Craivford,  or  either  of  the  Constables  of  the 
town  of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Oakham  qiialified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  known  as  "Memorial  Hall,"  on  Monday, 
the  fifth  day  of  March  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit : 

Article  1st. — To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2d. — To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several  town 
officers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3d. — To  bring  in  their  votes  for  Town  Clerk,  three 
Selectmen,  three  Assessors,  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Col- 
lector of  Taxes,  Treasurer,  three  Fence  Viewers,  six  Consta- 
bles, and  Auditor  for  one  year.  One  School  Committee, 
Library  Trustees  and  Cemetery  Committee  for  three  years. 
Also,  to  vote  "  Yes  "  or  "  No  "  in  answer  to  the  question,  "  Shall 
license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this 
town  ? "  all  on  one  ballot.  Ballot  to  be  folded  as  received, 
when  presented  for  deposit  in  the  ballot-box.  The  polls  to  be 
opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Article  4th. — To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected  by 
ballot. 

Article  5th. — To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  Gth. — To  see  if  the  town  will  borrow  money  to 
meet  any  liabilities  of  the  town,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  7th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 

Article  8th. — To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  9th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
to  take  care  of  the  Town  Hall  and  ring  the  church  bell  for  the 
ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Ariicle  loth. — To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will 
allow  for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening 
roads  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  1 1th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  abate  auy  taxes  that 
may  be  presented  for  abatement. 

Article  12th. — To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  13th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  lighting 
the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  14th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  their 
valuation  by  the  Assessors  printed  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  15th.—  To  see  what,  compensation  the  town  will 
allow  their  Treasure]-  and  Collector. 

Article  Kith.  —To  sec  it'  the  town  will  raise  and  appropri- 
ate any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers  as 
required   under  Chap.   2!>H,  Sec.    1   and  2  of   the   Acts  and 

Resolves  of  I  he  j  ear  1 889. 
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Article  17th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  a 
new  road  scraper,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the 
same,  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  18  th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sell  one  or 
both  of  their  old  road  scrapers,  or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  19th.    To  see  if  ,the  town  will  vote  to  change  the  " 
time  of  holding  their  annual  town  meeting  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  March  to  the  first  Monday  in  April,  or  pass  any  vote 
relative  thereto. 

Article  20th.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt 
in  providing  for  a  "  Town  seal,"  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  21st.  To  see  if  the  town  will  add  to  its  list  of 
officers  to  be  chosen  by  the  Australian  ballot  that  of  Tree 
Warden,  as  provided  by  Chaj).  330,  Acts  of  1899,  or  pass  any 
vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  22d.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  for  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  the  town  to  unite  with  three  or  more 
towns  before  the-mtntey-fan-bcappropriatedi  or  pass  any  vote 
relative  thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
three  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  each  of  the  post  offices 
and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting-house  in  said  town, 
seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  seventeenth  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred. 

CLARENCE  H.  PARKER, 
DAVID  R.  DEAN, 
JAM ES  LEY DEN, 

Selectmen  of  Odkhcoil. 
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TOWN  OFFICIALS 


OF 


KOK  THK  FINANCIAL  YEAH  ENDING 


MAltCH  1,  1901. 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OFFICIALS 

OF 


OAKHAM,  MASS  : 
I.  W.  Mullett,  Printer  and  Puhlisher, 
i  90  i  . 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1900. 


TOWN  CLERK: 

JESSE  ALLEN. 
selectmen: 

F.,S.  CONANT,         H.  B.  PARKER,  C.  P.  HILL. 

assessors: 

H.  W.  LINCOLN,   S.  H    BULLARD,   Wm.  GAFFNEY. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR: 

JESSE  ALLEN,    Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD,  Wm.  S.  SPEAR. 

COLLECTOR: 

Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD. 

TREASURER: 

JESSE  ALLEN. 
constables: 

Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD,     W.  R.  DEAN.     Wm.  GAFFNEY. 

auditor: 
WALTER  M.  ROBINSON. 

FENCE  VIEWERS: 

JESSE  ALLEN,     A    C.  BULLARD,   L.  N.  HASKELL. 

SURVEYORS  OF  LUMBER: 

C.  S.  CLIFFORD,       C.  H.  PARKER,        1).  R.  DEAN. 


SURVEYORS  OF  WOOD   AND  BARK: 

W.  R.  DEAN,  ALBERT  HAPGOOD. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE: 

JESSE  ALLEN,  MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS, 

H.  W.  LINCOLN. 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEES: 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS,    F.  E.  DAVIS,   JESSE  ALLEN. 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE: 

D.  R.  DEAN,     Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD,    JESSE  ALLEN. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 

WILLIAM  A  NYE. 

CATTLE  INSPECTOR: 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD. 

TREE  warden: 
JESSE  ALLEN.  . 

sexton: 
JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK. 

SEALER  OK  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASUKES: 

WILLIAM  S.  CRAWFORD. 
SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT: 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 


KEPORT  OF  SELECTMEN 

FOR  THE  FINANCIAL  VEAR  ENDING  MARCH    I,  1901. 


PAID  TOWN  OFFICERS: 

Town  Clerk,  $28  99 

Treasurer,  25  00 

Collector,  75  00 

Postage  and  stationery,  5  00 

Tax  book,  1  50 

Printing  tax  bills,  1  25 


SELECTMEN. 


ASSESSORS. 


F.  S.  Conant,  $25  00 

H.  B.  Parker,  25  00 

C.  P.  Hill.  25  00 

Postage  and  telephone,  4  60 


82  75 


79  60 


H.  W.  Lincoln,  $30  00 

Wm.  Gaffney,  27  50 

S.  H.  Bullard,  27  50 

  85  00 

OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 

For  support  of  paupers,  426  43 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


For  support  of  schools, 


2 1 o 1  78 
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SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 

For  repairing  highways, 

Opening  roads,  1900,  81  24 

"     1 901,  403  28 


INSPECTOR  OF  CATTLE. 

S.  H.  Bullard, 

BALLOT  CLERKS  AND  TELLERS. 

F.  E.  Davis, 
H.  S.  Harwood, 
W.  M.  Robinson, 
J.  P.  Fairbank, 
Jason  A.  Allen, 


2  00 
4  00 
2  00 
2  00 
4  00 


LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 
For  support  of  town  library, 

REGISTERS  OF  VOTERS. 

F.  S.  Conant,  4  00 

H.  B.  Parker,  4  °° 

C.  P.  Hill.  4  00 

Jesse  Allen,  3  00 


1494  22 

484  5 2 
46  00 

14  00 

75  00 

15  00 


\V.  M.  Robinson, 
Paid  A   P>.  Black, 


AUDITOR  . 
KOAD  MACHINE. 


1 S  00 


225  00 
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STATE  AID. 

Paid  Eliza  Caldwell,  $52  00 

Chas.  W.  Clark,  12  00 

Horace  M.  Green,  39  00 

Myron  Kennen,  65  00 

S.  Amanda  Reed,  52  00 

J  E.  Stone,  23  00 

Frank  N.  Sherman,  48  00 

Chas.  McMillan,  4  00 


  295  00 

STREET  LAMPS. 
Paid  James  P.  Fairbank,  25  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Paid  A.  A.  Bronsdon,    1  20 

CARE  OF   HALL  AND   RINGING  BELL. 

Paid  F.  E.  Davis,  45  00 

SEXTON. 

Paid  James  P.  Fairbank,  14  52 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  as  follows: 

I.  W.  Mullett,  printing  ballots,  $11  50 

Chas.  E.  Rogers,  printing  reports.  27  00 

C  H.  Parker  &  Son,  wrappers,  1  57 

Sobering  &  Glatz,   Formalin  Disiufectent 

lamps,  3  15 

F.  E.  Loring,  pump  and  labor,  15  50 

\\*m.  S.  Crawford,  whiffletree  for  hearse,  1  00 

"         setting  glass  in  hall,  1  25 

Greenwood  it  Co.,  office  basket,  50 
F.  S.  Conant,  Formalin  Pastilles.  2  75 

F.  S.  Conant,  express  charges  on  castings 

for  road  machine,  1  63 


s 


H.  P.  Draper,  fees  for  commitment  of  Nellie 

M.  Thresher, 
Fred  K.  Crawford,  arrest  of   George  Bebo 

and  Oliver  Champingy, 
George  F.  Hillman,  arrest  of  George  Bebo 

and  Oliver  Champingy, 
Conrad  Egge,  town  seal, 
F.  S.  Conant,  duster  for  hall, 
Franklin  Engraving  Co.,  electrotype, 
Maynard,    Gough   Co.,   stationery  and 

printing, 

William  S.  Crawford,  fees  for  commitment 

of  Nellie  M.  Thresher, 
S.  F.  Fairbank,  5  cords  wood  for  hall, 
E.  P.  Bixby,  M.  D.,  (return  of  birth) 
John    J.    Downey,    Agent,    insurance  on 

Memorial  Hall, 
William  S.  Crawford,  discount  on  taxes, 


5  82 


20  89 


1 1 

6 
1 

6 


74 
35 
76 
50 


10  50 


6 
10 


1 1 2 
161 


80 
00 
25 

50 
88 


420  84 


$6002  S5 


RECAP  ITU  LATION. 


Appropriation 

Kxpeiuliture 

Town  officers, 

$300 

$394  86 

Support  of  poor, 

300.* 

43 

Support  of  schools, 

'375- 

2 i 0 1  78 

Street  lights, 

50. 

25  00 

Highways. 

1500. 

1494  22 

State  aid, 

* 

295  00 

Ballot  clerks  and  tellers, 

14  00 

Public  Library, 

75- 

75  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses, 

* 

420  84 

Road  machine, 

250. 

225  CO 

Opening  roads,  500.  484  52 

Memorial  Day,  15.*  1  20 

Care  of  hall  and  ringing  bell,  *  45  00 


$6002  85 
*From  balance  in  treasury. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

F.  S.  CONANT,  )  Selectmen 
H.  B.  PARKER,  -  of 
C.  P.  HILL,         )  Oakham. 


LIST  OF  JURORS  AS  REVISED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN. 

E.  L.  Parker,   James  Sheern,   Geo.  W.  Stone,    W.  C.  Bliss 
E.  H.  Dwelly,    H.  B.  Parker,    Jesse  Allen,    C.  P.  Hill, 
Frank  Nye,  Wm.  S.  Crawford. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


The  superintendent  of  streets  makes  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  March  i,  1901: 

REPAIRING  HIGHWAYS. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

S530 

88 

M.  M.  Bntterfield, 

93 

56 

William  Parkman, 

20 

L.  P.  Green, 

138 

66 

N.  J.  Green, 

87 

70 

Edwin  Green, 

I  S2 

4 1 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

78 

James  Allen, 

2 

93 

L,.  A.  Snow, 

IO 

68 

W.  W.  Grimes, 

42 

15 

C.  H.  Parker. 

3 

CO 

S.  F.  Woodis, 

6 

39 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

91 

98 

William  Gaffney, 

23 

40 

H.  D.  Bullard,  ' 

62 

25 

Albert  Hapgood, 

20 

89 

Patrick  McGreavey, 

33 

46 

Edson  Hapgood, 

10 

'  4 

W.  C.  Ayres, 

14 

99 

F.  E.  Loring, 

6 

85 

John  Sanders, 

2 

18 

I).  R.  Dean, 

20 

24 

Iver  Johnson, 

'4 

00 

Ross  Brothers, 

7 

75 

W.  A.  Bushnell, 

4 

1  '3 

W.  O.  Keep, 

1 

49 

Louis  Urkhart, 

1 

25 

Pa rker  Lu mber  Co. , 

4 

22 

James  Woodis, 

3 

50 

IvOuis  Geoffroy, 

1 

05 

SI494  22 


OPENING  ROADS  IN  1900. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

$10 

95 

S.  H.  Haskell, 

1 

60 

James  Seott, 

2 

80 

Chas.  Belding, 

53 

W   M.  Robinson, 

2 

69 

E.  H.  Dvvelley, 

8S 

James  Cummings, 

88 

E.  Sanders, 

88 

Martin  White, 

4 

9° 

John  P.  Gaffney, 

5 

°5 

John  Gilboy, 

1 

75 

Joseph  Gilboy, 

2 

10 

John  Keep, 

3 

3f" 

Fred  Parmenter, 

3 

58 

H.  W.  Bartlett, 

1 

58 

Patrick  McGreavy, 

1 

93 

H.  W.  Lincoln, 

2 

43 

James  keyden, 

1 

7  =; 

William  Gaffney, 

7 

42 

M.  M.  Butterfield, 

5 

*5 

Patrick  Moran, 

1 

35 

E.  R.  Allen, 

1 

93 

Frank  Nye. 

1 

75 

H.  A.  Crawford, 

1 

64 

T.  C.  Gaffney, 

9 

70 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

2 

13 

James  Sheern, 

53 

OPENING  ROADS,  Feb. 

1 90 1. 

Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

$17 

12 

Walter  A.  Woodis, 

5 

07 

W.  A.  Bushnell, 

4 

38 

Thomas  Gaffney, 

23 

40 

John  P.  Gaffney, 

13 

23 

Edmond  Chagnon, 

13 

3° 

$81  24 


I  2 


T->        "JUT           A  "  TTT1 

Paid  Martin  White, 

$21 

01 

Bert  o.  Keecl, 

5 

08 

James  Leyden, 

8 

81 

George  Edson, 

4 

20 

C.  M.  Maynard, 

2 

10 

Patrick  O  Donnell, 

6 

48 

Patrick  King, 

18 

52 

Clifford  R.  Knight, 

7 

63 

J ustin  Kawson, 

8 

30 

n     *.    *     1      TUT  _ 

Patrick  McGreevey. 

7 

18 

Thomas  Gilboy, 

4 

63 

John  Gilboy, 

7 

86 

Owen  Gilboy, 

2 

80 

James  Gilboy, 

5 

25 

Burpee  Banks, 

5 

25 

James  Scott, 

19 

65 

Irving  W.  Mullett, 

53 

L.  A.  Snow, 

53 

itt           /~\  re 

Wm.  Gaffney. 

17 

05 

M.  M.  Butterneld, 

1 1 

95 

Chas.  Foster, 

70 

Walter  I.  Bruce, 

1 

93 

1~v         TTT         "KT  11 

D.  W.  Needhani, 

r 

93 

S.  ri.  Bullard, 

7 

29 

Frank  N.  Fobes, 

3 

05 

Henry  L.  robes, 

1 

23 

J.  rl.  Keep, 

r  2 

03 

Fred  Parmentei , 

5 

90 

Daniel  Shea, 

1 

23 

F.  Cleveland, 

1 

23 

Fred  Snay, 

2 

80 

Henry  Bartlett, 

4 

46 

H.  W.  Lincoln, 

18 

63 

H.  A.  Crawford, 

1 6 

76 

Edward  J.  Crawford. 

3 

15 

Isadore  Snay, 

1 

40 

Walter  Green, 

8 

76 

Kdwiu  Green, 

5 

43 

W.  H  Boyd, 

8 

23 

13 


Pair!  A     R  Rnnnnpr 

#1  2 

8i 
°3 

A  1  Hp  rt  FT  a  n  crnnH 

I 

\-J  >-  V  1    Ll  V.       II    •       J—'  1  i  t  t  O  J 

I  J. 

I  2 

C.  H.  Trowbridge, 

J 

OO 

Sidney  Dean, 

53 

L.  P.  Green, 

7o 

W.  M.  Robinson, 

4 

06 

Henry  Cummin  gs, 

i 

93 

James  Cummings, 

i 

84 

David  Hallowell, 

i 

23 

John  Sanders, 

2 

62 

Mason  Dean, 

3 

24 

A.  C.  Morse, 

96 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

9 

33 

Henry  Stone, 

88 

L.  N.  Haskell, 

3 

05 

  $403  28 

The  guide  posts  and  boards  are  erected  and  mantained  as 
required  by  law,  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  NYE, 

Street  Superintendent. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

To  cash  balance, 

Use  of  Town  Hall, 
Sale  of  school  supplies, 
H.  P.  Austin,  auctioneer's  license, 
D.  R.  Dean,  butcher's  license. 
C.  S.  Clifford,  butcher's  license. 
Mr.  Hays,  butcher's  license,  ' 
H.  D.  Bullard,  ashes, 
Fines  returned, 

Mrs.  Bushnell,  hair  and  brick, 
Win.  A.  Nye,  old  road  scraper, 
Insurance  Dividends, 
Town  of  North  Brook  field,  aid  refui 

"     "  Spencer,  aid  refunded, 
Education  of  State  Children, 

"  Lyman  School  boys, 
"  Boston  Children,  ' 
Mass.  school  fund , 
Dog  fund, 

Inspection  of  animals, 
Burial  of  indigent  soldiers, 
Corporation  tax, 
National  Bank  tax, 
State  aid  refunded, 
Interest  on  bank  deposits, 
Wm.  S   Crawford,  collector, 

Cr. 

By  paying  Selectmen's  Orders,  56002  85 

Cash  on  hand,  [350  77 


1758 

75 

38 

50 

2 

4i 

2 

00 

I 

00 

I 

00 

I 

00 

2 

00 

58 

6 

40 

15 

00 

43 

62 

1,  47 

85 

174 

33 

106 

50 

23 

00 

164 

50 

482 

87 

167 

96 

2  3 

00 

35 

00 

6 

85 

64 

89 

248 

CO 

26 

4  1 

3896 

20 

Pine  Grove  Cemetery  trust  fund,    (  Rev. 

Geo.  H.  Could  ),  5 100  00 

Benjamin  P.  Clark  legacy,  326  50 


>7: 


57353  62 


Rts])C(  tfully  subinitU'd, 

JESSE  A  LLEN,  Treasurer. 


COLLECTOR'S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


Taxes  committed  for  collection  in  1900: 

State  tax,  $180  00 

County  tax,  400  00 

Town  tax,  4069  40 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1897,  62  13 

"  1898,  352  15 

"  1899,  1085  55 

Interest  on  taxes,  51  64 


Cr. 

Paid  state  tax,  $180  00 

County  tax,  400  00 

Treasurer's  receipts,  3896  20 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1898,  152  15 

"  1899,  335  00 

"      "  1900,  1237  52 


$6200  87 


$6200  87 


Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  Collector. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE 


POOR, 


to  January  r,  1901. 


Paid  lor  support  of  Almira  Woodis,  $52  00 

Support  of  Mrs.  Daniel  Rogers,  3  50 

vSupport  of  Arthur  Spencer,  40  00 

Support  of  family  of  George  Thresher,  2  35 

Support  of  family  of  Samuel  Sherman,  47  85 

Support  of  Edward  V.  Holman,  174  33 

Support  of  Lydia  Chamberlain,  25  07 

William  S.  Crawford  for  29  tramps,  7  25 

Same,  two  trips  to  Spencer,  4  00 

Same,  two  trips  to  North  Brookfield,  4  co 

Same,  general  service,  8  00 

Jesse  Allen,  13  trips  to  Holden,  32  50 

Same,  two  trips  to  Spencer.  4  co 

Same,  two  trips  to  North  Brookfield,  '  4  00 

Same,  general  service,  9  00 

William  S.  Spear,  general  service,  6  00 

Telephoning,  postage  and  stationery,  2  58 


$4  26  43 


Refunded  from  Town  of  Spencer,  Si  74  33 

Town  of  North  Brookfield,        47  85 


$222  tS 

Total  expense  to  the  Town,  $204  25 

Respectfully  submitted, 

[ESSE  ALLEN,  )  Overseers 

VVM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  [  of  the 
YVM.  S.  SPEAR,  )  Poor. 


HOLDEN  POOR  FARM  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Board  of  Management  respectfully  submit  the  eleventh 
annual  report  lor  the  year  ending  Jan.  31,  1901. 

INMATES  RECEIVING  SUPPORT. 

HOLDEX. 

Name.       Age.       Admitted.     Reamrks.  No.  Days. 

Lizzie  Kenney,  44yrs.,  Apr.  1,  1890.      Continues.  365 

Winifred  Durdeen,  51  yrs  ,  June  22,  1897,       "  365 

Nahum  S.  Newton,  70  yrs.,  Dec.  24,  1891.  Died  Oct.  22,  264 

Charles  Prue,  78  yrs  ,  Jan.  4,  1901.           Continues.  27 


102 1 

HUBBARDSTON. 

David  Rice,  82  years,  Apr.  1,  1890,  Continues.  365 

Mary  Savage,  46  years.  Sept.  8,  1899,  "  365 

Hattie  Dexter,  56  years,  Oct.  2,  1899,  Died  July  25.  175 
Susan  Durdeen,  41  years,  Apr.  21,  1900,  Continues.  285 
Lizzie  Durdeen,  11  years,  "  "  "  Discharged  M ay  8.  17 
Julia  Durdeen,  5  years,       "      "      "  "  "  17 

*(  Willie  Durdeen .  4  yrs. ,  "      "      "  "  " 

(Jennie  Durdeen,  2  yrs.,  "  u  •  / 

Flora  Durdeen,  10  months,  Continues. 
Emily  Mann,  50  years.  Mar.  1,  1900,  Discharged  Apr  20.  50 


1308 

Oakham. 


Charles  S.  Winslow,  41  years,  Dec.  19,  1900.  Continues.  43 


r8 

Paxton. 

Carrie  Snow,  46  years,  Apr.  10,  1896,  Continues.  365 
Lavina  Pierce,  54  years,  Feb.  4,  igoo,  "  361 


726 

Phillipston. 

Alcina  Chiekering,  77  years,  Oct.  6,  1899,  Died  May  3.  102 
Eldora  Baker,  32  years.  Oct.  9,  1899,  Discharged  May  5.  104 


206 

Rutland. 

Rosa  Roen,  63  years,  Apr.  26,  1897,  Continues.  365 

John  Kelly,  40  years,  Nov.  15,  1898,  Discharged  Feb.  16.  16 
Dennis  Turner,  85  years,  Jul}'  17,  1899,  Died  Aug.  30.  211 
Celina  Turner,  67  years,  July  17,  1899,  Discharged  Dec.  26.  329 


921 

ROYAI.STON. 

John  E.  Flagg,  81  years,  Apr.  25,  1900,  left  Sept.  10.  138 
Martin  Follen,  37  years,  June  15,  1900,  discharged  Aug.  7  53 


191 

Trmpleton. 

Minnie  Crimmings,  19  years,  Sept.  29,  1900,  Continues.  124 
"Robert  Crimmings,  born  Dec.  21 

Frank  Pelkey,  79  years,  Oct.  31,  1900,  Continues.  92 


216 

W  E  ST  MIX  STICK. 

Adaline  Eager,  60  years,  Apr.  i,  1892,  Continues.  365 
Margaret  Cronin,  55  years,  Apr.  1  1892.  365 
Sarali  Blake,  (n  years,  May  23.  [898,  away  81  days,  284 


Carrie  L.  Wheeler,  22  years,  Mar.  19,  1900,  Dis.  June  15.  88 
Annie  R.  Wheeler,  5  "  "  '•  "  "  "  "  88 
*  j  Grace  E.  Wheeler,  3  "        "      '■        "     "        "    "  # 

|  Walter  L.  Wheeler.'  88 
Miles  Seaver,  18  years.  June  25,  1900,  discharged  A ug  11.  47 
Jeremiah  Lucius,  76  years,  Aug.  10,  1900,     Continues.  143 
Frank  A.  Taylor,  59  years,  Oct.  7,  1900,  "  116 


*  Children  less  than  one  year  old,  no  charge,  from  one  to 
five  years  old,  half  price. 

Total  days  board  furnished,  6216,  or  888  weeks. 

Abigail  Haggett  of  Holden  has  boarded  at  the  institution 
throughout  the  year,  W.  H.  Smith  of  Oakham  11  3-7  weeks 
and  Bridget  Carey  of  Westminster  7  1-7  weeks. 

Total  number  of  inmates  38,  of  which,  4  have  died,  14  have 
been  dischaiged,  1  leit  without  leave,  and  19  including  2 
infants  of  less  than  a  year  old  remain.  The  average  weekly 
number  has  been  17  1-13.  Nahum  S.  Newton,  a  veteran  of 
the  civil  war  from  Holden,  who  has  made  his  home  here  from 
choice  for  nearly  10  years,  his  pension  paying  his  board, 
answered  to  the  final  Roll  Call,  October  22. 


1584 


FINANCIAL  EXHIBITS. 


Receipts. 


From  Milk, 


$1379  12 


Cows, 

Calves, 

Pork, 


1 17  00 
29  50 
23  85 
11  48 
7  10 

9  50 
53  00 
205  00 


Poultry  and  eggs, 
Beans, 

Barrels  and  bags, 
Work  outside, 
Board, 


Si 835  55 


20 


Expenditures. 

For  Warden's  and  Matron's  salary, 
Outside  labor, 
Inside  labor, 
Grain, 
Groceries, 
Meat  and  Fish, 
Flour, 

Dry  Goods  and  Furniture, 
Boots  and  Shoes, 
lee,  . 
Medical  attendance  and  medicine, 

Tobacco  and  snuff, 
Tools  and  seeds, 
Blacksniithing, 
Stock, 

Miscellaneous, 
Wood, 
Rent, 

Interest  on  personal  property, 
Less  receipts, 

Balance  being  net  expense, 
Cost  per  week  for  each  inmate,  $2.00. 

Making  the  net  expense  to  each  town  as  follow 


$600  00 
214  45 
156  37 
630  7S 
411  61 
240  71 
67  10 

l32  96 
28  76 

8 

52 
2 

139 
3 2  3° 
268  00 

139  2  3 
40  00 

325  00 
1  20  99 


14 

75 
70 
73 


Holden. 

Hubbardston, 

Oakham, 

Paxton, 

Phillipston, 

Rutland, 

Royalston, 

Templeton, 

Westminster, 


#291 

373 
1  2 
207 

58 
263 

54 
61 

452  57 


29 
43 
S6 
16 


$3611  53 
1835  55 

$1776  03 


$1776  03 


2  I 


The  total  number  of  weeks  board  furnished  by  the  istitu- 
tinn  during  the  first  10  years,  ending  with  Jan.  31,  1900,  was 
8833  4-7,  an  annual  average  of  883  3-7  weeks,  and  an  average 
number  of  inmates  receiving  board  throughout  the  year  of 
17,  at  an  expense  per  week  of  $2.223 — • 

Notwithstanding  the  large  mortality,  which  was  caused  by 
old  age,  or  an  enfeebled  condition  of  the  deceased,  previous 
to  then  being  admitted  to  '.he  institution,  the  general  health 
of  the  inmates  has  been  good.  Templeton  was  admitted  to 
the  Association  by  vote  of  the  Board  ol  Management  last 
spring,  making  9  towns. 

A  convenient  addition  of  20x30  feet  was  made  to  the  barn,  by 
the  town  of  Holden  late  in  the  fall,  which  gives  space  for  a 
summer  milk  room,  a  box  stall,  and  a  number  of  cow  stan- 
chions, which  has  allowed  of  the  purchase  ol  two  additional 
cows  and  an  Ayeshire  bull,  making  the  herd  consist  of  19. 

The  average  number  of  milch  cows  has  not  exceeded 
16,  which  makes  the  receipts  from  milk  and  calves  sold 
$88.04,  and  if  to  this  was  added  the  price  of  the  daily  allow- 
ance of  two  cans  to  the  house,  the  net  return  per  cow  would 
very  closely  approximate  $100,  which  is  certainly  a  very 
creditable  showing.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  report  of 
Inspector  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of  Charity,  under 
the  provision  of  Chap.  215,  acts  of  1900,  was  much  more  just 
than  the  like  efforts  oi  most  of  the  visitors  of  previous  years, 
being  free  from  the  criticisms  so  freely  indulged  in  by  them. 

The  Christmas  dinner  of  turkey  and  other  good  things 
annually  contributed  for  the  last  eight  years  by  the  Hon. 
F.  S  Coolidge  of  Fitchburg  to  the  inmates  of  our  institution, 
was  never  better  than  last  Christmas.  Another  well  manag- 
ed year  is  anticipated,  as  the  services  of  the  present  warden 
and  matron,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aaron  L-  Potter,  have  been 
secured. 


HOBART  RAYMOND,  Westminster,  President, 
J  ESSE  ALLEN,  Oakham,  Secretary, 
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FRED  T.  HOLT,  Holden,  Treasurer, 
WILLIS  H.  LOVE  WELL,  Hubbardston, 
HENRY  H.  PIKE,  Paxton, 
D.  WEBSTER  BAKER,  Phillipston, 
HENRY  A.  KENNAN,  Rutland, 
CALEB  W.  DAY,  Royalston, 
CHARLES  H.  LEATHE,  Templeton, 

Board  of  Management 


Free   rnVlid  library. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Dr. 


Balance  on  hand,  $27  61 

Annual  appropriation,  75  00 

Fines  and  sale  of  catalogues,  2  63 

  $105  24 

Cr. 

Paid  for  care  of  library,  $25  00 

Exchange  of  books  with  Coldbrook,  20  00 
For  new  books,  2  50 

Express  and  postage,  4  54 

Cash  on  hand,  53  20 

  $105  20 

Present  number  of  volumes  in  library,  1003 

Number  added  during  year,  20 

Circulation  during  year,  1200 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books,  97 

Largest  number  charged  in  one  day,  34 

Smallest      "            "        "     "      "  13 


Fifty  dollars  worth  of  books  have  been  ordered,  and  will 
soon  be  ready  for  distribution.  The  books  and  pictures  fur- 
nished by  the  Woman's  Education  Society  of  Boston  have 
been  of  great  interest,  and  highly  appreciated. 

M.  L.  WOODIS.  ) 

F.  E.  DAVIS,       -Librarv  Trustees. 

JESSE  ALLEN,  ) 


REPORT  Of  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 


Dr. 

To  Town  Appropriation,  $25  00 

Income  of  Rev.  G.  H.  Gould  fund,  5  38 

  $30  3S 

We  trust  that  a  small  appropriaton  will  be  made  by  the 
town,  and  that  all  of  our  Cemeteries  may  receive  proper  care 
in  the  coming  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  R.  DEAN, 

Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 

Cemetery  Committee. 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


The  town  at  its  annual  meeting  in  March,  1895,  voted  to 
employ  a  Superintendent  of  Schools,  but  no  opportunity  to 
join  with  other  towns  was  f"und  until  the  present  year, 
when  we  were  cordially  invited  to  unite  with  Kolden,  Rut- 
land and  Paxton  lor  that  purpose.  The  school  committees 
of  the  several  towns  met  July  23,  at  Rutland  and  after 
examining  many  candidates,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to 
employ  Mr.  Herbert  J.  Jones,  who  had  been  successfully 
engaged  in  this  work  for  several  years.  Mr.  Jones  has 
labored  earnestly  and  faithfully  for  the  good  of  our  schools. 

A  report  of  all  the  schools  in  the  district  will  be  made  by 
him. 


STATISTICS. 


Population  of  the  town, 
Number  ol  pupils  enrolled, 
Average  membership. 
Per  cent,  of  attendance, 


588 
98 
82.9 
92.3 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Dr. 


To  amount  of  appropriation, 

Received  from  state  school  fund, 


dog  tax  refunded, 
education  of  state  chil- 


li 200  00 
482  87 
167  96 


d  re  n , 

"    education  of  Boston  chil 
dren 
school  supplies, 
For  school  superintendent, 
Due  from  State  for  High  school  tuition, 


175  00 
64  00 


129  50 


164  50 
2  41 


$2386  24 


26 


Expenditures. 

Salary  of  superintendent. 
"  committee, 
"  teachers, 

Fuel, 

Transportation, 
Supplies, 

Care  of  school  supplies, 
Janitors, 

Tuition  to  Town  of  Rutland, 
Repairs. 
Miscellaneous, 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  A.LLEN , 
MINNIE  L.  WOODIS, 
HORACE  W.  LINCOLN 

School  Committee. 


$i75  °° 
106  75 
1 3 10  00 
119  56 
82  50 
127  05 
10  00 
62  86 
64  00 
29  49 
14  57 


$2101  78 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 


This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  and  approved 
the  accounts  of  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  poor,  school  com- 
mittee, road  commissioner,  tax  collector,  treasurer,  library 
trustees  and  cemetery  committee  and  have  found  them  to  be 
correct. 

W.  M.  ROBINSON,  Auditor. 


TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  FOR  1900. 


BIRTHS. 

Feb.  14.  Daughter  (Susie  May)  to  Geo.  L.  and  Mary  Edson. 
Apr.  20.  Son  (Charles  Win.)  to  John  H.  and  Grace  Keep. 
Apr.  25.  Son  (Levander  Sargeant)  to  Charles  S.  and  Flora 
Clifford. 

July  19.  Son  (Frank  Irving)  to  Irving  W.  and  Bertha  Mulle.tt 
Sept.  7.  Daughter  (Gladys  Mary  )  to  John  E.  and  Mary  Stone. 
Oct.  4.  Son  (Wm.  Michael)  to  William  and  Mary  Gaff  new 
Oct   13.  Daughter  (Grace  Edna)  to  Daniel  and  Etta  Shea. 
Nov.  12.  Son  (Edwin  Patrick)  to  Patrick  and  Kate  O'Donnell 

MARRIAGES. 

Apr.  11.    Irving  W.  Mullett  and  Bertha  A.  Taylor. 
June  4.      Martin  W.  White  to  Lizzie  O.  Kaire. 


Aug.  2. 

Horatio  Moore  to  A.  Louise 

Fuller. 

DEATHS. 

YUS. 

MOS. 

DAYS 

Apr.  30. 

Almira  A.  Spooner, 

76 

2 

9 

May  9. 

Emeline  Harwood, 

9' 

s 

2  5 

May  29. 

Daniel  E  Holden, 

26 

7 

9 

July  17. 

Edward  V.  Hohnan, 

44 

2 

10 

Aug.  19. 

Wilfred  Cbagnon, 

27 

3 

3 

Nov.  22. 

Mary  A .  Field, 

77 

8 

'7 

Dec.  25. 

Mary  B.  Foster, 

7  7 

6 

17 

BUR  I E O  IX  TOWN 

Apr.  3. 

Hattie  A.  Babbitt, 

41 

0 

26 

Nov.  14 

Susanna  and  David  Rood. 

Population  oi  the  town,  5SS, 

Legal  Voters,  Male  169.    Female,  12. 

Number  of  dogs  licensed,  75. 


JESSE  ALLEN,  Town  Clkrk. 


WARRANT  FOR  TOWN  MEETING. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  William  S.  Crawford,  or  either  of  the  Constables  of  the 
town  of  Oakham,  in  the  Count}'  of  Worcester, 

greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs 
to  meet  at  the  town  hall  known  as  'Memorial  Hall,"  on 
Monday,  the  first  day  of  April  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the 
lorenoon  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
to  wit: 

Article  ist. — To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2d. — To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several 
town  officers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3d. --To  bring  in  their  votes  for  Town  Clerk, 
three  Selectmen,  three  Assessors,  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
Collector  of  Taxes,  Treasurer,  three  Fence  Viewers,  six  Con- 
stables, Tree  Warden,  and  Auditor  for  one  year.  One  School 
committee,  Library  trustee,  and  Cemetery  committee  for  three 
years.  Also,  to  rott  "Yes"  or  "No"  in  answer  to  the  question, 
"Shall  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquois 
in  this  town?"  all  on  one  ballot.  Ballot  to  be  folded  as  receiv 
ed  when  presented  for  deposit  in  the  ballot-box.  The  polls  to 
be  opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be  closed 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Article  4th. — To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected  by 
ballot. 

Article  5th — To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  to  delray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  6th — To  see  il  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer with  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  such  sums  of 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  7th — To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  the 
money  left  to  the  town  by  the  late  B.  P.  Clark,  toward  a 
fund  for  the  erection  of  a  town  Library  building,  or  pass  any 
vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  Sth — To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 

Article  9th — To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  10th — To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
to  care  for  the  Town  Hall  and  ring  the  church  1  ell  for  the 
ensuing  year,  or  vass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  11th — To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will 
allow  for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening 
roads  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  12th — To  see  if  the  town  will  abate  any  taxes 
that  may  be  presented  for  abatement. 

Article  13th — To  detenuine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Artic  le  14th  —To  se  e  if  the  town  will  provide  for  lighting 
ill'-  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  01"  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 
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Article  15th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  their 
valuation  by  the  Assessors  printed  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  16th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will 
allow  their  Tieasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  17th.  To  see  if  the  .town, will  raise  and  appro- 
priate any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  need}'  soldiers  as 
required  under  chapter  298,  section  1  and  2  of  the  Acts  and 
Resolves  of  the  year  1S89. 

Article  iSth.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  some 
person  or  persons  as  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits 
that  may  be  b; ought  lor  or  against  the  town  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Article  19th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  provi- 
sion of  sec.  1,  chapter  132,  ot  the  acts  of  1897.  iu  regard  to 
.lurnishing  bonds  for  their  bonded  officials,  and  raise  and 
appropriate  money  for  the  same. 

Article  20th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  provide  a 
suitable  building  or  buildings  for  the  storage  of  their  road 
machines  and  hearses  or  take  any  action  relative  thertto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
three  attested  copies  thereof  one  at  each  of  the  post  offices 
and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting-house  in  said  town, 
seven  days,  at  least,  befoie  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixteenth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  one. 

FRANK  S.  CON  A  NT.  )  Selectmen 
HARRY  B.  PARKER,  [  of 
CARLOS  P.  HILL,       )  Oakham. 
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ANNUAL 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OFFICIALS 

UF 

FOR  Til  E  FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING 

MARCH  1,  1902. 


OAKHAM.: 
J.  W.  Mullett,  Printer  and  Publisher, 

igo2. 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1901. 


TOWN  CLERK: 

JESSE  A-LLEN. 
selectmen: 

F.  S.  CONANT,  H.  B.  PARKER,         C.  P.  HILL. 

assessors: 

S.  H.  BULLARD,      Wm.  GAFFNEY,      FRANK  NYE. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR: 

JESSE  ALLEN,   Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD,   Wm.  S.  SPEAR 

COLLECTOR: 

Wm.  S  CRAWFORD. 

TREASURER: 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

CONSTABLES: 

W.  C.  BLISS,      Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD,      W.  R.  DEAN, 
N.  W.  PACKARD,  O.  D.  WEBBER. 

AUDITOR: 

JOHN  P.  DAY,  JR. 

FENCE  VIEWERS: 

JESSE  ALLEN,    A.  C.  BULLARD,    L.  N.  HASKELL. 

SURVEYORS  OF  LUMBER: 

C.  H.  PARKER,        D.  R.  DEAN,       Wm.  GAFFNEY. 
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MEASURERS  OF  WOOD  AND  BARK: 

Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD,  W.  R.  DEAN. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE: 

JESSE  ALLEN,  H.  W.  LINCOLN, 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS. 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEES: 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS,    F.  E.  DAVIS,  JESSE  ALLEN. 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE: 

D.  R.  DEAN,    Wm    S.  CRAWFORD,     JESSE  ALLEN. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS: 

WILLIAM  A.  NYE.- 

CATTLE  INSPECTOR: 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD. 

TREE  WARDEN: 

CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

SEXTON: 

JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK. 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES: 

WILLIAM  S.  CRAWFORD. 
SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT: 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 


REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN. 


FOR  THE  FINANCIAL  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH   I,  1902. 


PAID  TOWN  OFFICERS: 


Town  Clerk,  Services,  ■  $24  00 

Express  and  postage,  12  31 


SELECTMEN: 


ASSESSORS: 


6  31 


Treasurer,  $25  00 

Collector,  Services,  75  00 

Postage  and  stationary,  5  00 

Tax  book,  1  50 

Printing  tax  bills,  1  50 

Discount  on  taxes,  163  28 


$246  28 


F.  S  Conant,  25  00 

H.  B.  Parker,  25  00 

C.  P.  Hill,  25  00 

Postage  and  telephone,  3  59 


$7»  59 


William  Gaffney,  31  90 

Frank  Nye,  34  40 

S.  H.  Billiard,  29  75 


$96  05 
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OVERSEERS  OF   POOR , 

For  support  of  paupers,  #4J7  79 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE: 

For  support  of  schools,  2277  l3 

"  services,  H.  W.  Lincoln,  9  5° 

  $2286  63 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS: 

For  repairing  highways,  120497 

Opening  roads  1901,  12969 

"         "      1902,  238  69 

9   $368  38 

INSPECTOR  OF  CATTLE, 

S.  H.  Bullard,  33  00 

BALLOT  CLERKS  AND  TELLERS: 

H.  S    Harwood,  4  00 

A.  C.  Morse.  4  00 

J.  P.  Fairbank,  6  °? 

A.  A.  Bronsdon,  6  00 

T.  C.  Gaffney,  2  00  . 

  £22  00 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEES, 
For  support  of  town  library,  $5°  00 

REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS: 

F.  S.  Conant,  8  00 

H.  B.  Parker,  8  00 

C.  P.  Hill,  8  00 


John  1'.  Day, 


AUDITOR 


#18  OO 
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STATE  AID. 

Paid  Frank  N.  Sherman,  36  00 

M.  J.  Kenner,  60  00 

Charles  McMillin,  40  00 

S.  Amanda  Reed,  48  00 

Horace  M.  Green,  36  00 

John  E.  Stone,  42  00 

Eliza  Caldwell,  48  00 

Sophronia  A.  Parker,  24  00 


SOLDIER  S  RELIEF, 

Horace  M.  Green,  8  00 

Frank  Sherman,  80  56 

Care  of  Mar}'  McMillin,  28  00 


$334  00 


  $116  56 

STREET  LAMPS, 

Paid  C.  H.  Parker  and  son,  21  75 

J.  P.  Fairbank,  23  75 

  $45  50 

MEMORIAL  DAY, 

Paid  A.  A.  Bronsdon,  $S  73 

SEXTON, 

Paid  J.  P.  Fairbank,  $14  25 

SHADE  TREES, 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  Tree  warden,  5  99 

H.  C.  Fobes  for  labor,  4  82 

  $10  81 


Paid  Selectmen, 


STATE  ROAD, 


$449  51 
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STORAGE  BUILDING, 


Paid  Committee,  $4S6  31 


BONDS  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS, 


Paid  Winslow  &  Co.  for  Treasurer,  15  00 

"    "    "    Collector,  10  00 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


Paid  as  follows: 


525  00 


Paid  Cemetery  Committee,  $2  10 


\Y.  \V.  Russell,  at  recounting  of  votes,  2  00 

I.  W.  Mullett,  printing  ballots,  14  50 

"    "                               notices,  1  35 

town  reports,  26  35 

A.  H.  Black,  casting  for  road  machine,  6  50 

Austin  Peters,  brand  for  inspector,  1  75 

Weeks  &  Potter  Co.,  disinfectant  pastills,  3  00 
Satiford,  Sawtell,  &  Co.,  record  book  for 

11101 1 gages,  4  50 

1.  \V.  Mullett,  printing  assessors  reports,  27  00 

(Minted  stationery,  3  00 
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L.  A.  Snow,  15  00 

Herbert  Parker,  legal  council,  15  co 

A.  H.  Eldridge,  game  warden,  4  16 

Board  of  Health  supplies,  1  10 

W.  R.  Dean,  repairs  on  furnace,  4  75 
F.  E.  Davis,  ringing  bell  and  care  ©f  hall,     45  00 

L.  P.  Bushneli,  bricks  for  lockup,  1  75 


$176  71 
$6584  48 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


F.  S.  CON  ANT,  )  Selectmen 
H.  B.  PARKER,  [  of 
C.  P.  HILL,         )  Oakham. 


LIST  OF  JURORS  AS  REVISED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN. 

E.  L-  Parker,  James  Sheern,  Geo.  W.  Stone,  E.  H.  Dwelly, 

C.  P.   Hill,    Frank  Nye,    Wm.  S.  Crawford, 
Edmund   Cody,         Alfred   C.    Morse,  Henry  Bartlett. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


The  superintendent  of  streets  makes  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  March  i,  1902. 

REPAIRING  HIGHWAYS. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

$4Si 

53 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

98 

20 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

98 

20 

Burpee  Banks, 

128 

5i 

Edwin  Green, 

131 

3i 

George  Edson . 

50 

49 

Lewis  Snow, 

93 

36 

Patrick  McGrevey, 

7 

70 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

64 

25 

Albert  Hapgood. 

79 

Lyman  Green, 

5 

47 

Lewis  Green, 

1 2 

2  5 

Louis  Geoffrov, 

5 

80 

M   M.  Butterfield, 

2 

00 

N.  W.  Packard, 

1 

19 

C.  H .  Parker  &  Son. , 

4 

60 

F.  S.  Conant, 

3 

66 

J.  P.  Fairbank, 

1 

25 

Sidney  lJi::ui , 

1 

75 

Wallace  Grimes, 

7 

7^ 

Fabia n  Toml  hison, 

3 

<  11  < 

Ross  Brothers  Worcester, 

1 

96 

£1204  97 


1 1 


OPENING  ROADS  IN  1901. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

$8 

1  7 

H.  W.  Lincoln, 

1 1 

25 

J.  H.  Keep, 

33 

Henry  Bartlett, 

88 

Wallace  Grimes, 

1 

EH  Gabry, 

6 

s  s 

W.  M.  Robinson, 

1 

0 

John  Dwelly, 

S2 

David  Hallowell, 

2 

4S 

C.  H.  Trowbridge, 

2 

08 

Owen  Gilbov. 

1 

v  J 

Patrick  King, 

s 

60 

Thomas  Gaffney, 

2 

62 

James  Woodis, 

00 

P.  McGrevey, 

1 

05 

Burpee  Banks, 

70 

John  Gilboy, 

i 

Herbert  Hapgood, 

8 

OS 

H.  C.  Fobes, 

S  i 

Wm.  Gaffney, 

7 

18 

E.  R.  Allen. 

2 

G.  N.  Briggs, 

2 

97 

Horace  Green, 

1 

31 

F.  Narramore, 

1 

31 

W.  A.  Woodis, 

2 

98 

C.  M.  Maynard, 

53 

Clifford  Knight, 

2 

01 

Justin  Rawson, 

3 

t6 

L.  A.  Snow, 

1 

05 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

6 

00 

G.  W.  Stone, 

1 

49 

H.  W.  Stone, 

3 

35 

John  P.  Gaffney, 

2 

64 

M.  M.  Butterfield, 

4 

34 

W.  H.  Boyd 

1 

40 

I  2 


Paid  A.  B.  Spooner,  $2  l9 

W.  A.  Bushnell,  2  ro 

James  Gilboy,  1  °5 

James  Scott,  5  78 

Martin  White,  8  93 

S.  H.  Haskell,  i  4° 

W.  W.  Russell,  35 

Patrick  O'Donnell,  i  05 


OPENING  ROADS,  Feb.  1902. 

Paid  W.  A.  Nye,  $13  3Q 

A.  B.  Spooner,  7  80 

E.  Green,  4  37 

W.  B.  Green,  5  61 

W.  H.  Boyd,  4  38 

H.  A.  Crawford,  5  20 

H.  U.  Crawford,  2  45 

E.  J.  Crawford,  1  53 

Owen  Gilboy.  4  2° 

Joseph  Gilboy,  1  °5 

James  Gilbov,  5  08 

John  Gilboy,  5  25 

Justin  Rawson,  4  75 

Clifford  Knight,  4  89 

P.  McGrevey,  6  r4 

.Samuel  Sherman,  88 

Daniel  Shay,  88 


Wallace  Grimes, 


8  66 

Burpee  Hanks,  3  50 

Lewis  Snow,  4  48 

George  NT.  Briggs,  6  74 

J.  P.  Fairbank,  2  8> 

W.  Bushnell,  3  24 

C.  II.  Trowbridge,  1  23 

W    A.  Wood  is,  1  4() 


$129  69 
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Paid  Chas.  Reerl, 

■p  1 

9  1 

N    f  Green 

1 

4° 

Wpiirv  Rnrtlett 

IK  !M  y     -1  J  CLl  HCLLf 

5 

34 

J .  H .  K.ccp , 

2  I 

I    W  Mullett 

2 

°3 

W    M  Robinson 

V  V    •     HA.  .     I\U  U  1  11  3U  11  , 

T 

i 

fin 

Wtn.  Park  man, 

A 

4 

6o 

David  Hallo  well, 

88 

T o Vi  n  G affnpv 

T  1 

°7 

James  Scott, 

I  I 

uo 

Martin  White, 

1 1 

02 

T.  C.  Gaffoev, 

16 

12 

P.  O'Donnell, 

6 

28 

S.  H.  Haskell, 

9 

95 

P.  Moran, 

4 

92 

Wm.  Gaffney, 

8 

07 

Elmer  Allen, 

60 

H.  W.  Lincoln. 

7 

58 

Harry  Loring, 

i 

20 

  $238  69 

The  guide  posts  and  boards  are  erected  and  maintained  as 
required  by  law,  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  NYE, 

Street  Superintendent. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


cash  balance, 

Si  SSO 

77 

Use  of  Town  Hall, 

16 

Fines  returned, 

1 1 

00 

Sale  of  school  supplies, 

2 
J 

IQ 

D.  R.  Dean  butcher's  license, 

I 

00 

H.  P.  Austin,  auctioneer's  license, 

2 

00 

Inspection  of  animals, 

16 

t;o 

Town  of  North  Brookfield, 

7  2 

00 

"  North  Brookfield, 

8o 

7  S 

"      "  Warren, 

8 

Wm.  S.  Crawford,  lumber, 

2 

85 

H.  D.  Bullard,  ashes, 

2 

00 

East  Hill  School  House, 

IO 

00 

Dog  Fund, 

163 

92 

State  Highway  Fund, 

44O 

00 

Corporation  tax, 

8 

29 

National  Bank  Tax, 

64 

93 

State  aid  refunded. 

272 

00 

Mass.  School  Fund, 

859 

08 

Education  ©f  State  children, 

26 

50 

Tuition  of  Boston  children, 

203 

00 

State  return  for  Supt.  of  Schools, 

250 

00 

High  School  tuition  refunded, 

173 

50 

Interest  on  Bank  Deposits, 

8 

05 

Wm.  S.  Crawford,  collector, 

4304 

1 2 

Cr. 

By  paying  Selectmen's  Orders,  $6584  48 

Cash  on  hand,  1766  03 

Pine  Grove  Cemetery  trust  fund,  (  Rev. 

G.  H.  Gould),  $100  00 

South  Cemetery  trust  fund,  (Daniel  II. 

Dean  ) ,  100  00 

Benjamin      Clark  Legacy,  326  50 

Respect  full  v  submitted , 

' JKSSK  AI.LKN,  Trkasuk i;k. 


$8350  51 


$8350  5' 


COLLECTOR'S  REPORT- 


Dr. 


Taxes  committed  for  collection  in 
State  lax, 
County  tax, 
Town  tax, 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1898, 
"  1899, 
"  1900, 

Interest  on  taxes, 


1 90 1 ; 


$192  50 
345  00 

4155  9i 
152  15 
335  00 

1237  52 
53  32 


$6471 


Cr. 


Paid  state  tax, 
County, 

Treasurer's  receipts, 
Uncollected  taxes  of  1898, 

"  "  1899, 
"  "     "  1900, 

"     "  1901, 


$i92  50 
345  00 

4304  12 
52  15 
135  00 
300  00 

1 142  63 


$6471 


Respectfully  submitted. 


WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  Collector. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

to  January  i,  1902. 


Paid  for  support  of  Almira  Woodis,  $52  00 

Support  of  Lydia  Chamberlain,  58  65 

Support  of  Charles  Winslow,  72  58 

Support  of  Benjamin  Nourse,  75  14 

Support  of  family  of  Louisa  Lloyd,  10  67 

Support  of  family  of  Samuel  Sherman,  So  75 
William  S.  Crawiord  for  27  tramps,  6  75 

Same,  general  service,  8  00 

Jesse  Allen,  12  trips  to  Holden,  30  00 
Same,  1  trip  to  Worcester,  3  50 

Same,  1  trip  to  Rutland,  2  00 

Same,  general  service,  9  00 

William  S.  Spear,  general  service,  6  00 

Telephoning  and  postage,  2  75 

 —  #417  79 

Refunded  from  North  Brookfield,  80  75 

Total  expense  to  the  Town,  $337  °4 

Respectfully  submitted, 


JESSE  ALLEN,  )  Overseers 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,-  of  the 
WM.  S.  SPEAR,  )  Poor. 


HOLDEN  POOE  FARM  ASSOCIATION. 

Twelfth  annual  report  of  the  Holden  Poor  Farm  Associa- 
tion for  the  year  ending  Jan.  31,  1902. 

INMATES  RECEIVING  SUPPORT 
Holden. 

Name.       Age.       Admitted.      Remarks.    No.  Days. 


Lizzie  Kenney,  45  yrs.  Apr.  i(  1890.  Continues.  365 

Winifred  Durdeen,  52  yrs.  June  22,  1897.  365 
Charles  Prue,  79  yrs.  Jan.  4.  190 1.    Away  67  days.  298 


1028 

HUBBARDSTON. 

David  Rice,  83  yrs.    Apr.  1,  1890.         Continues.  365 

Mary  Savage,  47  yrs.  Sept  8,  1899.  Discharged  Dec.  10.  313 

Lizzie  Durdeen,  41  yrs.  Apr.  21,  1900.      "        June  7.  127 

Flora  Durdeen,  1  yr.  2  in.  Apr.  21,  1900    "        June  4.  *33 

Henry  Clark,  23  yrs.    Aug.  30,  1901.    Continues.  158 


996 

Oakham. 

Charles  S.  Winslow,  42  yrs.  Dec.  19,  1900.  Continues.  365 
Benjamin  Nourse,  73  yrs.  Aug.  28,  1901.  157 


522 


iS 

Paxton. 


Carrie  Snow,  47  yrs.  Apr.  10.  1896.  Continues.  365 
Lavina  Pierce.  55  yrs.  Feb.  4,  1900.         1  365 


73o 

Rutland. 

Rosa  Roen,  64  yrs.  Apr.  26,  1897.  Continues.  365 
John  Kelly,  41  yrs.  Nov.  15,  1898,  365 


730 

Templeton. 

Minnie  Crimmings,  20  yrs.  Sept.  29,  1900.  Dis.  May  14.  103 
Frank  Peltier,  80  yrs.  Oct.  31,  1900.  "2  91 

Mary  S.  Seaver,  66  yrs.  Apr.  27,  1901.     Continues.  280 


474 

Westminster. 

Adaline  Eager,  61  yrs.  Apr.  I,  1S92.     Continues.  365 

Margaret  Cronin,  56  yrs   "  365 

Sarah  Blake,  62  yrs.  May  23,  1898.  365 

Jeremiah  Lucius,  77  yrs.  Aug.  10,  1900.     "  365 

Frank  A.  Taylor,  60  yrs.  Oct.  10       "     Away  55  days.  320 

Obediah  Freeman,  86  yrs.  Feb.  3,  1901.  Died  Nov.  5.  275 

Laura  Freeman,  63  yrs.        "      "      "    Continues.  362 


2417 

*  Half  price  after  one  year  old. 

Total  board  furnished  6897  days  or  9S5  2-7  weeks. 

Abagail  Hackett  of  Paxton  boarded  at  the  institution  up 
to  the  time  of  her  death  in  April,  and  Bridget  Carey  of  West- 
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minster  8  5-7  weeks. 

Total  number  of  inmates  24,  of  which  only  one  has  died, 
five  have  been  discharged,  and  18  remain.  The  average 
weekly  number  has  been  18  12-13  plus. 

FINANCIAL  EXHIBITS. 

Receipts. 


From  Milk, 
Stock, 
Calves, 
Eggs, 

Outside  labor 
Board, 

Miscellaneous, 


Expenditures. 

For  Warden's  and  Matron's  Salary. 
Outside  labor, 
Inside  " 
Grain, 
Groceries, 
Meat  and  Fish, 
Flour, 

Dry  Goods  and  Furniture, 

Boots  and  Shoes, 

Ice, 

Medicine  and  Medical  Attendance, 

Tobacco  and  Snuff, 

Tools  and  Seeds, 

Blacksmithing, 

Stock, 

Fertilzers, 

Miscellaneous, 

Wood, 

Interest  on  personal  property, 


M593  04 
221  58 
21  00 
18  47 
12  00 
236  15 
25  57 


$600  00 
215  29 
156  37 
953  46 
434  53 
243  77 
72  10 

195  57 
38  75 
12  40 
40  70 
19  67 
97  56 
70 
50 
00 

13 

00 

99 


3& 
3i5 

42 
1  1 8 

4" 
1  *jh 


$2127  81 
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Rent,  .  325  00 

  $4078  49 

Less  receipts,  2127  81 


Balance  being  net  expense,         $1950  68 
Cost  per  week  for  each  inmate,  $1.98 — . 

Making  the  net  expense  of  each  town  as  follows: 

Holden,  $290  75 

Hubbardston,  i  281  70 

Oakham,  147  64 

Paxton,  -     206  46 

Rutland,  206  46 

Templeton,  134  °7 

Westminster,  683  60 

  $  1950  68 

Neither  Phillipston  or  Royalston  furnished  an  inmate  for 
the  Institution. 

The  condition  of  the  last  year  and  the  first  ten  years  is  as 
follows: — 

No.                   Total             Weekly  Cost 

Inmates           No.  weeks         Average  Per  week 

Last  year,  38                      888                 17  1-1.3  $2  00 

Average  first  ten  years,        883  3-7           17  2  223 

This  report  chronicles  another  prosperous  year  for  the 
Association  The  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  good. 
Bountiful  crops  have  been  harvested  and  the  herd  of  cattle 
increased  so  that  it  consists  of  20  cows  and  a  bull,  the  returns 
from  which  have  been  satisfactory  notwithstanding  the  high 
price  of  grain.  The  milk  was  sold  at  26  cents  per  can  for 
the  first  six  months  beginning  with  April  1,  and  at  30  cents 
for  the  balance  of  the  year.  This  was  the  highest  offer  re 
I  .  i vcd ,  and  was  paid  by  a  son  ol  the  warden,  who  boards  :il 
the  farm  paying  $20  a  month  for  himself  and  horse.    A  dam 
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has  been  built  by  the  town  of  Holden  which  flows  a  resevoir 
that  furnishes  an  unfailing  supply  of  running  water,  thereby 
satisfactorily  settling  the  water  question.  The  hearts  ol  the 
inmates  were  again  gladdened  by  the  Hon.  F.  S.  Coolidge  of 
Fitchburg  who  furnished  his  usual  bountiful  Christmas  din- 
ner. Mr.  A.  L.  Potter  and  wife  have  been  engaged  for  the 
ensuing  year  to  fill  the  position  so  acceptably  filled  by  them 
for  the  last  six  years. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HOBART  RAYMOND,  Westminster,  President, 

JESSE  ALLEN,  Oakham,  Secretary, 

FRED  T.  HOLT,  Holden,  Treasurer, 

JOHN  ADAMS,  Hubbardston, 

HENRY  H.  PIKE.  Paxton, 

D.  WEBSTER  BAKER,  Phillipston, 

HENRY  A.  KENNEN,  Rutland, 

CALEB  W.  DAY,  Royalston, 

CHARLES  H.  LEATHE,  Templeton, 


Board  of  Management. 


REPORT  OF  TREE  WARDEN- 


During  the  past  year  I  have  set  out  about  fort}'  rock 
maple  trees  down  the  East  Center  hill,  have  been  called  to 
look  at  several  trees  that  were  spiked  and  thought  to  be 
too  near  the  road,  also  to  trees  which  were  decayed  and 
dangerous  to  public  travel.  Have  examined  trees  in  regard 
to  insects  that  are  destroying  shade  trees  in  many  places.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  any  of  those  pests. 

Appropriation,  $25  00 


EXPENDITURES, 


Paid  H.  C.  Fobes  for  labor, 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge:  for  labor, 


$4  82 
5  99 


$10  81 


CHAS.  H.  TROWBRIDGE,  Tree  Warden. 


Free   Publid  I^ibrki'y. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Dr. 


Balance  on  hand, 
Annual  appropriation, 
Fines  and  sale  ol  cards, 


$53  20 
50  00 
2  27 


#r°5  47 


Cr. 

Paid  for  care  of  library,  $25  00 

Exchange  of  books  for  Coldbrook,  20  00 

For  new  books,  37  75 

Express  and  postage,  3  39 

Cash  on  hand,  19  33 


$105  47 


Present  number  of  volumes  in  library,  1x80 

Number  added  during  year,  177 

Circulation  during  year,  1775 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books,  132 

Largest  number  charged  in  one  day,  47 

Smallest     "                                   "  23 

The  library  has  had  a  prosperous  year,  the  circulation 
having  been  tbe  largest  in  its  history.  Increasing  interest 
is  shown  in  reading  year  by  year.  By  a  recent  act  ol  the 
Legislature  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  books  have  been 
given  by  the  State  to  the  smaller  towns.  Fifty  dollars  o(  this 
appropriation  remains  for  the  coming  year. 


M.  L.  WOODIS, 
FRANK  E.  DAVIS, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 


-  Library  Trustees. 


I 


REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 


Dr. 

$25  00 
2  10 
5  38 
5  00 

  $37  4S 

Cr. 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,    work   on  Old 

Cemetery,  $2  10 

D.  R.  Dean,  work  on  South  Cemetery,    8  00 
Jesse  Allen,  work    on  South  West 

Cemetery,  1  50 

Cash  on  hand,  25  88 

  $37  48 

Marked  improvements  have  been  made  in  all  the  Public 
Cemeteries  of  the  town,  and  it  is  hoped  that  much  more  will 
be  done  the  coming  season. 

Wm.  S.  CRAWFORD, 
D.  R.  DEAN, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 

Cemetery  Committee. 


To  town  appropriation  of  1900, 
Received  from  town, 
Income  of  Rev.  G.  H.  Gould  fund, 
From  Daniel  H.  Dean, 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


STATISTICS. 

Number  pupils  enrolled,  101 

Average  membership,  81.8 

Average  attendance,  76.5 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  93.5 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Dr. 


To  amount  of  appropriation,                    $1200  00 
Received  from  state  school  fund,  859  08 
State  return  for  Supt.  of  schools,  250  00 
Received  from  dog  tax  refunded,  163  92 
"         "     education  of  state  chil- 
dren, 26  50 
"         "      education    of  Boston 

children,  203  00 

Appropriation  for  school  Supt.,  200  00 

Received  from  sale  of  school  supplies,  3  19 

High  school  tuition  refunded,  173  50 


S3079  19 
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Expenditures. 

Salary  of  superintendent, 

"  committee, 
Taking  school  census, 
Salary  tor  teachers, 
Fuel, 

Transportation, 
Supplies, 

Care  of  school  supplies, 
Janitors, 

Tuition  to  Town  of  Rutland, 
Tuition  to  Town  of  Barre, 
Repairs, 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 
MINNIE  L.  WOODIS, 
HORACE W.  LINCOLN, 

School  Committee 


$300  00 
S2  01 

5  00 
1425  00 
76  00 
85  00 

99  09 
10  00 
67  25 
43  5° 
66  00 
18  28 
  $2277  13 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 


This  certifies  that  I  have  examined  and  approved  the 
accounts  of  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  poor,  school  com- 
mitte,  road  commissioner,  tax  collector,  treasurer,  library 
trustees  and  cemetery  committee,  and  have  found  them  to 
be  correct. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  P.  DAY.  Jr.,  Auditor. 


TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  FOR  1902. 


BIRTHS. 

Mar.  S,  Daughter  (Ruby)  to  Walter  and  Mable  Bullard. 
June  28,  Son   ( Douglas  Sinclair )    to  John   C.    and  Lillian 
Rutherford. 

June  29,  Son    ( Gordon  Chellis )    to    Leroy  H.    and  Emma 
Sargent 

Aug   13,  Son  (Ralph  Emerson)  to  Sidney  I.  and  Jessie  Dean. 
Aug.  14,  Daughter  (Hattie  Gladys)  to  George  L.  and  Mary 
Edson . 

Sept.  17,  Son  (Walter  Thomas)  to  James  and  Ellen  Scott. 
Sept.  26,  Daughter  (Marion  Corrinne)  to  James  P.  and  Carrie 
Fairbank. 

Oct.  27,  Son  (George  Franklin)  to  Wallace  and  Cora  Grimes. 
Nov.  13,  Son  (Joseph  S.)  to  Walter  and  Mary  Bruce. 
Dec.  18,  Son  (Harold  Taylor)  to  Irving  and  Bertha  Mullett. 
Dec.  29,  Son  (  Peter  Daniel)  to  Martin  and  Lizzie  White. 

MARKJ  AGES. 

Apr.  3,  Sidney  I.  Dean  to  Jessie  I.  Taylor. 

Apr.  30,  James  Donovan  to  Mary  Kent. 

May  15,  Alfred  F.  Dewing  to  Bertha  C.  Lovell. 

July  27,  Walter  J.  Bruce  to  Mary  L  Brouellett. 

Aug.  28,  John  N.  Tucker  to  Elsie  E.  .Sherman. 

Sept.  12,  Windsor  A.  Brown,  M.  D.  to  Maria  L.  Lincoln. 


DEATHS. 


vi;s 

MOS. 

DAYS 

Feb.  16,  James  Allen. 

c8 

3 

9 

Apr.  6,  James  W.  Bemis, 

45 

0 

25 

May  7,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Dean, 

72 

6 

'5 

May  20,  Alfred  P.  Wright, 

2  1 

4 

'5 

Sept.  13,  S.  James  Foster, 

70 

7 

4 

Nov.  1,  Win.  H.  Smith, 

7 

24 

Nov.  7,  Mrs.  Ruth  E.  Butler, 

70 

4 

10 

Nov.  16,  Joseph  S.  Bruce, 

3 

No.  of  Voters,  Male  165. 

Female 

1  2. 

No.  of  dogs  licensed,  77. 

Male  64, 

Female 

'.V 

J  ESSE  ALLEN,  Town  Ci.kkk. 


WARRANT  FOR  TOWN  MEETING. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  William  S.  Crawford,  01  either  of  the  Constables   of  the 
town  of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING: 

In  the  name  ol  the  Commonwealth  ol  Massachusetts, 
you  are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  cf  the 
Town  of  Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town 
affairs  to  meet  at  the  town  hall  known  as  "Memorial  Hall," 
on  Monday  the  seventh  day  of  April  next  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
to  wit: 

Article  ist. — To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2d. — To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several 
town  officers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3d. — To  bring  in  their  votes  for  Town  Clerk, 
three  Selectmen,  three  Assessors,  three  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  Collector  ot  Taxes,  Treasurer,  three  Fence  Viewers, 
six  Constables,  Tree  Warden,  and  Auditor  for  one  year.  One 
School  Committee,  Library  Trustee,  and  Cemetery  Com- 
mittee for  three  years.  Also,  to  vote  "Yes"  or  "No"  in 
answer  to  the  question ,  "Shall  license  be  granted  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?"  all  on  one  ballot. 
Ballot  to  lie  folded  as  received  when  presented  for  deposit  in 
the  ballot-box.  The  polls  to  l>e  opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
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Article  4th. — To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected 
by  ballott. 

Article  5th. — To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will 
allow  their  Treasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  6th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers  as 
required  under  chapter  298,  section  1  and  2  of  the  Acts  and 
Resolves  of  the  year  1889. 

Article  7th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  bonding  their  officials. 

Article  8th.  —  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will 
allow  for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening 
roads  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  9th. — To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  10th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the 
treasurer  with  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  such 
sums  of  money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  nth. — To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 

Article  12th. — To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting 
taxes  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  13th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
to  care  for  the  Town  Hall  and  ring  bell  lor  the  ensuing  year, 
or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  14th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  abate  any  taxes 
that  ma)  be  presented  for  abatement. 
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Article  15th. — To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  16th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  light- 
ing the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote 
relative  thereto. 

Article  17th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  some 
person  or  persons  as  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits 
that  may  be  brought  for  or  against  the  town  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Article  18th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  for  copying  and  indexing  the  old 
records  of  the  town  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  or  pass 
any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  19th. — To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
provisions  of  chapter  482  of  the  acts  of  1901  providing  for  the 
election  of  Town  Clerk  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  pass 
any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  20th. — To  see  what  disposition  the  town  will 
make  of  the  old  hearse  house,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
up  three  attested  copies  thereof  one  at  each  of  the  post- 
offices  and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting-house  in  said 
town  seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said 
meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eleventh  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and* two. 

FRANK  S.  CON  A  NT,  )  Selectmen 
HARRY  B.  PARKER.  [  of 
CARLOS  P.  HILL,       \  Oakham. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  pupils  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  number  of  terms  specified: 

CENTER  SCHOOL, 

One  Term: —  Minnie  Bullard,  Clarence  Grimes,  Nellie 
Gueley,  Kimball  Packard,  Nellie  Talbot,  Jane 
McGrevey,  John  Flaherty,  Thomas  Garland,    Ida  Yeo. 

Two  Terms: —  Mildred  Burt,  Leroy  Burt,  Jennie  Sheern, 
Irna  Clifford,  Israel  Sacks,  Alice  Yeo,  John  Donovan. 

Three  Terms: —  Eva  Allen,  Alice  Loring,  Mary 
McGrevey,  Abram  Sacks. 

WEST  SCHOOL, 

One  Term: —    Daniel    O'Donnell,      Sadie  McClanathan, 

Frederick  Allen,  Francis  Gaffney. 
Two  Terms: —  Frederick    Kenney,     Alice  Bullard,  John 

Moran. 

Three  Terms: —  Mary  O'Donnell,  Catherine  O'Donnell, 
James  Kenney. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL, 

One  Term: —  Helena  Rutherford,    Mary  Robinson,  John 

Robinson,  Frank  Bartlett,  Charlotte  Keep. 
Two  Terms: —  Alice  Keep. 

COLDBROOK  SCHOOL, 

Oxb    Term: —  Leroy  Monroe,  Hazel  Bemis. 
Two  Terms:—      James    Bemis,      Evelyn  Cody,  Marion 
Winslow, 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

FOR 

The  Central  Worcester  District. 


TOWNS : 


Holden,  Oakham,  Paxton,  Rutland, 

Worcester  County,  Mass. 
March,  1902. 


THE  CENTRAL  WORCESTER  DISTRICT. 


The  district  was  formed  July  16,  1900.  The  services  and 
salary  of  the  superintendent  are  shared  as  follows:  Holden, 
five-tenths;  Oakham,  two-tenths;  Paxton,  one-tenth,  and  Rut- 
land, two-tenths.  The  superintendent's  year  begins  Aug.  1. 
Thirty-two  teachers  are  employed,  in  thirty  schools.  The 
chairman  of  the  joint  committee  is  Walter  A.  Hunter  of  Rut- 
land, and  the  secretary  is  Mrs.  Marion  E.  Warren  of  Holden. 
The  names  of  the  members  of  the  various  committees,  with 
the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms,  are  shown  below: 

Holden:  James  S.  Holden,  chairman,  1903;  Mrs.  Marion 
E.  Warren,  secretary,  1904;  Walter  T.  Howe,  1904;  Frank  J. 
Knowlton,  1902;  Mrs.  H.  H.  Holden,  1902;  Mrs.  G.  S.  Graham, 
1903. 

Oakham:  Jesse  Allen,  chairman  and  secretary,  1903;  H.  W. 
Lincoln,  1904;  Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  1902. 

Paxton:  Lewis  S.  Clapp,  chairman,  1905;  Mrs.  E.  P.  Keep, 
secretary,  1903;  Mrs.  C.  F.  Flint,  1904. 

Rutland:  Walter  T.  Hunter,  chairman,  1902;  E.  W.  Ward, 
secretary,  1903;  Dr.  David  T.  Butler,  Jr.,  1904. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committees  of  Hold  en.  Oakham,  Paxton  and  Rut- 
land: 

The  second  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of  schools 
for  the  Central  Worcester  District  is  herewith  respectfully 
submitted. 

"A  republic's  chief  business  is  education."  The  work  of  the 
public  school  has  become  a  most  important  phase  of  our  "chief 
business,"  and  must  therefore  command  the  interest  of  every 
good  citizen.  The  following  pages  contain  a  brief  account  of 
some  of  the  things  done  or  planned  in  our  schools  during  the 
year.  Matters  concerning  the  district  as  a  whole  are  first  pre- 
sented, and  later  those  regarding  the  particular  towns.  I  trust 
that  all  who  may  have  read  thus  far  may  continue  the  read- 
ing to  the  end. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Regular  and  punctual  attendance  on  the  part  of  pupils  is  es- 
sential to  the  attainment  of  the  ends  of  the  schools.  The  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  require  such  attendance  of  all  children 
between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen,  necessary  absence 
only  being  excused. 

The  "per  cent,  of  attendance"  in  the  "Statistical  Tables" 
which  follow,  and  in  the  "Summary"  here  inserted,  indicates 
the  number  of  days  of  school  attendance  actually  secured  out 
of  each  hundred  days  due  from  the  average  membership.  The 
per  cent,  in  all  the  towns  but  Holden  is  slightly  increased  over 
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Summary  of  Attendance. 


z 

W 

a 
j 

X 

Oakham. 

Paxton. 

Rutland. 

Total. 

No.  enrolled  since  September  1,  1901, 

roc 

ooo 

101 

68 

266 

970 

Average  membership  for  year, 

460.5 

81.8 

63.0 

210.9 

816.2 

Average  attendance  for  year, 

414.5 

76.5 

54.6 

184.9 

730.5 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  year, 

90.0 

93.5 

86.6 

87.6 

89.4 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  last  year, 

91.8 

92.8 

82.3 

86.4 

88.3 

that  of  last  year,  but  only  Oakham  exceeds  the  average  for  the 
state,  which  is  92.  The  average  for  the  district,  89.4,  means 
that  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  school  time  and  expenditures 
was  lost  to  those  for  whom  the  schools  are  provided.  The  loss 
by  absence  is  really  much  greater  than  the  per  cent,  indicates, 
as  a  pupil  still  suffers  on  account  of  his  absence  after  he  re- 
turns to  school,  through  his  inability  to  do  the  work  which  his 
classmates  have  done  in  his  absence.  If  the  teacher  gives  the 
irregular  pupil  special  assistance  in  recovering  his  losses,  it 
is  often  at  the  expense  of  the  pupils  who  have  been  regular,  so 
that  others  are  losers  as  well  as  the  delinquent.  State  Super- 
intendent Schaeffer  of  Pennsylvania  has  calculated  from  the 
comparative  earnings  during  a  life  time  of  an  educated  and  an 
uneducated  person  that  a  child's  school  time,  properly  em- 
ployed, is  worth  about  ten  dollars  per  day.  Computed  on  this 
basis,  the  losses  we  suffer  are  enormous. 

An  examination  of  the  registers  will  show  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  absences  are  charged  to  a  small  proportion  of 
the  pupils.  The  large  majorily  of  parents  exercise  due  care  in 
the  matter,  and  their  children  are  fairly  regular  in  attendance. 
II  is  the  minority  thai  the  compulsory  attendance  law  is  de- 
signed to  reach.  It  is  plain  thai  prosecution  under  the  law 
will  he  necessary  in  some  cases  to  remedy  the  difficulty.  I 
have  the  names  of  about  thirty  parents  who  "have  failed  for 
live  day  sessions  or  ten  half  day  sessions   within  a    period  of 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 

HOLDEN. 


SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

Terms. 
1901 -'02. 

No.  Weeks 
in  Term. 

a 

QE  x 

^  a 

o  o 

Average 
Attendance. 

Per  cent, 
of  Attendance. 

Per  cent, 
for  Year. 

No.  Cases  of 
Tardiness. 

High  School,  -j 

A.  K.  Learned,  Prin.. 
Lily  E.  Gunderson. 

Assistant, 

(  Spring. 
-  Fall, 
t  Winter 

12 
16 
11 

39.0 
48.2 
48.8 

36.6 
45.2 
46.0. 

94.0 
93.9 
94.1 

94.0 

10 
18 

2 

Center  Grammar,  j 

Sadie  G.  Dexter, 
Alma  M.  Atwell, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
16 

8 

23.9 
33.0 
29.0 

30.0 
24.0 

92.9 
91.0 

82.7 

88.8 

42 
42 
11 

Center  Primary,  j 

Margery  A.  Rice, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
16 

8 

52.5 
40.3 
36.6 

45.0 
35.7 
30.1 

85.0 
88.5 
82.2 

85.2 

68 
111 

35 

Jefferson  Higher,  -j 

Edward  B.  Jones, Prin 
M.  Bessie  Tidd. 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter. 

12 
16 
8 

22.0 
19.0 
19.0 

21.1 
17.9 
17.5 

93  0 
94.7 
92.5 

93.4 

34 
44 
18 

Jefferson,  Room  4,-j 

Clara  K.  Bascom, 

Spring, 
Fall, 
Winte  , 

12 
16 
8 

23.7 
35.9 
308 

22.3 
33.0 
25.6 

93.9 
91.7 
82.9 

89.5 

7 
61 
15 

Jefferson,  Room  3,  j 

Florence  G.  Holden, 
Elizabeth  Hoxie, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
16 

8 

48.1 
38.1 
36.6 

44.3 
35.3 
32.0 

92.1 
92.0 
89.3 

91.1 

45 
40 
24 

Jefferson,  Room  2,  -j 

Grace  F.  Mulcahy. 
Esther  C.  Hendricks, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
16 
8 

30.0 
38.8 
37.7 

28  3 
35.9 
32.3 

95.4 
92.6 
85.5 

91.1 

2° 
21 
15 

Jefferson,  Room  1, j 

Esther  C.  Hendricks, 
Mary  L.  Gove, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter 

12 
16 

8 

38.5 
27.7 
24.9 

34.9 
23.7 
17.8 

91.6 
88.4 
75.1 

85.0 

24 
8 
4 

Chaffln,  j 
Grammar,  j 

Florence  L.  Johnson, 

Spring, 

Fall. 

Winter, 

12 
16 
8 

26.1 
32.2 
34.8 

25.0 
30.0 
30.8 

96.0 
93.3 
88.4 

92.4 

1 
3 
1 

Chaffln,  Primary,  -j 

Mabel  C.  Reid, 

Spring, 

Fall. 

Winter, 

12 
16 

8 

29.1 
25.6 
27.5 

26.5 
23.6 
19.0 

91.1 
94.4 
72.2 

85.9 

5 
6 
5 

Quinapoxet,  J 
Grammar,  j 

G.  Georgiana  Gibbs, 
Effalene  H.  King, 
Alice  Frye, 

Spring, 

Fall. 

Winter, 

12 
16 

8 

14.6 

28.9 
29.4 

13.9 

27.0 
24.2 

95.2 
93.2 
81.9 

90.1 

0 
31 
40 

Quinapoxet,  j 
Primary,  i 

Jennie  M.  Childs, 
Lillian  A.  Warner, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
16 
8 

33.7 
26.7 
25.5 

32.0 
24.8 
19.8 

94.9 
92.5 
77.6 

88.3 

15 
49 

32 

North  Woods,  -j 

Margaret  G.  Fleming, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
16 

8 

17.7 

16.2 
15.9 

16.6 
15.8 
15.4 

91.5 
97.5 
96.5 

96.1 

4 

5 
13 

Springdale,  -j 

A.  Florence  Kirby, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
16 
8 

19.0 
19.0 
14.0 

17.4 
14.6 

8.0 

91.6 

88.0 
59.0 

79.5 

6 
15 
4 

Dawson,  -j 

Catherine  E.  Crowe, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
16 

23.0 
16.4 
19.1 

21.3 
15.2 
17.7 

92.0 
92.0 
92.0 

92.0 

9 
3 
11 

South,  | 

Sadie  I.  Packard, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
16 

8 

22.4 
21.2 
20.8 

22.3 
21.0 
19.9 

99.7 

98 

95.8 

98.1 

1 
4 

16 

IS 


PAXTON. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHERS. 

Terms. 

1901 -'02. 

No.  Weeks 
in  Term. 

Average 
Membership. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Per  cent, 
of  Attendance. 

Per  cent, 
for  Year. 

No.  Cases  of 
Tardiness. 

Grammar,  -j 

Mary  H.  Dow, 
Rachel  U.  Cornwell, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
13 

9 

14.9 
17.0 
15.6 

13.0 
14.8 
12.9 

87.3 
87.4 
82.8 

85.8 

36 
70 
80 

Intermediate,  j 

M.  Alice  Converse, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
13 
9 

23.1 
20.8 
23.5 

20.5 
19.2 
19.6 

88.9 
92.0 
83.8 

88.2 

40 
20 
63 

Primary,  j 

Rena  Chadwick, 
Lulu  M.  Baker, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
13 

9 

26.4 
24.1 
23.9 

22.8 
21.1 
20.1 

86.4 
87.5 
84.2 

86.0 

29 
28 

RUTLAND. 

High  School,  | 

Frank  P.  Ayer,  Prin., 
Edith  Brown. 

Assistant, 

Spring, 

Fall. 

Winter, 

12 
9 

15.8 
33.9 
31.2 

14.9 
32.4 
26.1 

89.4 
96.1 
83.3 

89.6 

14 
17 

52 

Center  Grammar,  j 

Jennie  B.  Burnham, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
12 
9 

39.9 
48.9 
44.4 

36.0 
44.1 
36.2 

90.2 
90.0 
81.3 

87.1 

18 

29 
84 

Center  j 
Intermediate,") 

Jennie  B.  Haskell, 
Louise  Livermore, 

Spring, 

Fall. 

Winter, 

12 
12 
9 

32.0 
36.5 
38.6 

28.9 
32.9 
31.1 

90.0 
89.0 
79.1 

86.0 

30 
58 
98 

Center  Primary  -j 

Helen  H.  Jacques, 
Annie  M.  Jenness, 

Spring, 
Fal  . 
Winter, 

9 

59.4 
44.8 
31.6 

52.5 
38.8 
26.5 

84.0 
86.0 
69.0 

79.6 

44 

36 
50 

North  Rutland,  -| 

Grace  E.  Damon, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

12 
10 

32.6 
28.3 
28.4 

27.3 
24.6 
21.3 

83.6 
87.0 
75.0 

81.9 

18 
75 
40 

West  Rutland.  -j 

Lucy  M.  Grant, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

9 

26.0 
80.0 
31.0 

25.0 
28.1 
29.0 

96.0 
93.6 
91.0 

93.5 

0 

32 
9 

OAKHAM. 

Center  Grammar,  -j 

Florence  E.  Both  well, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

10 

1 1 
11 

18.0 
15.2 
16.9 

17.5 
14.6 
15  8 

97.0 
96.4 
93.6 

95.8 

12 
13 
21 

Center  Primary,  -j 

Minnie  M.  Mellcn. 

Spring, 

Full. 

Winter, 

10 

1 1 
1 1 

21.5 
20.0 
20.2 

20.7 
19  0 
19.4 

95.7 
95.3 
96.3 

95.7 

18 
0 
0 

Coldbrook,  -j 

Alice  Plltcroft, 
Lena  l{.  Kdmands, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

13 
10 
11 

13.5 
12.8 
13.0 

13.2 
12.0 
11.5 

97.6 
93,3 
84.0 

91.6 

1 

5 
6 

South,  -J 

Alice  Dudley, 

Julia  m.  Barnard, 

Mrs.  Minnie  Woodls, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

li) 
1 1 
1 1 

14.7 
16.8 
15.9 

13.2 
15.2 
14.0 

87.0 
90  n 
87.11 

8H.0 

3 
3 

West,  | 

Julia,  m.  Barnard, 
ah hea  RusBell, 

Spring, 

Fall, 

Winter, 

in 
1 1 
11 

13.7 
15.7 
17.0 

13.0 
1  1.8 
15.8 

95.0 
94.0 
93.0 

91.0 

10 
0 
15 

six  mouths"  to  cause  their  children  to  attend  school  as  the 
statute  requires.  Such  parents,  on  conviction,  are  liable  to  a 
fine  of  "not  more  than  twenty  dollars."'  One  father  is  ap- 
parently liable  to  such  fine  twice  during  the  past  year  for  each 
of  five  children. 

The  school  authorities  are  permitted  to  excuse  cases  of  nec- 
essary absence,  and  the  responsibility  of  determining  the 
necessity  is  placed  upon  them  alone.  The  school  authorities 
are  therefore  legally  entitled  to  know  the  reason  for  the  ab- 
sence. The  teachers  are  instructed  to  ascertain  as  promptly 
as  possible  the  reason  of  each  absence,  and  to  make  a  record 
on  the  register  as  to  whether  it  is  excused  or  unexcused.  Ill- 
ness, extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  a  few  other  rea- 
sons are  accepted  as  valid.  Absence  on  account  of  work  re- 
quired by  the  parent  is  the  kind  which  the  law  specially  aims 
to  prevent,  and  therefore  is  usually  unexcused. 

The  truant  officers  of  a  town  are  often  at  a  distance,  and  it  is 
sometimes  impossible  to  report  to  them  promptly  cases  need- 
ing their  attention.  Teachers  will  be  instructed  to  use  all  dili- 
gence in  accounting  for  absences,  and  to  call  on  the  officers 
when  it  is  necessary.  A  blank  for  the  teacher's  report  will  be 
furnished,  and  also  for  the  officer's  report  of  his  investigations. 
The  truant  officers  usually  find  that  the  parent,  not  the  child, 
is  the  blameworthy  party,  though  a  few  voluntary  truants 
have  been  found. 

The  ''Summary"  shows  that  Oakham  has  the  highest  aver- 
age per  cent,  of  attendance,  as  last  year.  A  glance  through 
the  tables  will  show  the  comparative  regularity  of  the  differ- 
ent schools.  The  South  school,  in  Holden,  still  has  the  best 
record  of  any  in  the  district,  and  its  per  cent.,  98.1,  is  higher 
than  that  of  last  year.  The  teacher  has  been  many  years  in 
this  school,  and  there  has  been  developed  in  the  neighborhood 
an  ideal  public  sentiment  on  the  matter  of  attendance.  The 
children  go  to  their  business  as  regularly  as  older  persons  go 
to  theirs,  and  the  parents  are  as  interested  in  getting  the  chil- 
dren to  school  as  in  getting  the  milk  to  the  market. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  several  schools  which  arc  nut 
far  behind  Miss  Packard's.    With  the  co-operation  of  children. 
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teachers,  parents,  committees,  and  of  truant  officers  when  re- 
quired, it  is  hoped  that  the  number  of  such  schools  may  be 
largely  increased. 

Emphasis  is  placed  on  this  subject  as  a  matter  of  business. 
We  wish  to  have  the  towns  receive  in  school  benefits  what 
they  pay  for.  But  more  important  than  this  is  the  moral  value 
to  the  child  of  the  training  into  habits  of  regularity  and 
promptness  which  school  attendance  involves.  Such  habits 
are  the  foundation  of  success  in  any  sphere  of  life. 

THE  BUSINESS  VIEW  OF  SCHOOL  WORK. 

Ill  my  report  of  last  year  T  presented  some  ideas  on  the 
school  regarded  ns  a  business  enterprise.  The  article  was 
honored  by  a  reprint  in  The  Journal  of  Education.  Dr.  N. 
C.  Schaeffer,  superintendent  of  public  instruction  in  Penn- 
sylvania, presents  another  phase  of  this  subject  in  such  an 
impressive  manner  that  T  wish  to  bring  his  view  to  the  at- 
tention of  our  citizens.    Superintendent  Schaeffer  writes: 

Assuming  that  an  ignorant  man  has  work  three  hundred  days  in  a  year 
and  earns  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day  (certainly  a  liberal  estimate),  he  can 
in  forty  years  earn  $18,000.  The  work  of  an  educated  man  is  paid  by  the 
month  or  the  year,  seldom  by  the  day.  Assuming  that  an  educated  man 
earns  $1000  a  year  (a  low  average  estimate),  we  see  that  in  forty  years 
his  earnings  will  amount  to  $40,000.  The  difference  of  $22,000  should  be 
credited  to  the  years  spent  in  getting  an  education.  Dividing  this  amount 
by  the  days  necessary  to  get  a  good  education,  say  twelve  years  of  nine 
months  each,  or  eleven  years  of  200  days  each,  we  get  as  the  value  of  a 
day  properly  improved  at  school  a  sum  equal  to  ten  dollars.    *    *    *  .* 

The  figures  do  not  appear  incredible  to  those  who  arc  familiar  with  the 
well-known  calculation  of  United  States  Commissioner  Harris,  who  com- 
pares the  average  earnings  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  United 
States  (average  school  life  equal  to  four  years  of  two  Hundred  days  each) 
with  the  average  earnings  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  (where  the  aver- 
age school  life  is  seven  years  of  two  hundred  days  each)  and  finds  an  ex- 
cess of  earnings  which  amounts  for  Die  entire  population  of  that  Common- 
wealth (o  I  lie  magnificent  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars 
a  nnually. 

II'  ;t  hoy  lias  not  made  a  mistake  in  Selecting  his  parents,  that  is,  if  he 
has  been  born  with  a  Round  mind  in  a  sound  body,  if  he  grows  up  in  a 
good  home  and  enjoys  (he  tlliti  >f  good  teachers  for  (lie  time  above  spec- 
ified, which,  of  course,  includes  n  good  high  school  course,  the  calculation 
thai  a  boy's  lime  iii  bcIiooI  is  worth  ten  dollars  a  day  will  nol  be  found 
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far  wrong.  If  to  the  high  school  course  he  adds  college  and  professional 
courses,  a  simple  calculation  will  show  that  the  time  properly  improved 
in  study  is  worth  double,  if  not  many  times,  this  amount.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  abridges  his  school  days  by  irregular  attendance  or  by  ab- 
sence either  at  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  term,  he  inevitably  diminishes 
the  value  of  the  days  on  which  he  attends  school.  In  other  words,  the 
value  of  school  days  is  enhanced  by  regular  attendance,  by  the  length  and 
thoroughness  of  the  course  of  study  pursued,  whilst  their  value  in  future 
earning  power  is  diminished  by  breaks  in  the  attendance,  by  short  terms 
of  school,  by  poor  teaching  and  by  failure  to  improve  the  time  spent  at 
school.  ***** 

It  is  apparent  that  if  a  farmer  keeps  his  ten-year-old  son  at  home  to  do 
work  which  is  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  while 
every  day  of  the  boy's  time  properly  spent  at  school  yields  ten  dollars  in 
future  earning  capacity,  he  is  really  robbing  eight  and  a  half  dollars  from 
the  family  estate.  Even  if  this  result  is  two  or  three  times  as  high  as  it 
should  be,  the  foregoing  still  remains  a  case  of  robbing  the  boy  of  future 
earning  capacity. 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  only  specific  power  granted  by  statute  to  a  school  su- 
perintendent in  Massachusetts  is  that  of  approving  "age  and 
schooling  certificates"  for  children  over  fourteen  employed  in 
factories.  His  function  of  "the  care  and  supervision  of  the 
public  schools"  is  exercised  "under  the  direction  and  control 
of  the  committee."  Whatever  theoretical  confusion  may  exist 
as  to  the  respective  duties  of  the  committee  and  superintend- 
ent, no  practical  difficulty  has  arisen  in  this  district.  Some  of 
the  work  performed  "under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
committee"  is  described  below: 

1.  Visiting  Schools. — Nearly  all  the  school  days  have  been 
spent  in  the  school-rooms,  only  an  occasional  day  being  taken 
for  pressing  work  at  the  office.  School  visitation  includes  the 
observation  of  the  work  of  the  teacher  and  pupils,  the  giving 
of  lessons  intended  to  illustrate  or  suggest  future  lines  of  ef- 
fort for  the  teacher,  the  testing  of  pupils  with  reference  to 
suggestions  previously  given,  and  general  consultation  with 
the  teacher  on  matters  of  instruction  or  management.  Com- 
mendation or  suggestion  is  frequently  written  in  a  notebook 
furnished  for  the  purpose  to  every  teacher's  desk. 
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2.  Teachers'1  Meetings. — Two  regular  meetings  have  been 
held  in  each  town  in  each  of  the  fall  and  spring  terms,  and 
one  in  the  winter  term.  At  these  meetings  the  broader  as- 
pects of  our  work  have  been  discussed,  with  a  view  to  making 
them  helpful  to  teachers  of  all  grades.  At  several  of  the 
meetings  special  papers  by  teachers  have  been  presented,  and 
in  all,  opportunity  for  general  discussion  has  been  given.  The 
winter  meeting  had  for  its  topic  "Moral  Culture  in  the 
School." 

In  the  spring  term,  four  special  meetings,  described  else- 
where, were  held  for  instruction  in  drawing.  In  the  same 
term  an  institute  was  held  at  Rutland  for  all  the  teachers  of 
the  district.  At  this  meeting  we  enjoyed  the  helpful  services 
of  Mr.  J.  W.  MacDonald,  agent  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
of  Mr.  Walter  Sargent,  the  assistant  agent  for  drawing.  In 
the  fall  term  nearly  all  our  teachers  attended  the  meeting  of 
the  Worcester  County  Teachers'  Association. 

At  the  next  regular  meeting  in  the  towns,  "The  Teaching  of 
Geography"  will  be  considered.  Members  of  the  committees 
and  all  others  interested  are  invited  to  attend  and  participate. 

3.  The  Teachers'  Portfolio. — Each  teacher  has  been  furnished 
a  durable  portfolio  in  which  to  preserve  mimeographed  pages 
of  directions,  outlines  of  topics  for  meetings,  suggestions  for 
special  study,  and  other  matter  sent  to  her  by  the  superin- 
tendent from  time  to  time.  She  is  directed  to  place  in  the 
same  portfolio  her  own  notes  of  teachers'  meetings.  This 
portfolio  is  very  useful  to  the  permanent  teacher,  and  is  even 
more  so  to  the  new  teacher  as  a  means  of  informing  her  of  the 
plans  of  work  in  progress  with  which  she  is  expected  to  fall  in 
line.  The  portfolio  now  contains  thirty-seven  pages.  A  few 
of  (he  titles  included  in  its  contents  are  (lie  following:  "Train- 
ing and  Teaching,"  "Some  Fundamentals  in  Arithmetic,"  "Di- 
rections  for  Written  Examinations,"  "The  Care  of  School  Ma- 
terial," "Notes  for  the  New  Year,"  "Patrons'  Day,"  "Notes  on 
the  Three  R's,"  "Morals  and  Manners." 

i.  The  Nomination  of  Teachers. — Except  in  a  few  instances 
where  satisfactory  teachers  liave  been  immediately  available, 
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the  filling  of  vacancies  in  the  teaching  force  has  involved  con- 
siderable preliminary  correspondence,  and  the  sifting  of  can- 
didates. The  superintendent  has  done  this  work,  and  has 
nominated  to  the  committees  the  best  teachers  he  could  find 
at  the  salary  allowed.  In  several  instances  committees  have 
placed  upon  the  superintendent  the  entire  responsibility  of 
the  choice. 

5.  Examinations  and  Promotions. — The  superintendent  in- 
tends, through  both  oral  and  written  examinations,  to  keep 
informed  as  to  the  progress  of  classes,  and  to  have  before  him  in 
tangible  form  the  data  on  which  to  base  his  action  in  deciding 
cases  where  promotion  is  doubtful.  Examinations  are  given 
also  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  results  of  teaching  on 
special  points,  with  a  view  to  the  guidance  of  the  teacher. 

G.  The  Purchase  of  Books  and  Supplies. — In  the  choice  of 
books  to  be  recommended  for  purchase  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration has  been  given  to  the  character  of  the  books,  and 
to  the  special  needs  designed  to  be  met  by  their  use.  By  care- 
ful investigation  of  the  market,  and  by  purchasing  for  the 
whole  district,  the  standard  school  supplies  have  been  ob- 
tained at  low  prices. 

Miscellaneous  Duties. — The  correspondence  of  the  office,  the 
examination  of  new  text-books,  the  reading  of  current  educa- 
tional periodicals  and  a  few,  at  least,  of  the  best  new  books  in 
pedagogy,  together  with  the  special  preparation  of  his  daily 
work,  furnish  occupation  for  the  superintendent's  evenings, 
Saturdays,  and  the  school  vacations.  He  himself  can  take  no 
vacations  from  September  to  June,  and  only  a  short  one  in  the 
summer. 

When  the  long  rides  incident  to  a  country  superintendency 
are  added  to  all  the  foregoing,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  of- 
fice is  no  sinecure.  However,  the  interesting  nature  of  the 
work,  the  co-operation  of  loyal  and  responsive  teachers,  the 
support  of  able  committees,  the  opportunity  of  acquaintance 
with  so  many  intelligent  citizens,  and  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
progress  in  the  schools  have  rendered  the  labor  very  enjoy- 
able. 
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TEACHING  AND  TEACHERS. 

A  new  and  higher  conception  of  the  importance  of  the  work 
of  the  public  school  in  our  social  development,  formerly  held 
only  by  the  few,  has  now  become  general.  The  spread  of  this 
higher  conception  of  school  work  has  greatly  increased  the  de- 
mands upon  the  teacher.  A  love  for  children  and  power  to 
control  them,  patience,  evenness  of  temper,  natural  tact,  and 
a  high  moral  character,  are  as  essential  as  ever,  but,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  these  qualities,  the  teacher  who  perfectly  fulfills 
the  obligations  of  her  position  must  be  capable  of  being  and 
willing  to  be  a  student. 

The  modern  conception  regards  the  formal  work  of  the 
school-room  as  an  attempt  to  stimulate  to  fullest  exercise, 
and  to  guide  in  the  most  profitable  channels,  the  native  activi- 
ties of  the  child.  This  conception  requires  on  the  teacher's 
part  an  acquaintance,  the  fuller  the  better,  with  the  whole 
''circle  of  the  sciences,"  with  history  and  literature,  and  with 
all  the  fields  from  which  she  is  to  draw  nutriment  for  the 
minds  to  whose  growth  she  is  called  to  minister.  Whatever 
her  previous  academic  preparation,  if  she  is  to  arouse  and 
maintain  the  interest  of  pupils  in  the  subjects  she  teaches,  her 
own  interest  in  those  subjects  must  be  kept  alive  by  fresh  and 
extended  study  of  them. 

The  child  himself,  his  nature  and  peculiarities,  and  the  laws 
of  his  growth,  form  another  held  to  which  the  teacher  must 
apply  her  mind.  This  phase  of  the  teacher's  work  has  be- 
come in  recent  years  one  of  the  most  vital  interest.  The  re- 
sults of  the  labors  of  specialists  in  "child  stud}"  are  becoming 
available  to  the  common  school  teacher,  and  she  must  reduce 
them  to  her  service. 

Again,  the  whole  subject  of  methods  of  teaching,  or  the  best 
ways  of  adapting  the  material  of  instruction  to  (lie  growing 
mind,  demands  constant  study  from  the  teacher. 

About  all  these  lines  of  investigation  there  now  exists  a 
growing  body  of  valuable  literature,  with  which  the  earnest, 

progressive  teacher  must  seek  acquaintance. 

In  shell,  the  instruction  and  management  Of   a  school    is  a 

complex  and  difficult  art,  requiring  for  its  most  successful 


13 


practice  a  sound  body  and  a  vigorous  intellect,  warm  emotions, 
with  unfailing  tact  and  self-control,  strong  sympathy  with 
children,  and,  added  to  all  this,  liberal  scholarship,  special 
professional  preparation  and  continued  study  of  the  art  and 
its  underlying  science.  The  attempt  on  the  part  of  conscien- 
tious teachers  to  meet  all  these  requirements,  added  to  the 
nervous  expenditure  incident  to  vital,  vigorous  teaching,  ren- 
ders necessary  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and  energy.  Ra- 
tional recreation  and  occasional  relief  from  the  burden  are  re- 
quisite in  order  to  maintain  the  desirable  physical  and  mental 
condition.  Parents  may  do  much  to  lighten  the  labor  of  teach- 
ers by  expression  of  appreciation,  by  avoidance  of  uninformed 
criticism,  and  by  seeking  to  establish  unity  of  aim  and 
effort  in  the  relations  of  home  and  school.  The  teacher  has 
been  taken  into  partnership  with  the  parent  in  the  great  en- 
terprise of  educating  the  children.  Mutual  acquaintance  and 
esteem  are  essential  to  the  highest  success  of  the  enterprise. 

THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

No  complete  course  of  studies  for  all  the  schools  of  the 
district  has  yet  been  formulated.  Conditions  vary  so  much 
in  the  several  towns,  and  even  among  the  schools  of  a  town, 
that  it  has  been  thought  wiser  to  let  the  process  of  (/rowing 
together  continue  for  at  least  another  year  before  attempting 
definite  common  requirements  in  the  various  subjects.  Unity 
of  purpose  and  common  observance  of  fundamental  principles 
have  been  sought,  however,  and  soon  a  definite  though  flex- 
ible general  course  of  studies  will  be  useful.  Some  of  the 
aims  and  results  of  our  work  in  special  subjects  are  described 
below. 

Reading, — The  development  of  power  to  read  well  orally  has 
been  particularly  emphasized.  Pupils  are  now  generally  re- 
quired to  stand  before  the  class,  and  to  read  to  the  (  lass  and 
the  teacher.  Good  oral  reading  is  conceived  as  involving,  (a) 
thinking  the  author's  thoughts  and  sharing  his  feedings;  (b) 
adequately  expressing  with  the  voice  those  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings; and  (c)  arousing  similar  thoughts  and  feelings  in  tin- 


minds  of  the  bearers.  As  a  result  of  persistent  effort  on  the 
part  of  teachers  there  has  been  marked  improvement  in  the 
oral  reading. 

Another  phase  of  the  subject  was  emphasized  in  a  circular 
to  teachers,  which  I  quote: 

Development  of  power  to  study  is  one  of  the  pressing  needs  in  all  the 
schools.  Ability  to  read  the  text  is  one  of  the  essential  conditions  prelim- 
inary to  the  study  of  the  text.  The  oral  reading  of  matter  to  be  studied 
will  often  be  valuable  in  showing  the  teacher  the  pupil's  difficulties.  Prob- 
lems in  arithmetic,  grammar  lessons,  geography  and  history  lessons  may  all 
be  used  in  learning  to  read,  and  thus  giving  the  pupil  power  to  read  to 
learn. 

I  ask  every  teacher  to  give  special  attention  to  this  matter  of  developing 
power  in  pupils  to  read  and  to  study  the  printed  matter  in  their  hands. 
Try  experiments  and  report  results.    Persevere  in  devices  found  useful. 

In  the  purchase  of  material  for  reading,  it  has  been  the  aim 
to  secure  one  good  standard  series  of  reading  books  as  far 
as  the  fourth  book,  which  every  child  should  carefully  read, 
and  to  add  to  this  series  as  many  other  good  books  of  corre- 
sponding grade  as  can  be  profitably  used.  An  increased 
amount,  as  well  as  improved  quality,  is  desired  in  our  school 
reading. 

Arithmetic. — In  my  report  of  last  year  I  referred  to  certain 
fundamental  ideas  which  we  were  seeking  to  incorporate  into 
the  thinking  and  the  school-room  practice  of  the  teachers. 
Some  of  these  ideas  may  be  thus  stated: 

1.  Numbering  is  a  mode  of  judgment  used  in  measuring 
quantity.    The  result  of  the  measurement  is  a  number. 

2.  The  child  begins  to  measure  and  number  long  before  he 
comes  to  school.  Men  are  constantly  measuring  and  number- 
ing in  all  the  arts  of  life.  The  intervening  school  period  should 
train  ami  develop  the  numbering  instinct  as  a  preparation  for 
the  needs  of  later  life.  Becoming1  acquainted  with  the  units 
of  measurement,  and  learning  to  use  them  by  using  Hunt  should 
form  a  large  part  of  the  arithmetic  work. 

All  number  work  should  be  upon  material  which  is  real 
to  the  child.     Hence,  in  neither  elementary  nor  advanced 

arithmetic,  should  I  he  wink  lie  pushed  far  beyond  the  pupil's 
experiences  and  needs.    All  arithmetic  should  be  mental,  in 
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the  sense  that  the  mind  is  employed  upon  the  realities  in- 
volved, whether  at  the  same  time  the  pencil  is  used  or  not. 

4.  In  the  daily  class-room  exercises,  the  following  aims 
should  be  persistently  sought:  (a)  The  development  of  power 
to  image  and  hold  before  the  mind  the  magnitudes,  conditions, 
and  requirements  of  the  problem  in  hand,  (b)  The  develop- 
ment of  power  to  reason  upon  the  conditions  given,  (c)  The 
development  of  power  to  perform  the  computations  required 
with  accuracy  and  reasonable  speed,  (d)  The  development  of 
power  to  express  in  an  orderly,  clear,  and  positive  manner 
the  thinking  involved  in  the  solution  of  the  problem. 

As  was  reported  last  year,  the  Werner  series  was  consid- 
ered the  best  text-book  help  to  the  teacher  in  her  efforts  to 
embody  these  ideas  in  practice.  The  books  have  now  been  in 
use  more  than  a  year  in  some  schools,  and  where  the  teacher 
has  comprehended  and  faithfully  applied  their  plan,  superior 
results  have  appeared.  The  introduction  of  the  books  has  now 
been  begun  in  all  the  towns  of  the  district,  and  it  is  expected 
that,  as  pupils  come  up  through  the  new  course,  a  distinct  ad- 
vance over  previous  results  will  be  evident. 

PlajsioJof/i/. — An  extract  from  a  circular  to  teachers  will 
show  what  has  been  attempted  in  this  subject: 

Each  teacher  will  give  a  course  of  at  least  thirty  lessons  in  physiology 
during  the  winter.  In  buildings  of  two  or  more  rooms,  the  lessons  may 
be  given  to  all  the  pupils  of  a  room  at  once.  In  ''ungraded"  schools  it  will 
usually  be  advisable  to  form  two  classes. 

In  conducting  the  course,  the  following  considerations  should  be  ob- 
served : 

1.  The  subject  as  defined  by  statute  is  "physiology  and  hygiene,  which, 
in  both  divisions  of  the  subject,  shall  include  special  instruction  as  to  the 
effects  of  alcoholic  drinks,  narcotics  and  stimulants  on  the  human  system." 
It  is  to  be  taught  to  "all  pupils  in  all  schools  as  a  regular  branch  of  study." 

2.  The  general  method  should  he  observational  and  experimental,  with 
the  study  of  a  text-book  in  (lie  higher  grades  as  a  means  of  reviewing  and 
fixing  the  matter  presented  in  previous  oral  lessons.  Observations  of  the 
living  human  body  should  be  supplemented  by  the  study  of  material  from 
the  butcher,  microscopic  slides,  charts,  pictures,  and  other  illustrative  ma- 
terial. 

3.  The  structure  and  function  of  (lie  bodily  organs  should  lie  taught 
mainly  as  a  means  of  making  clear  and  impressive  the  facts  of  practical  hy- 
giene.   The  main  test  of  success  is  t lie  formation  and  strengthening  of 
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healthful  habits  of  living  on  the  part  of  pupils.  The  practical  should  be 
kept  in  the  foreground. 

4.  The  demonstrated  facts  in  regard  to  the  effects  of  alcoholic  drinks, 
tobacco,  etc.,  should  be  taught  as  a  part  of  practical  hygiene.  The  moral 
effects  of  the  use  of  these  substances  should  be  judiciously  but  positively 
presented.    "Total  abstinence"  may  be  safely  urged  as  the  wisest  course. 

5.  While  formal  and  direct  instruction  may  be  limited  to  a  few  weeks 
of  the  year,  the  maintenance  of  healthful  conditions  in  the  school-room, 
and  the  securing  of  healthful  practices  on  the  part  of  pupils  should  be  the 
teacher's  continuous  care. 

With  this  circular  there  was  furnished  to  the  teachers  a 
somewhat  detailed  course  of  lessons  under  the  following  gen- 
eral topics:  "The  Body  as  a  Whole,"  "The  Skin,"  "The  Digest- 
ive Organs,"  "The  Blood,"  "Review  of  Nutrition,"  "Foods  and 
Beverages."  From  observations  I  have  made,  I  judge  the 
course  has  been  conducted  with  fair  success. 

Nature  Study. — This  subject  is  conceived  as  an  attempt  to 
continue  in  the  school  by  simple,  direct  and  natural  means 
the  process  of  getting  acquainted  with  his  surroundings  which 
the  child  spontaneously  begins  in  the  cradle,  and  to  develop 
into  lasting  forms  his  innate  interest  in  the  natural  world. 
Nearly  all  the  teachers  have  reported  successful  work  in  the 
subject.  To  show  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  nature  study, 
I  con  do  no  better  than  to  quote  from  the  last  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education: 

The  development  ideal  suggests  that  here  is  a  magnificent  field  for  the 
children  to  work  in.  accessible  at  the  seaside,  among  the  mountains,  in  the 
eilv.  in  the  country,  in  seed  time  and  harvest,  always  attractive,  and  full 
of  challenges  to  closer  acquaintance.  Why  not  utilize  in  fuller  measure 
the  child's  interest  in  nature,  lead  him  to  more  acute  observation  of  her 
frirts  and  to  a  freer  use  of  them  in  expression,  put  them  on  the  trail  of 
some  of  her  wondrous  thoughts,  and  quicken  bis  soul  in  her  stimulating 
presence?  May  not  this  Lie  done  in  non-bookish,  personal,  active,  natural, 
out-door  ways?  The  great  thoughts  of  nature  little  children  may  grasp, 
oral  least  the  germs  of  them.  *  *  *  *  Surely,  the  main  thing  here  is 
;i  teacher  fond  of  nature,  and  competent  to  take  the  children  to  her.  Much 
■  .in  be  done  even  without  a  set  programme  of  themes  and  limes.  Now,  na- 
ture study  in  some  such  spirit  as  this  is  not  an  overtax  for  children,  but  n 
recreation.    The  burden  is  for  the  teacher  who  cannot  direct  it. 

Drawing. — This  subject  is  among  those  required  by  statute. 
For  the  most  successful  work  a  special  teacher  is  usually  con 
sidered  necessary.   Such  a  teacher  is  employed  in  the  Uoldeu 
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High  School  one  day  per  week,  but  in  no  other  schools.  The 
regular  teachers  are  making  creditable  efforts  in  the  sub- 
ject, and  in  many  cases  good  results  are  secured. 

During  the  spring  term  Miss  Emily  Dickinson,  teach- 
er of  drawing  in  the  Holden  High  School,  was  employed  to 
give  special  instruction  to  the  teachers.  Two  classes  were 
formed,  one  at  Holden,  for  the  Holden  teachers,  and  the  other 
at  Eutland,  for  the  teachers  of  that  town  and  of  Oakham  and 
Paxton.  Each  class  met  four  times  on  Saturday  mornings, 
spending  nearly  three  hours  in  practical  work  under  Miss  Dick- 
inson's direction.  Nearly  all  the  teachers  attended  every 
meeting,  and  found  the  instruction  very  helpful.  The  expense 
was  shared  by  the  towns  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  teach- 
ers. 

As  a  guide  in  their  work,  the  teachers  use  the  outline  course 
prepared  by  the  state  agents  for  drawing.  Two  lessons  per 
week  are  given. 

Other  Subjects. — The  superintendent  has  given  due  attention 
to  the  other  subjects  of  the  elementary  course,  and  also 
to  the  high  school  subjects.  The  written  examinations, 
as  well  as  his  observations,  show  that  we  are  making 
decided  gains  over  last  year  in  the  thoroughness  of  the  teach- 
ing and  the  character  of  its  results. 

PATRONS'  DAY. 

Tt  is  proposed  to  make  general  this  year  a  plan  which  was 
carried  out  successfully  by  several  schools  in  the  district  last 
year.  For  the  purpose  of  promoting  acquaintance  with  the 
work  of  the  schools  on  the  part  of  patrons,  a  special  day  will 
be  observed  during  the  coming  spring  term,  which,  for  want 
of  a  better  name,  we  may  call  "Patrons*  Day.*'  Special  invita- 
tions to  visit  the  school  will  be  issued,  and  an  opportunity 
will  be  given  visitors  (a)  to  observe  the  teacher  and  pupils 
engaged  in  their  regular  daily  work  of  leaching,  study,  and 
recitation;  (b)  to  inspect  an  exhibit  of  pupils'  written  papers, 
drawings,  and  other  handiwork,  and  (o)  to  participate  in  a 
conference  on  matters  of  common  interest  to  patrons  and  teach- 
ers. 
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Preparation  for  the  clay  involves  (a)  the  doing  of  the  regular 
work  of  the  school  day  by  day  through  the  year  in  the  best 
manner  possible;  (b)  the  preservation  as •  completed  of  each 
pupil's  handiwork,  and  the  final  arrangement  of  it  for  con- 
venient inspection;  (c)  the  planning  by  the  teacher  of  a  simple, 
informal  programme  for  the  conference. 

The  exhibit  of  work  should  include  the  pupil's  writing 
books,  and  other  exercise  books,  his  compositions,  samples  of 
written  recitations  and  test  exercises,  maps  and  other  draw- 
ings, in  short,  anything  tangible  by  which  the  results  and  some- 
thing of  the  methods  of  the  school  may  be  seen  or  inferred. 
Nothing  is  to  be  done  simply  for  display,  but  -the  pupil  is  to 
be  led  to  do  the  things  judged  best  for  him  in  the  best  wa}', 
and  the  work  exhibited  for  inspection  and  criticism. 

The  schools  belong  to  the  parents  every  day  in  the  year, 
and  visits  are  welcomed  at  any  time.  But  when  the  invitations 
for  "Patrons'  Day''  are  received,  it  is  hoped  that  every  parent 
will  plan  to  spend  a  half  day  in  school  with  his  children.  Ex- 
tended experience  with  the  plan  described  leaves  no  doubt  of 
its  success. 

THE  TOWNS  IN  PARTICULAR. 

Repairs. — The  thorough  renovation  of  the  four  single-room 
buildings,  recommended  in  my  report  last  year,  was  accom- 
plished during  the  summer  vacation.  The  two  rooms  at  the 
Centre  were  also  renovated.  By  careful  attention  to  (lie  se- 
lection of  the  colors  of  paint  and  paper,  a  pleasing  ell'ect  was 
produced  without  addition  in  the  cost.  The  superintendent 
spent  considerable  time  during  the  summer  in  the  oversight  of 
those  repairs  and  of  other  work. 

Attention  was  called  last  year  to  the  desirability  of  re- 
placing (he  furniture  el'  three  rooms  with  adjustable  seals 
;iiid  desks.  Such  seals  and  desks  have  recently  been  pur- 
Chased  for  the  room  most  needing  them,  the  grammar  room 
al  Chaffin. 

During  the  coining  year,  the  largo  building  al  .Jell'erson  will 
need  repainting  outside,  and  kalsomining  and  otherwise  fresh- 
ening within.  The  lienting  plant  at  Quinapoxel  is  reported 
:is  needing  complete  renewal. 
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Teachers. — We  were  obliged  to  secure  six  new  teachers  dur- 
ing the  summer  vacation.  One  of  these  resigned  at  the  end  of 
the  fall  term.  We  consider  ourselves  fortunate  in  having  so 
strong  a  force  of  teachers  as  the  one  now  employed.  All  have 
been  re-elected. 

In  organizing  the  schools  in  September,  the  pupils  were  so 
distributed  in  the  various  rooms  that  no  assistants  were  re- 
quired, as  was  the  case  in  some  rooms  the  previous  year. 

Consolidation. — The  committee  has  considered  in  former 
years  the  advisability  of  conveying  the  pupils  of  the  North 
Woods  school  to  Jefferson.  The  families  are  so  located  that 
this  could  easily  be  done,  and  the  children  would  receive  much 
greater  advantages  in  the  grades  at  Jefferson.  I  strongly  rec- 
ommend that  transportation  be  begun  at  the  opening  of  the 
fall  term. 

The  Ninth  Grade. — The  plan  suggested  last  year  of  placing 
all  the  ninth-grade  pupils  of  the  town  in  the  high  school  build- 
ing for  instruction  by  the  high  school  teachers  was  adopted  by 
the  committee.  The  fact  that  the  high  school  would  comprise 
but  two  regular  classes  this  year  made  the  time  particularly 
opportune  for  the  introduction  of  the  plan.  Twenty-two  pu- 
pils have  formed  the  grade.  The  attendance  and  interest  of 
the  class  have  been  very  commendable.  Those  who  pass  to 
the  high  school  will  enter  with  a  much  better  preparation 
than  previous  classes  have  had,  and  should  be  able  to  do  more 
and  better  work.  Special  attention  is  being  given  to  the 
grades  just  below  the  ninth,  so  that  more  advanced  and 
stronger  work  in  the  high  school  will  be  rendered  possible 
as  successive  classes  reach  it. 

High  School. — Secretary  Hill  recently  wrote  the  following 
of  the  small  country  high  schools: 

High  schools  with  two  teachers  can  only  do  justice  to  a  full  high  school 
course  when  the  work  is  reduced  to  the  simplest  and  most  manageable 
forms.  It  is  difficult  for  such  schools  to  do  much  in  science;  laboratories 
are  generally  not  feasible;  the  conditions  favor  a  bookish  trend,  rather. 
And  yet,  if  they  arc  fortunate  in  their  teachers,  these  small  high  schools, 
in  spite  of  their  limitations,  render  a  valuable  service. 

The  Holden  High  School  has  been  "fortunate  in  its  teach- 
ers," and  has  rendered  "valuable  service"  to  (he  (own.    W  ith 
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a  view  of  making  that  service  still  more  valuable,  the  com- 
mittee have  approved  the  plau  of  offering  two  courses  of 
study  instead  of  one,  as  heretofore.  The  new  course  will  re- 
quire no  Latin,  and  will  aim  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  who 
prefer  not  to  pursue  that  subject.  Mr.  Learned,  the  principal, 
has  written  of  this  matter  in  his  report  which  follows: 

Mr.  Herbert  J.  Jones, 

Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  present  enrollment  of  pupils  and  arrangement  of  classes  in  the  High 
School  require  that  attention  be  given  to  that  perennial  subject  of  school 
supervision,  the  revision  of  the  course  of  study  in  the  High  School. 

As  a  result  of  a  careful  study  of  the  immediate  situation  by  those  most 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  it,  of  a  comparison  of  courses  of  study  in 
schools  of  the  same  rank  as  this,  and  of  consideration  of  suggestions  offered 
by  the  agents  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  it  is  hoped  that  at  the  be- 
ginning of  another  school-year,  lines  of  work  may  be  arranged  that  will 
furnish  somewhat  more  of  science,  of  history,  and  of  literature  than  has 
been  possible  in  the  past,  without  detracting  in  the  least  from  the  results 
which  have  been  sought  in  mathematics,  Latin,  French  and  English. 

The  effort  should  be  made  to  furnish  two  courses  of  study  of  equal  thor- 
oughness and  of  equal  educational  value.  Xo  pupil,  after  adopting  one  of 
these,  should  be  allowed,  except  for  the  best  of  reasons,  to  change  his  work. 
Too  much  laxity  in  this  respect  has  been  allowed  in  the  past.  Every  pupil 
should  take  at  least  three  studies,  in  two  of  which  he  should  be  held  to  the 
most  rigorous  standards  of  preparation  and  recitation.  Any  course  that. 
1  ecause  of  the  number  of  studios  in  it,  makes  it  seem  necessary  for  the 
teacher  to  accept  shiftless  methods  of  preparation  and  recitation  is  to  be 
condemned,  not  only  by  teachers  and  superintendents,  but  by  parents  and 
pupils. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  K.  LEARNED,  Principal. 

The  successful  conduct  of  the  broadened  high  school 
courses  <>!'  study  will  require  direct  and  rigorous 
methods  of  teaching,  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of 
study  required  from  pupils,  and  possibly  n  lengthening  of  the 
present  school  day.  .Mr.  Learned's  confidence  in  the  feasibility 
of  the  new  plan  is  shared  by  the  superintendent,  and  the  com 
miller  nia\  be  assured  of  a  substantial  addition  to  the  useful- 
ness of  I  he  high  school,  which  is  now  the  pride  of  the  town. 
When  the  number  of  high  school  classes  becomes  complete 
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again,  the  work  of  these  classes,  with  that  of  the  niuth  grade, 
will  make  the  employment  of  a  third  teacher  imperative. 

Seven  students  received  diplomas  at  the  Lands  of  the  super- 
intendent last  June,  and  one  a  certificate  of  the  work  com- 
pleted. The  class  left  as  their  gift  to  the  school  a  bust  of 
Shakespeare. 

,  Two  of  the  seven  graduates  have  entered  the  Normal  School 
at  Worcester,  two  returned  to  the  high  school  for  further 
work,  one  is  preparing  for  college  by  private  study,  and  two 
are  engaged  in  business.  There  is  no  senior  class  the  present 
year. 

RUTLAND. 

Repairs. — The  North  Rutland  building  was  much  improved 
by  repairs  during  the  summer.  A  defect  which  has  developed 
since  will  need  attention  this  year.  The  West  Rutland  build- 
ing is  now  in  very  poor  condition,  and  should  be  completely 
renovated  during  the  coming  summer. 

Attendance. — The  Roll  of  Honor  printed  in  the  committee's 
report,  and  the  fact  that  many  whose  names  do  not  appear  in 
it  have  been  absent  very  little,  shows  that  commendation  is  de- 
served by  the  majority  of  pupils  and  parents.  But  there  is 
room  for  marked  improvement  in  the  record  of  many  others. 
One  part  of  the  town  in  particular  will  probably  require  the 
closer  attention  of  the  truant  officers  in  order  to  bring  about 
the  regular  attendance  desired. 

Equipment. — Some  progress  has  been  made  in  furnishing  the 
schools  with  improved  text-books  since  my  service  began,  but 
limited  means  have  prevented  the  purchase  of  other  much- 
needed  equipment.  The  town  has  little  in  the  line  of  globes, 
maps,  supplementary  leading,  reference  books,  apparatus  for 
the  high  school,  and  other  useful  appliances.  A  considerable 
sum  may  be  wisely  spent  in  improving  our  outfit  for  effective 
teaching. 

Teachers. — Miss  Helen  Jacques,  who  had  efficiently  con- 
ducted the  Centre  primary  school  for  several  years,  resigned  in 
June  to  be  married,  and  Miss  Jennie  Haskell,  who  had  similar 
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ly  served  in  the  intermediate  room,  resigned  for  a  needed  rest. 
We  were  fortunate  in  retaining  all  the  other  teachers.  The 
two  vacancies  were  satisfactorily  filled.  The  retention  of  the 
whole  of  our  present  force  is  very  desirable. 

By  placing  the  eighth  grade  at  the  Centre  in  the  high  school 
room,  and  by  the  proper  distribution  of  the  other  grades,  we 
were  able  to  dispense  with  an  assistant  in  the  primary  room. 

High  School. — The  quotation  from  Secretary  Hill  in  the  Hoi- 
den  notes,  and  the  remarks  following,  apply  also  here.  Mr. 
Ayer  and  Miss  Brown,  his  assistant,  have  won  the  approba- 
tion of  the  committee  and  the  community  for  their  effective 
work.    Mr.  Ayer  reports  as  follows: 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

As  heretofore,  the  high  school  teachers  have  striven  for  accuracy  and 
thoroughness  on  the  part  of  pupils  in  every  study.  It  is  obviously  impos- 
sible, considering  the  length  of  our  school  year,  to  cover  so  much  ground  as 
many  high  schools  do,  but  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  work  attempted  has 
been  insisted  upon. 

The  work  has  been  greatly  hindered  by  the  lack  of  necessary  appliances 
to  make  the  various  courses  practical,  and  by  the  irregular  attendance  of 
the  pupils.  We  feel  it  impossible  to  obtain  satisfactory  results,  unless 
each  pupil  is  present  every  session,  thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of  re-assign- 
ing lessons  and  repeating  explanations  day  after  day  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  have  been  absent. 

Much  of  the  success  of  our  schools  depends  upon  parents.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  parents  of  our  pupils  are  deeply  interested  in  our  schools, 
though  it  has  not  been  manifested  in  so  great  a  degree  as  is  possible. 
Those  parents  who  train  their  children  to  respect  and  obey  their  teachers, 
encouraging  them  to  study  at  home,  and  insisting  upon  their  regular  at- 
tendance at  school,  greatly  assist  the  teachers  and  add  much  to  the  effect- 
iveness of  the  school. 

A  moderate  expenditure  for  maps,  physical  apparatus  and  reference  books 
will  aid  greatly  in  making  the  courses  more  interesting  and  instructive. 

We  have  especially  striven  in  all  written  work  to  gain  neatness,  correct 
spelling,  and  good  expression.  Although  there  is  still  much  to  be  acquired 
along  these  1  i ik-s-.  nevertheless  much  improvement  lias  been  made. 

"We  have  set  as  our  ambition,  not  the  training  of  the  mind  merely,  but 
the  development  of  character;  in  such  a  work  as  (his,  all  good  citizens  may 
ha  \  c  u  part." 

Respect  fully  submit  I  ed, 

FRAN  Is  PERI '  Y  AYER,  Principal, 

The  problem  of  courses  of  study  to  lii  the  varying  needs  <»f 
all  the  pupils  of  ;i  town,  and  which,  :ii  the  same  time,  <;in  be 
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practically  carried  out  with  two  teachers,  lias  never  jet  been 
adequately  solved.  The  committee  has  adopted  the  following 
courses  as  the  best  solution  at  present  considered  feasible: 

COURSES  OF  STUDY— RUTLAND  HIGH  SCHOOL. 
Adopted  March,  1902. 


Classical  Course. 


English  Course. 


Latin   5 

English   5 

Algebra,    -4 

History   4 

Drawing,    1 
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English,   5 

Algebra   4 

History   4 

Physical  Geography,  2  terms,    I    . 

Botany,  1  term,  f  

Drawing   l 

18 

English   5 

French,    4 

History   3 

Algebra,  1  term,       /    , 

Geometry,  2  terms,  f  

Drawing,    1 

17 

English,1   5 

French,    5 

Geometry,  1  term,  I   - 

Physics,  i  terms,  f  

Commercial  Arithmetic  /    „ 

and  Book-keeping,  f  

Drawing     1 

19 

English   5 

French,    5 

Geology  and  Astronomy,  1st  half,  /  - 
Review  Mathematics,  2d  half,  )'  3 
Civics   3 

18 


II. 


Latin   4 

English   3 

French,    4 

History,,    3 

Algebra  1  term,         /   . 

Geometry,  2  terms,  j  

Drawing,    1 

19 


III. 


Latin   5 

English   3 

French   5 

Geometry,  1  term,   /   - 

Physics,  2  terms,     f   ' 

Drawing,    1 

19 


IV. 


Latin   5 

English,    3 

French   5 

Geology  and  Astronomy,  1st  half,  I  - 
Review  Mathematics.  2d  half       {  ' 
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Notes. — The  figure  after  each  subject  indicates  the  number 
of  exercises  per  week. 

Declamations  and  the  reading  of  essays  are  required  of  all 
pupils.    Spelling  lessons  will  be  given  as  needed. 

The  Classical  Course  is  especially  designed  for  those  pupils 
who  intend  to  continue  their  studies  elsewhere,  while  the  Eng- 
lish Course  is  arranged  for  those  whose  school  life  will  prob- 
ably end  with  the  high  school.  Both  courses  are  subject  to 
such  modifications  ;is  circumstances  may  require. 
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The  courses  are  planned  to  follow  an  eight-years'  course  in 
the  elementary  schools.  The  introduction  of  a  ninth  grade  be- 
low the  high  school  may  be  a  development  of  the  future. 

The  fact  that  there  w  ill  be  no  third-year  class  next  year,  and 
possibly  no  graduating  class,  makes  the  present  a  favorable 
time  to  begin  the  new  plan  of  work.  Five  young  people  ex- 
pect to  receive  the  diploma  of  the  school  next  June. 

The  law  of  1S9S  requires  that  the  high  school  shall  be  kept 
at  least  forty  weeks,  exclusive  of  vacations.  Non-compliance 
with  the  law  incurs  no  penalty,  however,  unless  the  length  of 
schooling  falls  below  thirty-six  weeks,  in  which  case  the  town 
legally  forfeits  its  shore  of  the  income  of  the  state  school 
fund.  In  order  to  avoid  this  loss  the  committee  has  arranged 
to  add  the  requisite  time  to  the  present  high  school  year. 

OAKHAM. 

Repairs. — The  Coldbrook  building  was  improved  by  inside 
painting  during  the  summer. 

I  am  told  that  the  West  school  building  has  been  in  use  for 
more  than  a  hundred  jears.  By  proper  repairs  it  may  be  made 
to  serve  another  century.  A  new  blackboard  and  some  minor 
changes  are  present  needs. 

New  sanitary  arrangements  for  the  boys  at  the  Centre  have 
been  needed  for  a  long  time.  It  is  hoped  that  the  need  may  be 
supplied  before  this  report  reaches  its  readers. 

Books  ami  Apparatus. — The  first  books  of  new  series  in  arith- 
metic, language  and  geography  were  introduced  last  year.  The 
classes  w  ill  be  ready  for  (lie  succeeding  books  during  Hie  cone 
ing  year.    The  new  books  are  giving  satisfaction. 

A  supply  of  "The  Seven  Little  Sisters,"  a  charming  geo- 
graphical supplementary  reading  book,  was  purchased  during 
the  year.  Further  additions  to  the  supplementary  reading 
list,  and  a  more  modern  spelling-book  than  (lie  one  in  use,  are 
among  the  needs  of  (he  coming  year. 

The  purchase  of  a  se1  of  wall  maps  for  the  pent  re  grammar 
room,  and  of  a  good  globe  for  each  of  the  other  schools,  is  rec- 
ommended. 


Attendance. — Oakham  again  has  the  highest  average  per 
cent,  of  attendance  of  the  towns  of  the  district.  There  have 
been  very  few  cases  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  parents 
and  guardians  in  the  matter  of  regularity,  and  practically  no 
truancy.  Parents,  teachers,  and  pupils  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  record. 

Consolidation. — The  town  employs  five  teachers  for  an  aver- 
age membership  of  about  eighty  pupils,  which  is  a  very  liberal 
provision.  The  conditions  with  regard  to  Coldbrook  and  the 
West  school  seem  to  be  such  as  to  render  any  consolidation 
impracticable.  The  possibility  of  bringing  the  pupils  of  the 
South  school  to  the  Centre,  with  no  increase  of  cost  over  that 
of  maintaining  the  school,  I  consider  worthy  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee. 

Teachers. — At  the  opening  of  the  fall  term,  Miss  Barnard 
was  transferred  from  the  West  to  the  South  school,  and  Miss 
Althea  Russell  took  charge  of  the  West  school.  On  account 
of  illness,  Miss  Barnard  was  unable  to  return  for  the  winter 
term,  and  her  place  was  acceptably  supplied  by  Mrs.  Walter 
Woodis.  Miss  Blanche  Packard  will  take  charge  of  the 
school  at  the  opening  of  the  spring  term.  At  the  end  of  the 
fall  term,  Miss  Flitcroft,  at  Coldbrook,  resigned  to  accept  a 
better  position,  and  Miss  Lena  R.  Edmands  was  secured  for 
the  place.  Fortunately  no  change  occurred  at  the  Centre.  In 
spite  of  the  changes  in  the  other  schools  good  progress  has 
been  made. 

After  inspection  of  the  teacher's  work  by  Mr.  McDouald, 
Agent  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  committee's  application 
for  an  increase  of  salary  for  Miss  Mellen,  under  the  "excep- 
tional ability"  law,  was  approved.  It  is  hoped  that,  with  the 
aid  of  this  law,  we  may  finally  be  able  to  retain  permanently 
the  services  of  good  teachers  in  the  three  other  schools  where 
the  present  salary  permits  the  increase  from  the  state. 
•  Progress  of  Pupils. — The  small  number  of  pupils  in  each 
school  has  rendered  it  possible  for  the  superintendent  to  know 
individually  each  child  in  the  town.  I  have  watched  with 
great  interest  the  progress  of  (lie  children,  and  have  rejoiced 
to  note  their  growth  in  stature  and   mental  power.  Parents 
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may  be  assured  that  every  class  is  moving  steadily  forward  as 
rapidly  as  their  capacity  and  the  thorough  mastery  of  the 
work  permits. 

All  but  one  of  the  eighth  grade  pupils  of  the  town  are  in  the 
Centre  grammar  school.  It  is  expected  that  this  class  will  be- 
gin next  year  some  of  the  usual  high  school  subjects. 

Examination  Day. — The  good  old  custom  of  visiting  the 
school  on  the  closing  day  of  the  term,  to  listen  to  the  recita- 
tions of  pupils  and  to  observe  their  progress  as  shown  in  an 
oral  examination  by  the  committee,  has  been  observed  by  a 
goodly  number  of  parents  during  the  year.  The  "Patrons' 
Day,"  described  on  another  page,  embodies  the  same  aims, 
and  in  this  town  will  be  combined  with  "Examination  Day." 
In  addition  to  the  usual  features  of  that  day,  at  the  close  of 
the  spring  term  an  exhibit  of  pupils'  work  will  be  displayed 
in  each  school.  It  is  intended  to  show  in  all  ways  possible 
what  is  being  done  in  the  schools,  and  we  invite  the  attend- 
ance of  all.  Visits  of  parents  and  others  are  also  cordially 
welcomed  at  any  time.  Visitors  will  find  diligent,  well-be- 
haved children,  working  under  the  guidance  of  earnest,  con- 
scientious teachers.  Both  will  be  greatly  cheered  and  en- 
couraged by  a  visit  and  a  sympathetic  word. 

FAXTON. 

The  matter  appropriate  for  the  notes  regarding  the  (own  of 
Paxton  lias  already  appeared  in  the  report  presented  to  the 
citizens  at  its  early  town  meeting.  I  trust  that  all  interested 
in  the  schools  have  read  what  was  there  written,  as  well  as 
the  preceding  part  of  this  report. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  much  improved  over  that  of 
last  vear  in  all  the  rooms.  The  now  teachers  engaged  are 
both  nonnal  graduates  with  considerable  experience.  The 
approval  by  the  Hoard  of  Education  of  an  increase  of  salary 
from  the  state  under  the  "exceptional  ability"  law.  for  both 
the  teachers  receiving  from  the  town  less  than  ten  dollars 
per  week,  is  complimentary  to  the  teachers  and  the  committee. 

The  work  in  the  grammar  room  has  been  particularly  inter- 
esting this  year.    The  school  has  consisted  Of  sixteen  boys  of 
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widely  varying  capacity  and  attainment.  The  teacher  has 
largely  applied  the  plan  of  individual  instruction,  allowing 
in  some  subjects  each  boy  to  work  by  himself,  making  what- 
ever progress  his  ambition  and  power  would  enable  him  to 
make.  The  perception  by  the  teacher  of  individual  needs  and 
her  patient  and  sympathetic  assistance  have  enabled  several 
boys  to  make  marked  improvement.  More  frequent  visits  to 
the  school  on  the  part  of  parents,  and  free  consultation  with 
the  teacher,  while  important  in  every  school,  would  be  par- 
ticularly useful  here,  where  co-operation  is  especially  needed 
to  secure  the  highest  results  in  discipline  and  progress  in 
study. 


In  closing  this  report,  let  me  express  my  deep  appreciation 
of  the  harmony  and  good  will  that  have  prevailed  among  all 
connected  with  the  schools.  To  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  several  committees  my  cordial  thanks  are  due  for  their 
uniform  kindness  and  unanimous  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  J.  JONES, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


Holden,  Mass.,  March  8,  1902. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OFFICIALS 


OF 


FOR  THE 


Financial  Year  Ending  March  1,  1903. 


BARRE,  MASS.: 

MRS.   JENNIE  C.   SI'OONER,  STEAM  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 
GAZETTE  OFFICE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OFFICIALS 


OF 


FOR  THE 


Financial  Year  Ending  March  1,  1903, 


BARRK,  MASS.: 

MRS.  JENNIE  <'.  Sl'OONER,  STEAM  BOOK  ANI>  JOB  PRINTER. 
GAZETTE  OFFICE. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


JESSE  ALLEN. 

SELECTMEN  : 

FRANK  S.  CONANT,  HARRY  R.  PARKER, 

CARLOS    P.  HILL. 

ASSESSORS  : 

S.  H.  BULLARD,       WM.  GAFFNEY,       FRANK  NYE. 

OVERSEERS  OK   THE  POOH: 

JESSE  ALLEN,  WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  WM.  S.  SPEAR. 

COLLECTOR  : 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD. 

TREASURER : 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

CONSTABLES : 

W.  C.  BLISS,  WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  W.  R.  DEAN, 
N.  W.  PACKARD,    W.  M.  ROBINSON,   O.  D.  WEBBER. 

AUDITOR  : 

JOHN  P.  DAY,  Jr. 

FENCE  VIEWERS. 

N.  W.  PACKARD,    A.  C.  DULLARD,    L.  N.  HASKELL. 

SURVEYORS  OK  LUMBER  : 
C.  H.  PARKER,     W.  R.  DEAN,     WM.  S.  CRAWFORD. 
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MEASURERS  OK  WOOD  AND  BARK : 

W.R.DEAN,  V*M.  S.  CRAWFORD. 

SCHOOL     COMMITTEE  : 

JESSE  ALLEN.  MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS,  H.  W.  LINCOLN. 

LIBRARY  TRUSTEES : 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS,     F.  E.  DAVIS.     -1ESSE  ALLEN 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE  : 

D.  R.  DEAN.     WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,     JESSE  ALLEN. 

SUPERINTENDENT    OK    STREETS  : 

WILLIAM  A.  NYE. 

CATTLE  INSPECTOR  ! 

SANFORD  H .  BULL-ART)- 

TREE  WARDEN  : 

CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

SEXTON  : 
JAMES   P.  FA1RBANK. 

FOREST  KIREWARD  : 

WALTER  A.  WOODIS. 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES: 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD. 

SCHOOL   SUPERINTENDENT  : 

HERBERT  J.  .TONES. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  selectmen  submit  the  following  report  for  the  financial 
year  ending  March  1,  1903  : 

PAID  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Town  clerk,  services,  822  40 

Express,  4  95 

Postage,  1  65 

Copying  old  records,  (5  60 

  S35  60 


Treasurer,  25  00 

Traveling  expenses,  7  00 


Collector,  services,  75  00 

Collector's  book.  1  50 

Printing  tax  bills  and  express,  2  60 

Postage,  7  00 

Discount  on  taxes,  176  63 


SELECTM  EN. 

F.  S.  Conant,  25  00 

H.  B.  Parker,  25  00 

C.  P.  Hill,  25-  00 

Postage  and  telephone,  6  72 


32  00 


262  73 


81  72 


•i 


ASSESSORS. 

S.  H.  Ballard,  831  00 

Frank  Nye,  30  00 

William  Gaffuey,  26  25 

Assessors'  book,  1  20 

Printing  and  postage,  1  20 


$89  05 


OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 

For  support  of  paupers,  444  58 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

For  support  of  schools,  2330  77 

For  services,  H.  W.  Lincoln,  12  50 

  2343  27 

SUPERINTENDENT   OF  STREETS. 

For  repairing  highways,  1410  29 

Opening  roads,  1902  and  1903,  181  02 

INSPECTOR  OF  MEATS. 

S.  H.  Bullard,  1901  and  1902.  21  75 

BALLOT  CLERKS  AND  TELLERS. 

H.  S.  Harwood,  4  00 
A.  C.  Morse,  4  00 

I.  W.  Mullett,  2  00 
John  P.  Day.  2  00 

  12  00 


INSPECTOR   01-'  CATTLE. 

S.  II.  Bullard,  21  00 

U  BRA  IO  TRUSTEES. 

For  supporl  of  town  library,  50  00 

m  DITOR. 

John  1*.  Dav,  Jr.,  18  00 
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REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS. 

F.  S.  Conant,  SS  00 

H.  B.  Parker,  8  00 

C.  P.  Hill.  8  00 

Jesse  Allen,  8  00 


STATE  AID. 

Paid  M.  J.  Kenner,  .  fiO  00 

S.  Amanda  Reed,  48  00 

Horace  M.  Green,  36  00 

John  E.  Stone,  48  00 

Eliza  Caldwell,  48  00 

Sophronia  A.  Parker,  48  00 


S3 2  00 


288  00 


SOLDIERS  RELIEF. 

For  Edward  S.  Crowd.  39  09 

STREET  KAMI'S. 

Paid  C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  supplies,  11  CO 

James  C.  Bemis,  care,  17  50 

Roger  Conant,  care,  2',i  27 

F.  S.  Conant,  supplies,  9  74 

 68  11 


MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Paid  George  W.  Stone.  1  50 

SEXTON. 

Paid  J.  P.  Fairbanks,  24  00 

SHADE  TREES. 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  tree  warden,  23  s.s 

STATE  ROAD. 

Paid  selectmen,  472  9o 
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BOND  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Winslow  &  Co.,  for  treasurer, 
Winslow  &  Co.,  for  collector, 

Paid  cemetery  committee, 

FOREST   FIRE  WARDEN. 

Paid  W.  A.  Woodis,  warden, 
W.  A.  Bushnell, 
A.  K.  Reed, 
O.  D.  Tottingham, 
Roger  Conant, 
F.  K.  Packard, 
C.  H.  Trowbridge, 
John  W.  Dwelley, 

W.  H.  Parkman. 

A.  C.  Angus. 

Frank  Nye, 

John  E.  Stone, 

Samuel  Sherman, 

John  Gaffney, 

Geo.  X.  Briggs, 

J.  K.  Parmenter, 

A.  H.  Draper, 

David  Hallowell, 

A.  C.  Morse, 
Dona  Baulenu. 
W.  M.  Robinson. 


815  00 
10  00 

2  05 


83  90 
1  05 
1  40 
70 
96 

1  13 

3  13 

2  45 
1  05 
1  75 

1  40 

2  40 
88 
35 

4  63 
1  22 
1  40 
1  78 

8« 
1  40 
1  40 


35  2G 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paul  as  follows  : 

I.  W.  Mnllett,  printing  town  reports. 
F.  S.  Conant,  sal  ammonia, 
Roger  Conant.  setting  glass  in  town  hall, 
F.  B.  Reed,  painting  and  repairing  hearse, 


4  2  95 
1  mi 

1  49 
l(i  00 
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Paid  F.  E.  Rued,  work  on  town  pump  and  steps,  $2  26 

Repairs  on  Memorial  hall  chimney,  26  55 
Sylvester  Bothwell,  sheriff  services  in  Jud- 

son  Field  case.  61  7i> 

Dr.  W.  E.  Chamberlain,  reporting" birth,  25 

F.  S.  Conant,  supplies  for  board  of  health,  3  45 

F.  E.  Davis,  ringing  bell,  35  00 

F.  E.  Davis,  care  of  hall.  10  00 
F.  S.  Conant,  expense  to  Boston  (Field 

case).  2  50 
C  H.  Parker  &  Son,  street  lamps  for  Cold- 
brook,  14  16 


82 17  40 


Total,  S6241  95 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


FRANK  S.  CONANT,  ")  Selectmen 
HARRY  B.  PARKER,  -  of 
CARLOS  P.  HILL,      )  Oakham. 


.List  of  Jurors  as  Revised  by  the  Selectmen. 


James  Slieern,      Geo.  W.  Stone,  Frank  Nye, 

Wm.  S.  Crawford,          Edmund  Cody,  Alfred  C.  Morse, 

Henry  Bartlett,      W.  W.  Russell,  C.  H.  Parker, 
Watson  A.  Bushnell. 
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Treasurer's  Report. 

Dr. 

cash  balance, 

$1766 

03 

Use  of  Town  Hall, 

50 

00 

Use  of  piano, 

'5 

00 

Fines  returned. 

is 

48 

Sale  of  scliool  supplies, 

3 

91 

D.  R.  Dean,  butcher's  license, 

1 

-00 

Inspector  of  animals. 

10 

50 

Support  of  State  paupers, 

12 

01 

H.  D.  Bnllard,  ashes, 

2 

00 

F.  E.  Heed,  apples, 

1 

00 

Mortar  and  cement, 

70 

Grass  on  Common, 

1 

00 

Use  of  hearse  house, 

1 

00 

State  highway  fund, 

4 .")(') 

00 

Corporation  tax, 

5 

91 

National  hank  tax, 

Go 

21 

State  aid  refunded, 

330 

00 

Dog  fund, 

156 

24 

Mass.  school  fund, 

3C4 

State  return  for  Snpt.  of  schools, 

•250 

00 

Tuition  of  Boston  children, 

17;") 

Tuition  of  State  children, 

34 

00 

High  scliool  tuition  refunded, 

33 

50 

Interest  on  hank  deposits, 

25 

71 

Wm,  S.  Crawford,  collector. 

4497 

•  1 1 

Cit. 

paying  Selectmen's  orders, 

8624  1 

!)5 

Cash  on  hand, 

2029 

62 

Pine  Grove  cemetery  trusl  fund  (Rev.  (1.  11. 

Could),  S100  nil 

South  cemetery  trust  fund  (Daniel  II.  Dean).  100  00 

Benjamin  Clark  P.  legacy,  326  50 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN.  Treasurer. 


Collector's  Report. 


Dr. 

Taxes  committed  for  collection  in  1902 
State  tax, 
County  tax, 
Town  tax, 

Uncollected  tax  of  1898, 
1899, 

'•  "  1900, 

"  "  1901, 

Interest  on  taxes, 


Ch 


Paid  State  tax, 
County  tax, 
Treasurer's  receipts, 
Uncollected  taxes  of  1900, 
"  "  1901, 

"  '.'  1902, 


SK55  00 
354  00 
4181  20 
52  15 
135  00 
300  00 
1142  G3 
86  39 


■864 16  3 


Si 65  00 
354  00 

4497  37 
50  00 
300  00 

1050  00 


-86416  3 


Respectfully  submitted, 


WM.  S.  CRAWFORD, 

Collector. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 


The  superintendent  of  streets  makes  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1903: 


REPAIRING 

HIGHWAY— 1002. 

Jraici  \v  .  A.  i\Yc, 

> >  mi.  l  a 1 1\  ma ii , 

no 

Patrick  Cummings, 

76 

00 

H.  D.  Bullard. 

122 

81 

Edwin  Green, 

159 

61 

L.  P.  Green, 

!  155 

21 

Burpee  Banks, 

93 

97 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

38 

41 

N.  J.  Green. 

64 

05 

Patrick  MeGreevey, 

5 

78 

B.  S.  Reed, 

18 

45 

Henry  Bartlett. 

2 

98 

W.  W.  Russell, 

12 

72 

Alfred  Morse, 

•) 

00 

Iver  Johnson  &  Co., 

10 

75 

F.  S.  Conaut, 

■> 

77 

R.  l<\  Parker, 

<; 

25 

J.  H.  Keep, 

6 

2S 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

•1 

00 

A.  1!.  Black. 

,s 

50 

Lyman  ( liecn. 

1 

58 

( '.  II.  Trowbridge, 

88 

13 


Paid  D.  R.  Dean, 

853 

68 

Parker  Lumber  Co., 

11 

1 1 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son, 

5 

10 

F.  E.  Luring,  11)01  and  1902, 

<) 

Oo 

Louis  Jeffrey, 

."1 

35 

Wallace  Grimes, 

oo 

Paul  Wheeler, 

1 

65 

G.  N.  Briggs, 

1 

00 

Orr^xS  ll^yj    KUAUb — lyUz. 

Paid  W.  A.  Nye. 

So 

28 

B.  S.  Reed, 

88 

Edwin  Green. 

2 

63 

W.  I  J.  Green, 

88 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

88 

Thomas  Winter, 

53 

Owen  Gil  boy. 

1 

05 

John  Gil  hoy. 

2 

27 

Patrick  McGreevey, 

To 

Daniel  Shea, 

1 

75 

Samuel  Sherman. 

1 

75 

G.  N.  Briggs. 

4 

73 

W.  A.  Buslmell. 

1 

05 

C.  H.  Trowbridge, 

70 

Walter  Woodis, 

7  it 

H.  R.  Loring, 

60 

H.  Bartlett, 

1 

75 

H.  D.  Bullard. 

1 

66 

.!.  H.  Keep, 

10 

W.  M .  Robinson, 

1 

60 

David  Hallowell, 

70 

John  Gaffney, 

4 

23 

James  Scott, 

1 

75 

814 1G  29 


14 


Paid  Martin  White, 

S2 

45 

Patrick  Moran, 

88 

L.  N.  Haskell, 

1 

61 

Win.  Gaffney, 

1 

72 

M.  S.  Deau, 

1 

31 

A.  H.  Draper, 

70 

Edson  Hapgood, 

2 

51 

G.  W.  Stone, 

2 

53 

Henry  W.  .Stone, 

1 

75 

J.  C.  Rutherford, 

1 

49 

James  Ley  den, 

9 

so 

M.  M.  Butterfield, 

7 

20 

Win.  Park  man. 

2 

30 

Kimball  Packard, 

(10 

James  Gilboy, 

1 

23 

OPENING  ROADS— 1902-03. 

Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

S9 

36 

H.  R.  Lorirjg, 

1 

93 

Arthur  Reed, 

53 

Van  R.  Malcolm, 

57 

Roger  Conant, 

57 

E.  E.  Burt. 

70 

Bert  S.  Reed, 

70 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

4 

99 

U.  A.  Crawford, 

3 

40 

T.  C.  Gaffney, 

K) 

45 

Justin  Bauson, 

3 

,S(i 

N.  J-  Green. 

1 

58 

W.  B.  Green, 

88 

W.  11.  Itoyd, 

88 

G.N.  Brings, 

2 

5  1 

J.  P.  Gaffney, 

(.) 

;;i 

Patrick  McGreevey,  l  58 
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Paid  W.  M.  Robinson, 

"82  00 

M.  M.  Bntterfield, 

5  32 

Wm.  Gaffuey, 

3  0.0 

S.  H.  Haskell, 

4  (54 

F.  A.  Dexter, 

2  00 

Patsy  White, 

3  32 

J.  H.  Keep, 

16  80 

H.  W.  Lincoln, 

10  32 

C.  H.  Trowbridge, 

• 

1  05 

  8102  28 

The  guide  posts  and  boards  "are  erected  and  maintained  as 
required  by  law,  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  A.  NYE, 

Street  Superintendent. 


< 


REPORT   OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  of  the  POOR, 

To  January  1,  11)08. 


Paid  for  support  of  Alniira  Woodis, 

$52 

00 

Support  of  Lydia  Chamberlain, 

61 

75 

Svpporfc  of  Benjamin  Nourse, 

113 

34 

Support  of  Charles  Winslow, 

102 

73 

Support  of  Grace  Thresher, 

39 

00 

Monument  inscription,  Ambrose  Hall, 

4 

00 

Family  of  Thomas  Fennel, 

12 

01 

Win.  S.  Crawford,  for  18  tramps, 

4 

.">() 

Same,  general  service, 

(5 

00 

Jesse  Allen,  12  trips  to  Holden, 

30 

00 

Same,  1  trip  to  Worcester,  - 

3 

50 

Same,  general  service, 

9 

00 

Win.  S.  Spear,  general  service, 

.") 

00 

Telephoning  and  postage, 

1 

75 

  8444  5 8 

Refunded  from  the  s<  ate,  12  01 


Total  expense  to  the  town,  $132  57 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN,  )  Ooertmr* 

WJL  S.  SPEAR,  y  of 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  )  th>  /'»<»■. 


Holden  Poor  Farm  Association. 


Thirteenth  annual 

report  of  the  Holden  Poor  Farm 

Asso- 

eiation  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  31,  1903. 

INMATES 

RECEIVING  SUPPORT. 

Holden. 

Name.  Age. 

Admitted.  No. 

Days. 

Lizzie  Kenney,  46  yrs. 

365 

Winifred  Durdeen,  52 

yrs. 

oo> 

Charles  Prue,  80  yrs. 

365 

Jane  Prue,  81  yrs.    April  21. 

285 

Thomas  O'Keefe,  70  y 

rs.    Dec.  10. 

52 

1432 

HllBBARDSTON. 

David  Rice,  84  yrs. 

365 

Henry  Clark,  24  yrs. 

365 

Shirley  Libbey,  80  yrs 

.    April  24. 

283 

John  Neland,  81  yrs. 

Sept.  17.    Away  32  days. 

105 

Andrew  May,  53  yrs. 

Jan.  8. 

23 

John  Wilson,  68  yrs. 

April  24.     Discharged  May  8. 

14 

Minnie  Whitney,  8  yrs 

Sept.  17.    Discharged  Nov.  1 1 

.  55 

1210 

Oakham. 

Charles.  Winslow,  43  yrs. 
Benjamin  Nourse,  74  yrs. 


365 
365 


730 
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Rutland. 

Rosa  R^en,  G5  yi,J.  365 

John  Kelly,  42  yrs.    Away  22  days.  3-13 

Preston  Warren,  80  yrs.    Admitted  as  a  boarder  Dec.  17.  45 

James  Watwitt,  45  yrs.    Dec.  27.  35 


788 

Paxton. 

Carrie  Snow,  48  yrs.  3G5 
Lavina  Pierce,  56  yrs.  365 
Jacob  Rarle,  66  yrs.  May  15.  261 
Clara  Mtxen,  6">  yrs.    April  20.    Died  June  1.  42 


1033 

Templeton. 

Mary  Seaver,  68  yrs.  Discharged  March  26.  54 
Sylvina  Howe,  90  yrs.  Aug.  26.  Died  Sept,  8.  13 
Frank  Hill,  76  yrs.    Oct.  27.    Died  Jan.  20.  04 

161 

Princeton. 

Henry  Brown,  56  yrs.  May  7.  260 
John  Black,  50  yrs.    Aug.  10.  165 


434 

Westminster. 

Adaline  Eager,  62  yrs.  365 
Margaret  Cronin,  57  yrs.    Committed  to  Iusaue  Hospital 

Oct.  31.  -.'7:5 

Sarah  Blake,  63  yrs.  365 

Jeremiah  Lucius,  78  yrs.  365 

Frank  A.  Taylor,  50  yrs.    Died  May  4.  03 

Laura  Freeman,  64  yrs.    Away  17  days.  348 


1809 


It) 


Total  board  furnished,  7597  days  or  108")  3-7  weeks. 

Preston  Warren  of  Rutland,  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  the 
rebellion,  was  admitted  as  a  boarder  Dec.  17. 

Total  number  of  inmates  32,  of  whom  3  have  died,  4  have 
been  discharged,  1  committed  to  Insane  Hospital,  and  24 
remain,  making  the  weekly  average  2')|-§. 

FINANCIAL  EXHIBITS. 

Receipts. 

Milk,  $1770  84 

Stock,  188  50 

Board,  40  00 

Miscellaneous,  29  38 

 320-28  72 


Expenditures. 

Warden  and  Matron's  salary,  $600  00 

Outside  labor,  2S1  60 

Inside  labor,  156  37 

Flour  and  grain,  988  31 

Groceries,                   -  488  72 

Dry  goods  and  furniture,  185  50 

Meat  and  fish,  186  42 

Boots  and  shoes,  32  94 

Tools  and  seeds,  119  02 

Blacksmi  thing,  53  00 

Medical  attendance  and  medicine,  71  28 

Stock,  326  50 

Fertilize]',  41  25 

Ice,  9  60 

Insurance,  36  23 

Tobacco  and  snuff,  34  30 

Miscellaneous,  89  93 
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Kent, 

Interest  on  personal  property, 
Wood, 

Less  receipts, 
Making  net  expense, 


8325  IK) 
120  90 
40  00 


-$4186  96 
2028  72 

S2158  24 


Cost  per  week  for  each  inmate,  81.99. 

Making  expense  for  each  town  as  follows: 

Holden,  $406  82 

Hubbardston,  343  71 

Oakham,  207  37 

Rutland,  223  83 

Paxton,  -293  47 

Templeton,  45  74 

Princeton,  123  28 

Westminster,  514  02 


-82158  24 


Phillipston  and  Royalston  were  fortunate  in  having  no 
inmates  and  Templeton  has  none  at  the  present  time. 

The  first  ten  years  of  the  Association  closing  with  Jan.  31, 
1900,  was  as  follows  : 

Average  annual    Weekly  average  Cost 
weekly  board.  of  inmates.         ner  week. 

883$  17  82.22  plus 

Year  ending  Jan.  31, '01,     888  17£  2.00 

Year  ending  Jan.  31,  '02,     985f  18}£  1.98 

By  the  death  of  Mr.  F.  T.  Holt  the  board  of  management 
lost  a  cherished  friend,  who  had  represented  the  town  of 
Holden  from  the  formation  of  the  Association. 
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During  the  present  month  a  serious  lung  and  bronchiti 
epidemic  prostrated  nearly  one-half  of  the  inmates,  one  of 
whom  died.  Previous  to  this  attack  the  general  health  had 
been  good;  the  two  previous  deaths  being  caused  by  old  age 
and  paralysis.  The  town  of  Princeton  was  admitted  to  the 
Association  last  spring.  The  record  of  sales  from  the  herd  of 
twenty  cows  was  $89  each.  Christmas  brought  its  usual 
bountiful  dinner,  contributed  by  Hon.  F.  S.  Coolidge  of 
Fitchburg.  The  services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Potter  have 
been  secured  for  the  ensuing  year. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HOBART  RAYMOND,  Westminster,  President, 
-1ESSE  ALLEN,  Oakham,  Secretary, 

G.  S.  GRAHAM,  Holden,  Treasurer, 
R.  G.  MARE  AN,  Hubbardston, 

H.  H.  PIKE,  Paxton, 

D.  W.  BAKER,  Phillipston, 

I.  E.  PRATT,  Princeton, 

W.  H.  MAYNARD,  Rutland, 
CALEB  AY.  DAY,  Royalston, 
CHARLES  H.  LEATHE,  Templeton, 


Board  of  Management. 
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FREE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Dr. 

Balance  on  hand,  $19  33 

Annual  ajjpropriation,  50  00 

Fines  and  sale  of  cards,  3  64 


872  97 


Cii. 

Paid  for  care  of  library,  $25  00 

Exchange  of  books  for  Coldbrook,  25  00 

For  new  books,  7  25 

Express  and  postage,  1  7(5 

Cash  on  hand,  13  9(3 


$72  97 


Present  number  of  volumes  in  library,  1 243 

Added  during  the  year,  G-'i 

Circulation  during  the  year,  1870 

Number  of  persons  taking  out  books,  140 

Largest  number  charged  in  one  day,  .">1 

Smallest  number  charged  in  day,  17 

The  interest  in  the  library  increases  year  by  .year,  the  cir- 
culation having  been  larger  the  past  year  than  any  previous 
years.  A  complete  set  of  "Abbott's  Histories"  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  library  by  an  unknown  friend.  The  pictures 
loaned  by  the  Woman's  Education  Association  have  been 
greatly  enjoyed. 

FRANK  E.   DAVIS,  ) 
MINNIE   L.   WOODIS,  (  ,"J 
.JKSSK  ALLEN,  \  trustees. 


REPORT  OF 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 


Dr. 


To  town  funds, 

Income  cf  G.  H.  Gould  fund. 

From  D.  H.  Dean, 


$17  5."> 
5  38 
5  00 


827  93 


Cr. 


Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge, work  on  old  cemetery,  8 
Same,  work  on  southwest  cemetery, 
F.  E.  Reed,  work  on  old  cemetery, 
F.  S.  Conant,  tomb  lock, 
Jesse  Allen,  work  on  E.  Dean  lot, 


10  2") 

Go 
6  32 
38 


Cash  on  hand, 


4  88 


$21  93 


The  old  cemetery  has  been  put  in  good  condition,  grave- 
stones reset,  brush  cut  and  the  fence  repaired  and  painted. 
There  seems  to  be  a  question  as  to  how  much  the  town  has 
to  do  with  the  other  cemeteries  of  the  town.  It  is  suggested 
that  the  various  cemetery  associations  call  meetings,  and,  if 
thought  best,  take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  give 
the  town  full  and  entire  care  of  all  the  cemeteries  in  the 
town. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


STATISTICS. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  89 

Average  membership,  81.2 

Average  attendance,  75.5 

Per  cent,  of  attendance.  !»3.1 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  OTHER  RESOURCES. 

Support  of  schools,  §1200  00 

Appropriation  for  school  superintendent,  50  00 

State  return  for  superintendent  of  schools,  250  00 

Received  from  dog  tax  refunded,  156  24 

State  school  fund.  364  00 

Education  of  state  children,  34  00 

Education  of  Boston  children,  175  00 

High  school  tuition  refunded,  33  50 

Sale  of  school  supplies,     '  3  91 


82266  (15 

8300  00 

320  00 

320  00 

286  00 

278  00 

13m  (io 
80  oo 
 $1722  00 


SALARIES. 

Superintendent  H.  .1.  Jones, 

Florence  E.  Bothwell, 

Minnie  M.  Mellcn, 

Blanche  Packard, 

Althea  Russell, 

Mrs.  .Minnie  G.  Woodis, 

Mary  J.  Foley, 


.25 


John  H.  Keep, 

Supplies, 

P.  O'Donnell, 
Cheney  Bothvvell, 
Parker  Lumber  Co.. 
L.  P.  Bushnell, 
H.  I).  Bullard, 
Alfred  Woodis, 
P.  McG  reevev, 
W.  \V.  Russell, 


TRANSPORTATION. 

SUPPLIES. 
FUEL. 


CARE  OF  HOUSES. 


Harry  R.  Loring, 
Edwin  Milliard, 
LcRoy  Sunders, 
Morton  Butterlield, 


L.  S.  Green, 
W.  S.  Crawford, 
C.  H.  Trowbridge, 
W.  R.  Dean, 
Mrs.  Kate  Gueley, 
W.  V,'.  Russell, 
F.  E.  Reed, 


REPAIRS. 


TUITION. 


Town  of  Rutland, 
Bane, 

North  Brook  Held, 


INSURANCE. 


870  00 


8147  29 


815  00 
7  50 
9  50 

20  00 

20  00 
2  00 

20  00. 

20  00 

841  65 

9  yo 

4  75 

U  00 

8  50 
3 '35 
9  50 
10  sS 
45 
75 
9  07 

813  50 
20  00 
SO  00 


8114  00 


865  30 


Frank  Smith  &  Son, 


834  50 

8113  50 
817  50 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 
Jesse  Allen,  services,  §34  GH 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Wooilis,  services,  12  00 

  $4fi  68 


Total,  $2330 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

The  pupils  named  below  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  number  of  terms  specified  : 

CENTER  SCHOOLS. 
One  Term — Alice  Yeo,  Karali  Payne,  Marion  Payne,  Blanche 
Yeo,  Leroy  Hurt,  Jane  McGreevey,  Mary  McGreevey, 
Nellie  Gilboy. 

Two  Terms — Orvis  Ranks,  Israel  Sachs,  John  Donovan,  Ima 

Clifford,  Mildred  Burt, 
Three  Terms — Abraham  Sachs,  Alice  Loring,  Eva  Allen. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 
One  Term — Frank  Bartlett. 

Two  Terms — Florence  Draper.  May  Robinson,  John  Robinson* 
George  Dovins,  Walter  Troville. 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

One  Term — Annie  Gaffnev,  Catherine  O'Donnell.  Edwin  Bul- 
la rd.  Matthew  Scott. 

Two  Terms — Daniel  O'Donneli. 

Three  Terms — Alice  Billiard,  Mary  O'Donnell,  Francis  Gaff- 
ney,  James  Kenney,  Frederic  Kenney. 

COLD  BROOK  SCHOOL. 
One  Term — Fannin  NTccdham,  Morton  Hntterfield. 
Two  Terms — Evelyn  Cody,  Leroy  Munroe. 
Three  Terms — Marion  Winslow. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN, 
MINNIE  L.  WOOD1S, 
II.  W.  LINCOLN, 

School  Committee. 
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A  U  TUTOR'S  REPORT. 


This  certifies  that  I  have  examined  and  approved  the 
accounts  of  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  poor,  school  com- 
mittee, road  commissioner,  tax  collector,  treasiirer,  library 
trustees  and  cemetery  committee,  and  have  found  them  to  be 
correct. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  P.  DAY,  Jr., 

'  Auditor. 


TREE    WARDEN'S  REPORT. 


The  past  year  there  has  been  set  out  a  large  number  of 
rock  maples  near  the  village  of  Oakham,  and  in  the  village  of 
Coldbrook  Springs  several  elm  trees.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to 
the  warden  to  know  that  the  people  are  beginning  to  appre- 
ciate the  law  in  regard  to  the  shade  trees  in  the  highway ; 
many  are  cutting  the  brush  and  poorer  trees,  giving  those  left 
a  better  chance  to  grow.  There  are  a  few  persons  who  care 
nothing  for  shade  trees,  even  after  they  are  spiked.  Such  per- 
sons, no  doubt,  are  ignorant  of  the  law  in  regard  to  cutting 
spiked  trees.  Attention  is  again  called  to  the  penalty  provided 
by  law  for  cutting  or  injuring  any  shade  tree  —  S~>.00  to 
$1(10.00  for  each  offence,  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
warden  to  enforce  all  provisions  of  the  law. 
Appropriated  by  the  town,  S2">  00 

Expenditures,  $22  8S 

Respectfully, 

C.  H.  TROWBRIDGE, 

Tree  Warden. 
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To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Oakham: 
We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Soldiers'  Union, 
desire  to  place  the  piano  in  Memorial  hall  in  the  custody  of 
the  selectmen  of  Oakham,  trusting  a  suitable  price  may  be 
charged  for  the  use  of  it  to  keep  it  in  repair : 

Signed:  George  W.  Stone,  James  Sheern,  Horace  M.  Green, 
Geo.  Duffy,  J.  E.  Stone,  G.  M.  Dean,  M.  J.  Kennon. 
The  above  was  received  August  2,  1902.  The  board  voted 
at  that  time  to  accept  the  custody  of  the  piano  as  requested, 
and  would  make  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending 
March  1,  19d3: 


RECEIPTS. 


From  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  Aug.  2,  1902, 
A.  C.  Angus,  Aug.  19,  1902, 
O.  V.  I.  S.,  Aug.  27,  1902, 
Same,  evening  of  Aug.  27, 
Farmers'  club,  Oct.  22,  1902, 
Henry  Gumming.;,,  Jan.  7,  1903 
Same,  Jan.  21,  1903, 
Walter  Clifford,  Jan.  23,  1903, 
Same,  Jau.  31,  1903, 
Same,  Feb.  7,  1903, 
Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  Feb.  10,  1903, 
Walter  Clifford.  Feb.  14,  1903, 
Same,  Feb.  21,  1903, 
Same,  Feb.  28,  11)03, 


$0  25 


7.') 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


 $5  00 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  G.  H.  D.'ivis,  for  tuning, 
Balance  in  tieasurv, 


82  5(i 
2  50 
—  $5  00 


FRANK  S.  CON  ANT, ")  Selectmen 
HARRY  B.  PARKER,  [  of 
CARLOS  1*.  HILL,      )  Oakham. 


TOWN    CLERK'S    REPORT    FOR  1902. 


BIRTHS. 

Jan.  7,  Snn  (Samuel  Walter)  to  John  and  Elsie  Tucker. 
Feb.  20,  Daughter  (Dorothy)  to  David  and  Martha  MeDougal. 
Sept.  20,  Son  (Edward  Eugene)  to  William  and  Mary  Ann 
Gaffney. 

Nov.  1G,  Son  (Albert  Merton)  to  George  A.  and  Maud  Briggs. 
Nov.  23,  Daughter  (Iva  Catherine)  to  Edmund  and  Catherine 
Cody. 

Nov.  2G,  Son  (Ralph  Franklin)  to  John  and  Grace  Keep. 

MARRIAGES. 
Feb.  G,  Benjamin  H.  Bobbins  to  Gertrude  J.  Needham. 
Apr.  12,  Ira  N.  Boutwell  to  Cora  E.  Lucier. 
June  5,  Thomas  C.  Gaffney  to  Catherine  Whitney. 
Oct.  9,  Frank  W.  Grimes  to  Catherine  L.  Bullard. 
Oct.  22,  John  F.  Leyden  to  Emma  Langevin. 


Oct.  27,  Edward  L.  Needham  to  Esther  L.  Clark. 

DEATHS. 

YES.  MOS. 

DA  YS. 

Jan.  18,  Timothy  N.  Fobes, 

81 

a 

G 

Jan.  3d,  John  Glynn, 

89 

O 

0 

March  4,  James  C.  Allen, 

f>8 

9 

1G 

March  ti,  Luther  Marsh, 

79 

7 

21 

May  3,  Roxana  B.  Monroe, 

8G 

7 

0 

June  18,  Simon  O.  Butler, 

83 

2 

19 

Aug.  26,  Martha  S.  Ash,. 

G9 

G 

1 

Nov.  11,  Elizabeth  \V.  Burt, 

79 

0 

0 

Nov.  21,  Joel  Bullard, 

6o 

4 

I.'. 

Nov.  25,  Michael  Gaffney, 

80 

0 

0 

Average  age  77i  years. 

BURIED  IN  TOWN. 

April  12.     Maria  L.  Fuller, 

HI 

1  1 

21 

May  26.    Mary  Haskell, 

78 

0 

0 

June    '■'>.    Charles  Hubbard, 

73 

0 

0 

Nov.  28.    John  N,  Morse, 

5fi 

10 

8 

30.    Grace  L.  Morse, 

28 

G 

2S 

Dec.   12.    Martin  H.  Maynard, 

f>5 

4 

25 

Number  of  voters — Male,  1;>3. 

Female,  12. 

Number  of  dogs  licensed,  7"). 

Male,  64.  Female, 

11. 

JESSE 

ALLEN,  Town 

Ch 

rk. 

WARRANT  FOR  TOWN  MEETING. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  William  S.  Craicford,  or  either  of  the  constables  of  the 
town  of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  yon 
are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  Known  as  "Memorial  Hall,"  on  Monday, 
the  sixth  day  of  April  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit: 

Article  1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2d.  To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several  town 
ollicers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  .'id.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  three  Selectmen, 
three  Assessors,  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Collector  of 
Taxes.  Treasurer,  three  Fence  Viewers,  six  Constables,  Tree 
Warden  and  Auditor  for  one  year.  One  School  Committee, 
Library  Trustee,  Town  Clerk  and  Cemetery  Committee  for  three 
years.  Also,  to  vote  "Vi's"  or  l,No"  ill  answer  to  the  question, 
''SIimII  license  be  grunted  for  Ihc  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
this  town  ?"  all  01)  one  ballot.     Ballot  to  be  folded  as  received, 

when  presented  for  deposit  in  the  ballot  box.  The  polls  to  be 
opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Article  4th.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected  by 
ballot. 

Art:c!e  oth.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
their  Treasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  C>th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers,  as  required 
under  Chapter  2H8,  Section  1  and  2  of  the  Acts  and  KeSolves  of 
the  year  1881). 

Article  7th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  bonding  their  officials. 

Article  8th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening  loads  for 
ensuing  year. 

Article  'Jlh.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  l>e  nec- 
essary to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  make 
appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  10th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  .approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  such  sums  of 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  11th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  l>y  the  selectmen. 

Article  12th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  13th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
to  care  for  the  Town  Hall  and  ring  bell  for  the  ensuing  year,  or 
pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  1-lth.  To  see  if  the  town  will  abate  any  jtaxe.S  that 
may  be  presented  for  abatement. 

Article  loth.  To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 
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Article  16th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  lighting 
the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  17th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  some  person 
or  persons  as  agents  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits  that  may 
lie  brought  for  or  against  the  town  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  18th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  for  copying  and  indexing  the  old  records  of  the 
town  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  19th.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  chosen 
under  Article  7th  of  the  town  warrant  of  April  1st,  1901,  and 
to  act  thereon. 

Article  20th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
the  B.  P.  Clark  legacy  towards  the  purchase  of  a  town  "clock," 
the  said  clock  to  be  placed  in  the  steeple  of  the  Congregational 
chinch,  and  to  choose  a  committee  to  carry  the  same  into  effect, 
or  pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  21st.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  helping  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment in  memory  of  the  patriotism  and  valor  of  the  men  of  Wor- 
cester County  in  the  war  for  the  Union,  the  said  monument  to 
be  erected  in  front  of  the  County  Court,  House,  at  Worcester,  or 
pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

And.  you  arc  directed  to  serve  this  warrant, by  posting  up 
three  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  each  of  the  Post  Offices, 
and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting  house,  in  said1  town, 
seven  days,  at  leasl,  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  -and  place 
of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  eleventh  day  of  .March,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  three. 

FRANK  S.  CONANT,  )  Selectmen 
HAPPY  P.  PARKER,  >  of 
CARLOS   P.    HILL,        )  Oakham. 
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OF  THE 


Superintendent  of  Schools 


FOR 


The  Central  Worcester  District 


TOWNS: 

Holden,  Oakham,  Paxton,  Rutland. 
Worcester  County,  Mass. 
March,  J903. 
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THE  CENTRAL  WORCESTER  DISTRICT. 


The  district  was  formed  July  16,  1900.  The  services  and  salary  of 
the  superintendent  are  shared  as  follows:  Holden,  five-tenths; 
Oakham,  two-tenths  ;  Paxton,  one-tenth  ;  and  Rutland,  two-tenths. 
The  superintendent's  year  begins  Aug.  1.  Thirty-three  teachers  are 
employed  in  thirty-one  schools.  The  chairman  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee is  Jesse  Allen  of  Oakham,  and  the  secretary  is  Mrs.  Marion  E. 
Warren  of  Holden.  The  names  of  the  members  of  the  various  com- 
mittees, with  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms,  are  shown 
below  : 


HOLDEN. 


Term  Expires 


James  A.  Holden,  chairman, 
Mrs.  Martha  E.  Graham, 
T.  Walter  Howe, 

Mrs.  Marion  E.  Warren,  secretary, 
Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden, 
William  J.  Powers, 


1903 
1903 
1904 
1904 
1905 
1905 


OAKHAM. 


Term  Expires 


Jesse  Allen,  chairman,  '- 
H.  W.  Lincoln, 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  secretary, 


1903 
1904 
1905 


PAXTON. 


Term  Expires 


Mrs.  C.  F.  Flint, 

Lewis  S.  Clapp,  chairman,  - 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Keep,  secretary, 


1904 
1905 
1906 


RUTLAND 


Term  Expires 


William  O.  Temple,  secretary, 
Dr.  David  P.  Butler,  chairman, 
I  (cnnis  10.  Smith, 


190.'! 
1904 
1905 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committees  of  HoJden,  Oakham,  Paxton,  and  Rut- 
land: 

I  herewith  present  the  third  annual  report  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  schools  for  the  Central  Worcester  District,  and 
ask  the  attention  of  the  committees  and  the  citizens  of  the 
several  towns  to  its  contents.  As  in  former  reports,  subjects 
of  interest  to  the  district  as  a  whole  are  first  presented,  other 
matters  being  treated  later  under  the  heading,  "The  Towns  in 
Particular."' 

In  my  second  report,  I  described  in  some  detail  the  various 
activities  which  employ  the  time  andenergies  of  your  super- 
intendent. The  year  now  closed  has  been  filled  with  similar 
activities.  Nearly  all  the  school  days  have  been  spent  in  the 
school-rooms,  the  time  being  divided  in  the  proportion  speci- 
fied on  the  preceding  page.  Evenings,  Saturdays,  and  all  but 
four  weeks  of  the  school  vacations  have  been  largely  devoted 
to  the  various  duties  of  the  position,  aside  from  that  of  school 
visitation. 

Like  the  previous  years  of  my  work  as  your  superintend- 
ent, the  one  covered  by  this  report  has  been  made  very  pleas- 
ant by  the  good  will  of  the  thirty-one  groups  of  children  met 
twice  each  month,  by  the  loyal  co-operation  of  my  fellow 
workers  in  the  schools,  by  the  confidence  and  support  of  able 
committees,  and  by  the  kindness  of  the  people  of  the  towns. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  tables  here  inserted  show  the  fads  of  attendance  in 
the  various  schools  by  terms.  The  "Summary  of  Attendance" 
shows  the  attendance  of  the  year  by  towns.    Comparing  this 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 

HOLDEN. 


Schools 


Teachers 


High  School  

Center,  Grammar. 
Center,  Primary  . . 
Jefferson,  Higher  . 
Jefferson,  Room  4  . 
Jefferson.  Room  3  . 
Jefferson,  Room  2 . 
Jefferson,  Room  1  . 
Chaffln,  Grammar. 
Chaffln,  Primary . . 


Quinapoxct,  I 
Grammar   f  " 


Quinapoxct,  t 
Primary     f  "" 


North  Woods 


Sprlngdale 


Da  wson. 


South . 


i  'nlonvllle. 


A.  K.  Learned,  Pi  in. 
Marion  E.  Bascom, 

Assistant 


Alma  M.  Atwell 
Alma  M.  Atwell 
Alma  M.  Atwell 


Margery  A.  Rice. 
Margery  A.  Rice. 
Margery  A.  Rice. 

|M.  Bessie  Tidd  .. 
;Helen  L.  Smith . . 
Helen  L.  Smith. . 


Terms, 

1902--03 


Spring. 
Fall  ... 
Winter 

Spring. 
Fall  ... 
Winter 

Spring. 
Fall  . . . 
Winter 

Spring. 
Fall  ... 
Winter 


Clara  K.  Bascom  Spring. 

iClara  K.  Bascom  Fall  . . . 

-Clara  K.  Bascom  'Winter 

jElizabeth  Hoxie  Spring. 

[Elizabeth  Hoxie          Fall  ... 

Elizabeth  Hoxie  Winter 

.Esther  C.  Hendricks  .  Spring. 
Esther  C.  Hendricks  .  Fall  . . . 
Esther  C.  Hendricks  .  I  Winter 


Mary  L.  Gove 
Mary  L.  Gove 
Mary  L.  Gove 


Spring. 
Fall  . . . 
Winter 


Florence  L.  Johnson.  Spring. 
jFIorence  L.  Johnson.  Fall  ... 
Florence  L.  Johnson.  Winter 

Mabel  C.  Reid  Spring. 

Mabel  C.  Reid  Fall 

Mabel  C.  Reid  Winter 

Alice  Frye  Spring. 

Alice  Frye   Fall  . . . 

Alice  Frye   Winter 

Lillian  A.  Warner  Spring. 

Lillian  A.  Warner....  Fall  ... 
Lillian  A.  Warner  Winter 

Margaret  G.  Fleming.  Spring. 

Lillian  G.  Rvan  Fall  ... 

Lillian  G.  Ryan  Winter 

II  r:  n:  :  Kill  ;-,  ....  Spring. 
Maud  F.  Findeisen . . .  Fall  ... 
Maud  F.  Findeisen...  Winter 

Catherine  E.  Crowe  . .  Spring. 
Margaret  A.  Dolan  . . .  j  Fall  . . . 
Margaret  A.  Dolan  . . .  Winter 

Sadie  I.  Packard  Spring. 

Sadie  I.  Packard   Fall  . . . 

Sadie  I-  Packard   Winter 

Ellen  R.  Mohan  Spring. 

(Hare  II.  (iroby   Fall  . , . 

Clare  II.  Groby   Winter 


No.  Weeks 
in  Term 

Average 
Membership 

Average 
Attendance 

Per  Cent,  of 
Attendance 

Per  Cent, 
for  Year 

No.  Cases 
of  Tardiness 

11 

39.6 

35.3 

90.0 

10 

16 

46.5 

41.5 

90.0 

10 

12 

47.0 

41.7 

88.7 

89.6 

11 

12 

26.0 

23.0 

88.4 

7 

16 

33.0 

29.0 

87.8 

37 

8 

28.0 

26.0 

92.8 

89.7 

9 

12 

32.5 

28.8 

88.6 

64 

16 

27.1 

23.7 

87.5 

45 

8 

27.2 

22.7 

83.4 

86.5 

24 

12 

16.7 

15.9 

95.7 

17 

16 

20.5 

20.1 

93.5 

55 

8 

21.0 

16.8 

80.0 

89.7 

26 

12 

28.4 

26.1 

92.1 

40 

16 

35.9 

33.0 

91.7 

58 

8 

30.4 

23.5 

77.2 

87.0 

•27 

12 

38.8 

35.3 

91.0 

32 

16 

40.4 

33.7 

86.0 

28 

8 

39.2 

31.6 

80.0 

85.7 

26 

12 

36.0 

34. 1 

94.8 

22 

16 

28.1 

24.9 

88.1 

12 

8 

25.4 

18-3: 

71.7 

84.5 

18 

12 

31.1 

28.5 

91 .6 

4 

16 

29.7 

25.5 

85.5 

9 

8 

18.6 

11.4 

61.2 

79.4 

17 

12 

33.8 

31.9 

93.5 

6 

16 

37.9 

34.4 

90.7 

4 

34.1 

30.7 

90.0 

91.4 

3 

12 

27.2 

25.3 

92.9 

9 

16 

37.4 

33.6 

87.9- 

8 

S 

35.5 

28.8 

80.8 

87.2 

6 

12 

28.9 

26.5 

91.0 

30 

16 

31 .0 

28. 1 

89.0 

]7 

8 

29.4 

24.5 

83.0 

87.7 

11 

12 

27 .  9 

24.4 

86.8 

l(i 

16 

23 . 4 

20.7 

86. 1 

13 

8 

23.7 

18.8 

78.9 

83.9 

20 

12 

14.8 

14.3 

96.6 

1 

16 

20.5 

19.3 

.14.3 

29 

8 

19.9 

17.5 

87.6 

92.8 

12 

12 

21 .0 

18.8 

88.0 

1 

16 

23.0 

20.1 

86.8 

80 

8 

21.3 

16.8 

79.2 

S4.7 

12 

18.7 

17. K 

W.5 

3 

16 

18.8 

16.7 

88.0 

8 

H 

16. a 

13  ii 

76.5 

80.U 

13 

12 

23.2 

98.  1 

9 

16 

21.1 

10*9 

91.8 

18 

8 

21 .7 

211.1 

112.3 

95.2 

20 

12 

ih.:i 

18.0 

06. 1 

0 

111 

21-4 

21.0 

90.2 

til 

8 

22 . 0 

I...6 

71.3 

85.5 

15 

PAXTON. 


School 


Grammar . 


Intermediate 


Primary 


Teachers 


Rachel  W.  Cornwell.. 
Jennie  R.  Burnham  .. 
Jennie  R.  Burnham  . . 


Terms, 
1902- '03 


Spring 
Fall  . . . 
Winter 


M.  Alice  Converse  Spring 

M.  Alice  Converse  — !  '-'all . . . 
JM.  Alice  Converse  j  Winter 

Lulu  M.  Baker  Spring 

Lulu  M.Baker  (Fall  ... 

Lulu  M.  Baker  Winter 


6.5 


Average 
Membership 

Average 
Attendance 

Per  Cent,  of 
Attendance 

Per  Cent, 
for  Year 

No.  Cases  of  I 
Tardiness  | 

13.3 

11.7 

88.2 

128 

19.7 

182 

92.5 

52 

18.6 

16.4 

87.8 

89.5 

48 

19.9 

18.2 

91.4 

44 

25.4 

23.3 

91.8 

37 

32.8 

18.6 

81.9 

88.4 

50 

28.5 

26.2 

92.2 

21 

30.6 

28.0 

91.2 

36 

25. 1 

20.5 

81.5 

88.3 
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RUTLAND. 


High  School  . 


Center,  Grammar 


Center,  I 
Intermediate  J 


Center  Primary 


North  Rutland. 


West  Rutland 


(  G.  Harold  Ellis,  Prin. 

•  lEdith  L.  Claflin, 

(  Assistant 

I  Jennie  R.  Burnham  . . 

■<  lElrie  P.  Newcomb  

Elrie  P.  Newcomb  — 


Jennie  B.  Gilbert 
Bertha  Gleason  . . 
Bertha  Gleason  . . 


Annie  M.  Jenness 
Annie  M.  Jenness 
Annie  M.  Jenness 


Spring 
Pall  . . . 
Winter 

Spring 
Fall . . . 
Winter 


Spring 
Fall . . . 
Winter 

Spring 
Fall . . . 
Winter 


Grace  E.  Damon   Spring 

Mabel  leHeald   Fall... 

MabelleHeald   Winter 


Lucy  M.  Grant. 
Lucy  M.  Grant. 
Lucy  M.  Grant. 


Spring 
Fall . . . 
Winter 


27.8 

35.8 
29.2 

45.8 
51.5 
45.8 

37.3 
44.0 
41.6 

42.2 
47.1 

39.3 

33.2 
33.1 
22.6 

32.0 
35.0 
35.0 


23.8 
32.6 
23.9 

40.5 
45.1 
34.9 

32.2 
37.7 
28.7 

33.7 
41.7 

26.5 

27.3 
30.1 
17.9 

29.0 
34.0 
33.0 


85.7 
90.4 
82.1 

88.4 
89.7 
77.9 

86.0 
S5.3 


77.0 

88.3 
67.0 

82.7 
91.0 
79.2 

91.0 
97.0 
94.0 


OAKHAM. 


10 

18.8 

17.7 

95.0 

17 

11 

21.2 

20.2 

93.0 

10 

11 

20.5 

18.2 

91.0 

93.0 

50 

10 

17.0 

16  0 

96.0 

18 

11 

17.0 

16.4 

96.5 

15 

n 

14.3 

13.5 

94.3 

95.6 

12 

10 

9.0 

8.8 

98.0 

1 

n 

9.8 

9.3 

94.0 

0 

li 

8.9 

8.1 

91.0 

94.3 

4 

n 

17.7 

16.4 

92.9 

n 

17  3 

15.7 

90.6 

4 

10.0 

14.0 

87.5 

90.0 

4 

10 

17.9 

17.2 

96.0 

5 

1 1 

18.7 

17.9 

94.7 

10 

ii 

19.5 

17.0 

87.2 

92.6 

11 

Center,  Grammar. 


Center,  Primary. 


Coldbrook 


South . 


West. 


Florence  E.  Bothwell. 
Florence  E.  Bothwell. 
Florence  E.  Bothwell. 


Spring 
Fall  . . . 
Winter 


Minnie  M.  Mellon  ....  Spring 
Minnie  M.  Mellen  ....  Fall  . . . 
Minnie  M.  Mellen   Winter 

Lena  R.  Edmands...  Spring 

Blanche  Packard           Fall  . . . 

Blanche  Packard  —  Winter 

Blanche  Packard  ....  Spring 
Mrs.  Minnie  Woodis. .  Fall  . . . 
Mrs.  Minnie  Woodis..  Winter 

I 

Althea  Russell  Spring 

Althea  Russell   Fall 

Althea  Russell  I  Winter 

I 
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Summary  of  Attendance. 


ss 

z 

a 

< 

< 

a 

o 

P 

a 

< 
c 

< 

o 

No.  enrolled  since  September  1,  1902. . 

560 

89 

85 

281 

1015 

Average  membership  for  year  

473.1 

81.2 

68 

226.1 

848.1 

Average  attendance  for  year  

417.2 

75.5 

60.4 

190.9 

744.0 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  year   

89.3 

93.1 

88. 7 

85.1 

89.1 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  last  year. . 

90.0 

93.5 

86.6 

87.6 

89.4 

summary  with  the  one  of  last  year,  there  will  be  noted  an 
increase  of  all  the  items  but  one  in  the  "Total''  column, 
though  some  of  the  towns  show  losses.  The  "per  cent,  of 
attendance"'  is  slightly  decreased  in  all  the  towns  except 
Paxton.  It  is  well  to  realize  the  meaning  of  this  item.  The 
average  per  cent,  for  the  district,  S9.1,  means  that  the  equiv- 
alent of  more  than  one  day  of  school  in  every  two  weeks  is 
lost  on  account  of  the  absence  of  pupils.  Some  of  this  loss 
is,  of  course,  unavoidable,  but  I  am  convinced  that  much  of 
it  might  be  prevented  by  due  care  in  the  matter  on  the  part 
of  parents.  The  teachers  are  instructed  to  ascertain  the  rea- 
son for  every  case  of  absence,  and  to  record  in  the  register 
whether  the  case  is  excusable  or  not.  The  reasons  rendered 
confirm  fully  the  words  of  Secretary  Hill: 

There  are  scores  of  reasons  assigned  for  the  non-attendance  of 
children  at  school  that  cannot,  in  any  fairness,  make  the  absence 
necessary.  They  are  reasons  that  parents  or  pupils  may  readily  over- 
come by  a  little  extra  pains,  a  little  greater  sturdiness,  a  little  more 
self-denial,  a  little  greater  forethought,  a  little  higher  conception  of 
duty. 

The  indifference  of  many  parents  to  the  value  of  school 
privileges  has  led  to  (lie  passage  of  compulsory  attendance 
laws.  The  law  of  Massachusetts  includes  the  following  provi- 
sions : 

Every  child  between  seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age  shall  attend 
some;  public  day  school  in  the,  city  or  town  In  which  he  resides  during 
the  entire  time  the  public  day  schools  are  in  session,  subject  to  such 
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exceptions  as  to  children,  places  of  attendance  and  schools  as  are 
provided  for  in  section  three  of  chapter  forty- two,  and  sections  three, 
five  and  six  of  this  chapter.  The  superintendent  of  schools,  or,  if 
there  is  no  superintendent  of  schools,  the  school  committee,  or 
teachers  acting  under  authority  of  said  superintendent  or  committee, 

may  excuse  cases  of  necessary  absence  Every  person  having 

under  his  control  a  child  as  described  in  this  section  shall  cause  him  to 
attend  school  as  herein  required,  and  if  he  fails  for  five  day  sessions, 
or  ten  half-day  sessions  within  any  period  of  six  months  while  under 
such  control,  to  cause  such  child,  whose  physical  or  mental  condition 
is  not  such  as  to  render  his  attendance  at  school  harmful  or  im- 
practicable, so  to  attend  school,  he  shall,  upon  complaint  of  the 
truant  officer  and  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  more 
than  twenty  dollars. 

I  have  the  names  of  fifty-six  children  reported  by  the  teach- 
ers as  absent  for  more  than  ten  half-day  sessions  within  a 
period  of  six  months,  without  a  reason  which  makes  the  ab- 
sence necessarj'.  The  parents  of  such  children  are  plainly 
subjects  for  the  action  of  the  courts. 

The  "Roll  of  Honor,"  printed  in  the  several  town  reports, 
shows  the  appreciation  of  mauy  parents  and  pupils  of  the 
benefit  of  regularity  in  school  attendance.  Due  recognition 
should  also  be  made  of  the  many  pupils  who  are  equally 
faithful,  but  wmose  necessary  absence  caused  the  omission 
of  their  names  from  the  list.  In  fact,  it  is  a  small  minority 
of -parents  and  pupils  who  are  seriously  delinquent  in  the 
matter  under  consideration.  It  is  for  this  minority  that  the 
compulsory  attendance  laws  are  framed.  I  strongly  recom- 
mend the  enforcement  of  these  laws. 
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FINANCIAL  FACTS. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  data  at  hand,  will  be 
found  to  contain  some  interesting  figures : 




HOLDEN 

Oakham 

Paxton 

Rutland 

1. 

Valuation  of  town  

$1,310,479 

$330,025 

$302,937 

$669,332 

2. 

Valuation  per  child  of  aver- 

age membership   

$2,769.98 

$4,064.35 

$4,454.95 

$2,961.22 

3. 

Raised  by  taxation  for 

schools  last  year  

$8,000 

$1,200 

$1,200 

$3,750 

4. 

Taxation  for  schools  per 

thousand  of  valuation 

$6.10 

$3.63 

$3.96 

$5.60 

5 

Taxation  cost  per  child  of 

aver,  membership  per  year 

$16.89 

$14.78 

$17.65 

$16.58 

6. 

No.  of  school  days  in  year. . 

180 

160 

170 

160 

7. 

Taxation  cost  per  child  of 

aver,  membership  per  day 

$  .093 

$  .092 

$  .104 

$  .103 

The  best  test  of  the  financial  ability  of  a  town  with  regard 
to  school  expenditures  is  the  valuation  behind  each  chiLd  of 
the  average  membership  of  its  schools.  The  average  valua- 
tion for  each  pupil  in  the  average  membership  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  State  is  $7,319.  Comparing  the  amounts  oppo- 
site the  second  item  in  the  table  with  this  sum,  it  will  be  seen 
that  our  towns  are  comparatively  poor. 

The  average  rate  of  local  taxation  for  the  support  of 
schools  in  the  State  is  $3.70  on  each  thousand  dollars  of  valu- 
ation. Comparing  the  figures  opposite  the  fourth  Mem,  it  is 
seen  that  all  but  one  of  our  towns  are  taxed  at  a  higher  rate. 

The  average  local  taxation  cost  of  support  lor  each  child 
in  the  average  membership  for  the  State  is  $27.04.  Our  (owns 
get  along  with  the  modest  sums  set  opposite  the  fifth  Item. 

The  schooling  of  the  average  child  in  Massachusetts  costs 
$0.14  per  day.  A  Paxton  child  goes  to  school  in  the  morn- 
ing, is  furnished  his  books,  paper  and  all  oilier  needed  mate- 
rial, and  is  instructed  during  the  day  by  a  competent  teacher, 
lie  has  cost  tlic  town,  when  he  returns  home  at  night,  $0,101. 
A  pupil  in  any  other  of  our  towns  costs  a  few  mills  less  per 
day.  And  vol  there  are  a  few  people  among  us  who  raise  the 
question  Of  a  reduction  of  school  expenses! 
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The  problem  of  the  equalization  of  the  school  burdens  of 
the  towns  of  the  Commonwealth  still  puzzles  the  authorities. 
In  the  words  of  Secretary  Hill,  "There  are  extremes,  anoma- 
lies, incongruities,  indeed,  in  a  state  policy  that  is  admirable 
in  the  main,  but  they  none  the  less  merit  correction."  Our 
towns,  however,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  fact  that, 
under  the  present  plan  of  distribution  of  State  funds,  their 
share  of  those  funds  is  so  generous.  The  table  above  shows 
that  the  local  taxation  cost  of  our  schools  is  not  excessive. 
As  to  the  possible  value  of  what  is  received  in  return  for 
the  expenditure,  let  me  refer  to  the  quotation  from  State 
Superintendent  Schaeffer  in  my  last  report,  and  also  to  the 
following  paragraph  from  him: 

Commissioner  W.  T.  Harris  collected  statistics  showing  that  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  which  gives  every  child  an  average 
schooling  of  seven  years  of  two  hundred  days  each,  the  average 
daily  earnings  of  the  people  are  33  cents  in  excess  of  the  earnings 
for  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  which  gives  the  child  but  four  years 
(a  little  more)  of  schooling.  For  the  entire  State  of  Massachusetts 
this  excess  amounts  to  8250,000,000  annually.  In  the  days  when  the 
present  wage-earners  were  at  school  in  Massachusetts,  she  spent 
about  ten  millions  upon  her  schools.  Now,  if  you  can  put  810,000.000 
into  brains  and  get  a  return  of  §250,000,000  in  increased  earnings— 825 
for  every  dollar  invested — who  will  dispute  the  proposition  that 
money  spent  in  the  right  education  of  the  people  is  the  best  invest- 
ment of  public  funds  ever  made  ? 

THE  TEACHER  IN  THE  SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 

The  supreme  fact  should  not  be  overlooked,  however,  that  the 
interests  of  the  State  are  indissolubly  bound  up  with  the  interests  of 
its  children,  that  these  interests  are  too  vast  and  sacred  to  be  trifled 
with,  and  that  they  demand  for  their  protection  and  promotion  the 
very  best  of  teaching  service.  Now,  granting  all  the  exceptions  that 
may  be  cited,  it  remains  true  that  trained  teachers  render  by  far  the 
better  service.  The  State  for  sixty  years  has  pressed  for  such  ser- 
vice— it  opened  its  first  normal  school  in  1839.  It  maintains  today, 
at  large  expense,  ten  normal  schools.  Its  prime  motive  in  aiding  so 
many  of  its  smaller  towns  is  to  enable  them  to  engage  this  superior 
service.  The  State  pays  half  the  salaries  of  all  the  district  superin- 
tendents, it  contributes  a  special  sum  of  money  to  every  superin- 
tendency  district,  it  requires  every  town,  every  city,  to  employ  a 
superintendent  of  schools  ;  and  all  to  make  more  effective,  if  it  can, 
the  teaching  in  the  public  schools.—  Secretary  Hill,  Sixty-fifth  Report. 
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Youi'  superintendent  recognizes  the  truth  so  forcibly  stated 
by  our  honored  secretary.  Ou  the  character,  ability,  and  skill 
of  the  teacher  mainly  depends  the  success  of  the  schools.  The 
critical  question  concerns  what  goes  on  when  the  teacher 
stands  before  her  class.  To  the  degree  in  which  she  is  then 
able  to  command  the  attention  of  the  pupils,  to  arouse  their 
interest,  to  call  forth  their  energies,  and  direct  those  energies 
into  educative  work,  to  that  degree  will  the  ends  of  the  school 
be  reached.  To  assist  in  the  higher  development  of  such 
ability  is  the  supreme  and  most  difficult  function  of  the  super- 
intendent. By  plans  for  the  work  to  be  required,  by  personal 
instruction,  by  illustration  of  principles  and  methods  at  my 
visits,  by  encouragement  and  suggestion,  by  kindly  but  plain 
personal  criticism,  by  the  arrangement  of  teachers'  meetings, 
by  the  direction  of  the  teachers'  reading  along  professional 
lines,  and  by  all  other  means  available,  I  have  tried  to  increase 
the  effectiveness  of  the  teaching.  In  the  pursuit  of  this  end, 
however,  I  recognize  fully  the  absolute  necessity  of  willing 
and  intelligent  endeavor  on  the  part  of  the  individual  teacher. 
It  is  impossible  to  impart  knowledge,  skill,  or  power  to 
another,  whether  that  other  be  a  pupil  or  teacher.  These 
results  (jroic  in  the  individual  as  the  result  of  that 
individual's  own  activities.  The  provision  of  opportu- 
nity and  stimulus,  and  the  direction  of  aroused  energies 
into  the  most  fruitful  channels,  form  the  main  work  alike  of 
the  teacher  with  regard  to  her  pupils  and  of  the  superin- 
tendeni  with  regard  to  his  teachers. 

In  accordance  with  this  idea  it  is  intended  to  give  full  lib- 
erty to  the  individuality  of  the  teacher  within  the  limits  of 
established  educational  principles.  It  is  assumed  that  the 
teacher  has  brains  and  she  is  expected  to  use  them. 

Tlx-  superintendent's  ideas  are  further  expressed  in  a  circu- 
lar senl  to  teachers  recently,  and  which  was  made  the  basis 
for  discussion  in  a  leachers'  meeting: 

Intelligence  and  earnestness,  native  tact  and  power  of  control, 
genial  manners  and  sympathy  with  childhood,  all  these  qualities  are 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  success  of  the  teacher.  Care  should 
bo  taken  to  maintain  and  .strengthen  these  natural  personal  endow- 
ments.   Supplementary  to  them,  special  professional  study  is  neces- 
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sary  to  the  highest  success.  Normal  school  attendance  is  desirable 
as^aiding  in  such  study,  but  every  teacher,  whether  normal  courses 
have  been  taken  or  not,  should  make  it  a  regular  part  of  her  business 
to  study  in  professional  lines.  Some  of  these  lines  are  indicated 
below  : 

1.  The  Children  Themselves.  Our  work  is  ministering  to  the  growth 
of  children.  Knowing  the  children  is  a  fundamental  necessity. 
Attentive,  sympathic  observation  of  individuals  in  the  school,  at  play, 
and  in  their  homes,  yields  many  practical  results,  not  the  least  of 
which  is  preparation  to  understand  and  appreciate  books  on  psy- 
chology. 

2.  The  Subjects  of  the  Course  of  Study.  Each  of  these  may  furnish 
nutriment  for  the  mind  of  the  teacher  as  well  as  that  of  the  pupil. 
Full,  accurate,  and  fresh  knowledge  of  the  subject  taught  is  one  of  the 
greatest  needs  in  instruction,  and  one  of  the  strongest  aids  in  man- 
agement. It  begets  confidence  in  the  teacher  on  the  part  of  pupils, 
and  "  confidence  is  the  sure  basis  of  cheerful  obedience."  The  special 
matter  of  the  text-books  used  by  the  pupils  should  be  so  mastered  by 
the  teacher  that  she  may  be  independent  of  the  book  in  class  exer- 
cises. The  general  plan  of  the  book  should  be  comprehended  and 
usually  followed  in  instruction.  Authors'  prefaces  and  suggestions 
to  teachers  should  be  carefully  considered.  A  growing  knowledge  of 
the  subjects  as  sources  of  educative  material  will  characterize  the 
progressive  teacher. 

3.  Educational  Books.  Pedagogical  experience  and  scientific  study 
have  settled  some  things.  Books  like  Dr.  White's  "  School  Manage- 
ment," and  the  same  author's  "Art  of  Teaching,"  record  established 
conclusions.  By  the  study  of  such  books  the  teacher  may  greatly 
lessen  the  high  cost  of  tuition  in  the  school  of  experience. 

4.  Educational  Periodicals.  They  record  current  thought  and 
practice,  and  many  give  helpful  details  for  immediate  use.  Every 
teacher  should  read  one  or  more. 

5.  History  in  the  Making.  ^Relating  the  school  and  its  work  to  the 
present  life  of  the  world  should  be  a  distinct  aim  of  the  teacher. 
Hence  the  teacher  must  keep  in  touch  with  current  events.  The 
newspaper  must  be  read,  with  judicious  skipping.  Current  maga- 
zines should  be  scanned  for  matter  valuable  professionally. 

Thus  much  as  to  strictly  professional  studies.  But  so  great  a 
factor  in  teaching  is  personality  that  any  reading  or  study  which 
refreshes  the  spirit,  enlarges  the  sympathies,  or  enriches  the  mind 
will  result  in  increased  professional  power. 

Several  questions  designed  to  bring  out  the  facts  regarding 
the  experience  and  professional  study  of  our  teachers  were 
later  answered  by  all  our  force.  From  the  answers  it  appears 
that  length  of  experience  varies  from  live   months   to  forty 
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years;  that  one  half  of  the  teachers  entered  on  their  work  with 
no  professional  preparation  whatever;  that  only  seven  are  nor- 
mal graduates;  and  that  all  the  remainder  had  some  prepara- 
tory training  in  normal  schools,  city  training  classes,  or  col- 
lege courses. 

The  answers  to  questions  in  regard  to  professional  reading 
are  exceedingly  suggestive,  but  it  will  suffice  here  to  say  that 
the  teachers  are  commendably  responsive  to  the  superin- 
tendent's efforts  in  this  matter.  It  is  particularly  encouraging 
to  find  from  the  answers  that  all  agree  with  the  statements  of 
the  circular  quoted  above,  and  that  every  teacher  considers 
herself  as  growing  in  efficiency,  an  estimate  which  the  superin- 
tendent approves. 

The  salaries  of  our  teachers  below  the  high  school  range 
from  $256  to  $432  per  year.  Consequently,  ''resigned  to  accept 
a  better  position,"  is  a  frequent  phrase  in  the  latter  part  of 
this  report.  One  of  the  features  most  discouraging  to  com- 
mittees and  superintendent  is  the  lack  of  the  funds  necessary 
to  retain,  in  many  cases,  our  growing,  ambitious  teachers. 

The  teacher's  work,  with  all  its  pleasant  features,  involves 
large  nervous  expenditure,  and  has  many  perplexities  and 
trials  of  patience.  The  management  of  a  very  few  children  in 
the  home  is  frequently  a  task  which  disturbs  the  serenity  of 
father  and  mother.  And  yet  the  teacher  is  expected,  rightly 
enough,  to  secure  cheerful  obedience,  orderly  conduct,  and  at- 
tention to  business,  on  ihe  part  of  large  groups  of  children. 
In  the  performance  of  the  task  the  teacher  needs  all  the  cheer, 
encouragement,  and  practical  assistance  which  parents  can 
render.  1  have  urged  upon  teachers,  when  beginning  work  in 
a  new  school,  to  endeavor  at  once  to  establish  cordial  relations 
with  tin-  parents  of  the  children,  and  by  no  means  to  let  the 
acquaintance  begin  when  seme  occasion  for  complaint  has 
arisen.  1  would  also  remind  parents  that  the  highest  useful- 
ness of  I  in-  teacher  to  their  children  depends  upon  intimate 
acquaintance  with  them,  and  upon  (he  support  she  has  from 
t  he  home. 

Parents  should  not  wail  until  a  call  a1  the  school  is  made 
necessary  by  some  friction  which  lias  been  discovered,  but 
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should  do  their  part  toward  the  early  formation  of  the  cordial 
relations  previously  mentioned.  The  best  results  are  possible 
in  education  only  when  teacher  and  parent  work  together  in 
the  harmony  born  of  mutual  understanding  and  regard. 

THE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  PROGRAM. 

"Orthography,  reading,  writing,  the  English  language  and 
grammar,  geography,  arithmetic,  drawing,  the  history  of  the 
United  States,  physiology  and  hygiene,  and  good  behavior,*' 
are  the  subjects  required  by  law  to  be  taught  in  the  public- 
schools  of  the  Commonwealth.  Such  other  subjects  as  the 
school  committee  consider  expedient  are  permitted. 

The  proper  distribution  of  the  limited  school  time  among 
the  subjects,  especially  in  our  "multigraded"'  schools,  is  one  of 
the  most  serious  problems  of  school  economy.  Each  teacher 
has  this  year  made  a  special  attempt  to  prepare  a  well- 
balanced  daily  program,  in  which  the  number  of  minutes  to  be 
devoted  to  each  subject,  including  both  study  and  recitation, 
is  definitely  specified.  The  ratio  of  the  time  given  to  each 
subject  per  week  to  the  whole  weekl}-  school  time,  has  been 
calculated  and  reported  to  the  superintendent. 

These  reports  show  that  "the  three  R's,"  and  the  other 
standard  utilities,  are  not  being  neglected,  but  are  receiving 
their  full  share  of  time.  The  "enrichment*'  of  the  element- 
ary course  by  the  introduction  of  new  subjects  and  new 
phases  of  old  subjects  has  certainly  not  gone  to  extremes  in 
our  schools,  however  it  may  be  with  others  which  are  charged 
with  devotion  to  "fads.'" 

Hand-work  in  school,  nature  stud}',  and  the  reading  of  stand- 
ard literature,  liave  passed  the  "fad"  stage,  and  are  now  re- 
garded as  solid  and  valuable  additions  to  the  school  course,  to 
be  correlated  in  sensible  ways  with  each  other  and  with  the 
older  work.  Our  teachers  are  giving  attention  to  these  lines 
with  increasingly  valuable  results. 

In  reading,  we  are  trying  to  extend  tin;  use  of  the  public 
libraries  by  taking  sets  of  books  to  the  schools  at  a  distance, 
and  otherwise  to  develop  a  taste  for  the  good  things  in  point. 
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Our  exhibits  during  the  coming  term  will  show  considerable 
advance  in  the  line  of  hand-work.  In  nature  study,  we  are 
trying  to  shape  our  practice  in  accordance  with  the  ideals  of 
Dr.  C.  F.  Hodge,  of  Clark  University.  Dr.  Hodge  regards  the 
subject  as  "learning  those  things  in  nature  that  are  best  worth 
knowing,  to  the  end  of  doing  those  things  that  make  life  most 
worth  living,"  and  says  that  for  elementary  study  "we  must 
select  those  things  that  stand  in  fundamental  associations 
with  life  and  about  which  the  children  can  find  something 
worth  while  to  do.'1 

This  last  statement  really  expresses  the  growing  ideal 
among  educators  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  matter  to  be 
taught  from  all  the  great  fields  of  knowledge.  It  is  the  ideal 
of  your  superintendent,  an  ideal  imperfectly  realized,  it  is 
true,  that  the  matter  and  the  method  of  all  school  instruction 
should  be  mainly  determined  by  the  consideration  of  what  will 
best  enable  the  pupil  to  live  and  to  enjoy  living,  as  a  worthy 
citizen  of  our  democracy. 

TEACHERS'  MEETINGS. 

In  September,  an  Institute  was  held  at  Jefferson,  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Education.  All  the  teachers 
of  the  district  attended,  together  with  many  others  from 
neighboring  towns.  Hon.  Frank  A.  Hill,  secretary  of  the 
Board;  Messrs.  MacDonald,  Prince  and  Bailey,  agents  of  the 
Board;  Misses  Allen  and  Bragg  of  the  Fitchburg  and  Lowell 
normal  schools,  respectively;  and  Miss  Lovejoy  of  Maiden, 
were  the  speakers.  -  This  meeting  proved  of  much  practical 
help  to  our  teachers. 

Iu  October  occurred  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Worcester 
County  Teachers'  Association.  Nearly  all  our  teachers  at- 
tended, as  usual. 

As  in  former  years,  I  have  planned  to  hold  five  meetings  in 
each  l<>\\  n  during  the  year,  devoting  a  half  day  to  each.  Our 
teachers  being  so  widely  separated,  il  has  been  considered 
wise  to  limit  the  meetings  lo  the  number  mentioned.  The 
plan  of  each  meeting  includes  work  bj  the  teachers  in  prepa- 


15 


ration,  active  participation  in  the  meeting,  and  further  study 
of  the  topics  after  the  meeting.  "The  Teacher  as  a  Student," 
and  "A  Study  of  Interest"  were  the  topics  for  the  last  two 
meetings.  "Waste  in  School  Work"  will  be  considered  at  the 
meetings  in  April.  As  usual,  all  persons  interested  are  in- 
vited to  meet  with  the  teachers. 

PATRONS'  DAY. 

This  day  was  observed  in  all  the  schools  during  the  months 
of  May  and  June,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  outlined  in  my 
last  report.  In  Oakham,  the  main  features  of  the  day  were 
combined  with  the  established  custom  of  "Examination  Day." 
Special  invitations  were  sent  to  every  parent  and  to  many 
others  to  visit  the  school  on  the  afternoon  of  a  particular  day. 
At  the  school,  a  programme  of  exercises  selected  from  the 
usual  day's  work  was  presented.  This  programme  aimed  to 
show  fair  samples  of  the  regular  teaching  and  recitation  in 
the  leading  school  subjects,  and  also  to  show  the  general 
spirit  and  method  of  the  school  management.  A  careful  ob- 
server could  easiky  discover  the  merits  and  defects  of  the 
school.  As  a  further  means  of  promoting  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  the  quality  of  the  work  being  done,  specimens  of 
the  pupils'  drawings,  written  papers,  and  other  handiwork 
were  displayed  in  a  form  planned  for  easy  inspection.  A  part 
of  each  pupil's  work  was  mounted  on  a  large  sheet  of  card- 
board, which  he  was  afterward  allowed  to  take  home.  After 
the  early  closing  of  the  session,  and  the  inspection  of  the  ex- 
hibit, the  visitors  were  invited  to  participate  in  an  informal 
conference  on  matters  of  common  interest  to  patrons  and 
teachers. 

The  teachers'  monthly  report  includes  a  mention  of  the 
number  of  visits  received  during  the  month.  The  reports  for 
October,  1902,  a  favorable  month  for  comparison,  show  a  total 
of  171  visits.  But  for  the  month  which  included  rations'  Day 
the  total  was  S25.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  attempt 
to  bring  together  the  schools  and  their  patrons  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mutual  acquaintance  was  fairly  successful.  The  at- 
tempt will  bo  repeated  during   the  coining  term,  and   il  is 
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hoped  that  a  much  larger  attendance  may  be  secured.  We  ex- 
pect to  show  that  decided  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
year.  Patrons  are  reminded,  however,  that  the  schools  are 
theirs  all  the  year  round,  and  that  visitors  are  gladly  wel- 
comed at  any  hour  of  every  day. 

THE  TOWNS  IN  PARTICULAR. 

HOLDEX. 

Teachers. — The  principal  at  Jefferson,  the  assistant  in  the 
high  school,  and  the  teachers  at  Dawson,  Springdale,  and 
Xorth  Woods  resigned  during  the  year,  all  but  the  latter  to 
accept  better  educational  positions. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  Unionville  district  having 
increased  and  their  location  making  transportation  impracti- 
cable, the  school  there  was  reopened  in  April.  The  teacher 
secured  resigned  in  October  to  accept  a  better  position.  All 
the  new  teachers  are  proving  efficient. 

It  is  intended  to  change  the  time  for  the  annual  election  of 
teachers  from  the  March  meeting  of  the  committee  to  the 
meeting  held  the  first  Monday  in  June,  and  hereafter  to  elect 
for  the  natural  school  year  beginning  in  September  and  end- 
ing in  June.  In  order  to  make  the  change,  the  elections  in 
March  this  year  will  be  for  the  spring  term  only. 

Repairs. — The  five  rooms  in  the  Jefferson  building  were 
much  improved  by  kalsomining  the  walls  in  a  proper  tint,  and 
by  redressing  the  woodwork.  The  halls  should  receive  a  sim- 
ilar treatment  during  the  coming  year.  The  outside  of  the 
building  is  in  need  of  paint,  and  some  leaks  in  the  roof  de- 
mand attention. 

The  wornout  furnace  at  Quinapoxet  was  replaced  by  a  new 
one,  which  has  done  ils  work  satisfactorily  during  the  win- 
ter. The  Quinapoxet  building  was  also  improved  with  new 
paint  and  paper. 

The  interior  of  the  building  at  I  nionville  was  renovated  in 
preparation  for  the  reopening  of  the  school.  The  roof  of  this 
building  will  need  new  shingles  during  the  coming  year. 
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The  Ninth  Grade. — In  September,  1901,  all  the  ninth-grade 
pupils  of  the  town,  twenty-two  in  number,  were  placed  in  the 
high  school  building  to  be  instructed  by  the  high  school  teach- 
ers. The  fact  that  the  high  school  comprised  but  two  regular 
classes  for  that  year  made  this  plan  entirely  feasible.  It  was 
designed  in  this  way  to  secure  a  better  preparation  on  the 
part  of  pupils  for  the  regular  high  school  work,  and  thus 
eventually  to  raise  the  standard  of  work  done  in  the  high 
school.  The  class  pursued  the  work  of  the  year  with  interest 
and  good  results,  and  every  member  returned  in  September, 
1902,  all  but  two  to  enter  the  high  school,  and  these  to  repeat 
the  ninth-grade  work.  Another  ninth  grade,  comprising  eight- 
een pupils,  was  gathered  last  September  and  is  now  pursu- 
ing its  work  with  the  three  regular  high  school  classes.  The 
subjects  pursued  are  arithmetic,  grammar  and  composition, 
history,  elementary  physics,  and  drawing.  The  success  of  the 
present  plan  for  the  instruction  of  ithis  grade  would  seem 
to  justify  making  it  permanent. 

High  School. — In  accordance  with  the  plan  approved  Inst 
year,  a  choice  between  a  course  of  study  including  Latin,  and 
a  course  without  that  subject,  was  offered  the  entering  class 
in  September.    All  chose  the  Latin  course. 

The  new  course,  approved  by  the  Committee  in  September, 
requires  each  pupil  to  take  four  subjects  instead  of  three,  as 
heretofore,  besides  drawing  one  day  in  the  week.  Thirty 
minutes  are  added  to  the  former  school  day. 

The  small  high  school  has  unavoidable  limitations.  As 
Secretary  Hill  remarks,  "Its  work  must  be  reduced  to  the 
simplest  and  most  manageable  forms."  Even  then,  the  work 
of  the  teachers  is  very  difficult,  and  more  than  ordinary  zeal, 
industry,  and  teaching  power  is  required  to  secure  results 
that  compare  favorably  with  those  of  the  larger  schools.  The 
people  of  this  community  know  the  sterling  qualities  of  the 
principal  who  has  served  them  so  efficiently  for  nearly  twenty- 
three  years  The  scholarship  and  character  of  his  assistant, 
a  resident  of  the  town,  are  also  familiar  to  all.  Both  are  deep- 
ly devoted  to  their  work,  and  are  in  perfect  accord  with  the 
committee  and  superintendent  in  the  effort  to  make  a  course 
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of  study  at  the  Holden  High  School  as  broad  and  thorough 
as  the  conditions  will  permit. 

There  was  no  graduating  class  last  year.  In  the  place  of 
the  usual  graduation  exercises,  a  lecture  was  given  by  Rev. 
George  L.  Perrin,  D.D.,  of  Boston.  There  are  nine  pupils  who 
expect  to  receive  diplomas  in  June  next.  A  graduating  class 
is  expected  in  1904,  but  not  in  1905,  as  no  class  entered  in 
1901.  In  1906,  the  four  regular  high  school  classes  will  all 
be  represented,  and  in  that  year  the  instruction  of  these  class- 
es and  that  of  the  ninth  grade  will  make  necessary  the  em- 
ployment of  a  third  teacher. 

Miss  Mabel  E.  Dickinson  of  Worcester  continues  her  work 
as  teacher  of  drawing,  spending  one  day  each  week  at  the 
school.  By  special  arrangement  with  the  principal,  Mrs.  L. 
L.  Holden  of  Worcester  has  given  instruction  in  singing  for 
a  few  weeks  in  the  winter  term,  and  under  her  direction  a 
very  creditable  public  concert  was  given  on  the  evening  of 
Feb.  27.  ,   ;   .   "   j  [±\ 

Attendance. — The  South  school  retains  the  best  record  of 
attendance  in  the  town,  though  this  year  it  takes  second 
place  in  the  district.  The  attendance  at  Jefferson  and  Quin- 
apoxet  was  decreased  materially  in  the  winter  term  by  the 
prevalence  of  measles.  The  opening  of  the  schools  at  the 
Centre  for  that  term  was  delayed  two  weeks  for  the  same 
cause,  and  the  time  will  be  made  up  in  March. 

One  of  the  truant  officers  reports  no  calls  from  teachers  for 
his  services,  though  he  has  sent  to  school  several  children 
found  on  the  street.  The  other  officer  has  made  eight  visits 
at  the  request  of  teachers.  The  superintendent  has  made 
several  calls  on  delinquent  parents,  when  such  calls  could  be 
made  conveniently. 

A  Ijook  Ahead. — I  have  taken  occasion  in  a  public  address 
(d  suggest  what  I  consider  an  altogether  probable  develop- 
ment of  I  lie  ful  ii re.  Let  me  here  put  on  record  the  sugges- 
tion. It  is  the  provision  al  the  Centre  of  a  new  school  build- 
ing, in  a  good  location,  of  suitable  size,  and  of  a  style  not 
contrasting  loo  much  with  the  beautiful  Damon  Memorial. 
'I'ii  this  building,  when  the  people  provide  it,  will  lie  carried 
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in  comfortable  conveyances  the  children  of  the  three  small 
schools  nearest  the  Centre.  All  will  then  enjoy  the  benefits 
of  a  graded  school  in  the  most  attractive  surroundings,  The 
development  of  the  town  which  is  expected  to  follow  the 
advent  of  the  electric  railway  may  lead  to  an  early  realization 
of  what  is  now  only  a  pleasant  vision. 

OAKHAM. 

Teachers. — Miss  Lena  R.  Edmands  resigned  her  position  at 
Coldbrook  in  June  to  return  to  college.  Miss  Blanche  Pack- 
ard, who  had  taught  the  South  school  during  the  spring  term, 
was  appointed  in  her  place.  Mrs.  Minnie  G.  Woodis  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  South  school,  where  she  had  formerly  done 
good  service  for  several  years.    No  other  changes  occurred. 

In  December,  Mrs.  Woodis,  Miss  Russell,  and  Miss  Packard 
were  "specially  examined,"  as  the  required  preliminary  to  an 
application  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  an  increase  of  sal- 
ary, under  the  "exceptional  ability''  law.  After  an  inspection 
of  their  schools  by  Mr.  J.  W.  MacDonald,  agent  of  the  Board, 
the  application  was  approved.  Two  dollars  per  week  was 
then  added  to  the  salaries  of  each  of  the  three  teachers,  and 
the  amount  will  be  refunded  by  the  State.  A  similar  applica- 
tion in  the  case  of  Miss  Mellen  was  approved  last  year.  The 
town  is  thus  receiving  from  the  State  eight  dollars  per  week 
to  apply  on  teachers'  salaries,  besides  the  fifty  dollars  per  year 
received  for  the  same  purpose  under  the  superintendency  law. 
Both  of  these  sums  are  in  addition  to  its  share  of  the  State 
school  fund  under  the  general  law. 

The  School  Year. — The  generous  State  aid  which  the  town 
receives,  it  seems  to  me,  should  render  practicable  an  addition 
of  two  weeks  to  the  school  year,  which  is  now  as  short  as  the 
law  allows.  The  average  length  of  the  school  year  in  the 
State  generally  is  nine  months  and  six  days,  or  one  month  and 
six  days  more  than  the  legal  requirement. 

Apparatus. — The  set  of  maps  for  the  Centre  Grammar  room, 
recommended  last  year,  has  been  purchased,  and  the  globes 
for  other  rooms,  also  recommended,  are  provided  for. 
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Repairs. — The  interior  of  the  "West  Brick"  is  getting  very 
dingy  and  dilapidated,  and  should  be  thoroughly  renovated. 
Mending,  paint  and  kalsomine  will  make  this  ancient  building 
renew  its  youth. 

Examination  Day. — The  closing  day  of  every  term  has  drawn 
a  goodly  number  of  parents  and  friends  to  the  school,  as  usual. 
We  wish  the  number  of  visitors  on  that  day  might  be  in- 
creased, and  also  that  frequent  visits  during  the  term  might 
be  made.  At  the  close  of  the  spring  term  a  special  effort  is 
made  to  show  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  school  activities 
by  means  of  an  exhibit  of  the  pupils'  handiwork.  The  exhibit 
in  the  various  schools  last  June  was  highly  creditable, 
especially  the  one  at  the  Centre.  It  is  hoped  that  much  im- 
provement will  be  shown  by  the  exhibit  next  June,  and  that 
many  more  parents  and  friends  will  inspect  it. 

Attendance. — The  per  cent,  of  attendance  in  the  town  for  the 
year  surpasses  that  of  any  other  town  in  the  district,  as  has 
been  the  case  since  the  district  was  formed.  The  primary 
school  at  the  Centre  this  year  steps  above  the  South  school 
in  Holden  to  the  first  place  in  the  district,  with  a  per  cent, 
of  95.6.  All  the  schools  of  Oakham  stand  at  DO  per  cent,  or 
above.   The  truant  officer  has  a  sinecure  in  Oakham. 

PAXTON. 

Teachers. — The  vacancy  in  the  principalship  caused  by  the 
retirement  in  June  of  Miss  Rachel  U.  Cornwell  was  filled  by 
the  election  of  Miss  Jennie  R.  Burnham,  who  had  taught  with 
marked  success  in  an  adjoining  town.  The  wisdom  of  the 
committee  in  offering  the  increased  salary  required  to  secure 
Miss  Burnham  has  been  amply  justified.  Misses  Baker  and 
Converse  continue  their  efficient  service.  Their  salary  is 
made  ten  dollars  per  week  by  the  aid  of  the  State  grant,  under 
the  "exceptional  ability"  law,  designed  lo  aid  small  towns  in 
securing  and  retaining  good  teachers. 

Text  Books. — The  new  series  of  Frye's  geographies,  and  the 
"Mother  Tongue''  series  of  language  books  have  been  adopted 
by  the  committee.  These  books,  together  with  the  Werner 
arithmetics,  previously  introduced,  are  proving  satisfactory. 
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Repairs. — The  new  cement  floor  for  the  basement,  laid  dur- 
ing the  summer,  is  much  appreciated  by  teachers  and  pupils. 
Last  year  I  mentioned  two  other  very  desirable  improvements, 
both  of  them,  like  the  basement  floor,  usually  included  in  the 
contract  for  a  finished  building.  They  are  the  tinting  of  the 
walls  and  the  provision  of  good  blackboards.  The  latter  is 
the  more  pressing  need.  The  present  boards  consist  of  a 
covering  of  liquid  slating  on  very  rough  plaster.  An  inspec- 
tion of  them  will  show  how  defective  they  are.  I  recommend 
placing  on  the  walls  a  good  quality  of  real  slate,  three  and 
one-half  feet  wide.  From  a  measurement  of  the  surface  and 
from  prices  obtained  from  responsible  dealers,  I  estimate  the 
expense  at  about  $120.  Such  blackboards  are  practically  in- 
destructible and  are  generally  regarded  as  the  cheapest  in  the 
end. 

Attendance. — It  is  gratifying  to  report  increased  regularity 
of  attendance.  For  the  first  year  of  my  supervision  the  per 
cent,  of  attendance  was  82.3;  for  the  second,  S6.6,  and  for  this, 
the  third,  88.7.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  highest 
per  cent,  yet  reached  means  a  loss  of  more  than  one-ninth  of 
the  school  expenditure.  On  the  average  through  the  year 
the  town  has  failed  to  receive  a'return  for  the  expense  of  one 
day  in  nine,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  pupils.  Much  of  this 
loss  is  due  to  the  indifference  of  a  few  parents,  and  to  the  un- 
satisfactory service  of  one,  at  least,  of  those  engaged  to  trans- 
port children.  It  is  hoped  that  losses  from  these  causes  may 
be  entirely  obviated  during  the  coming  year. 

RUTLAND. 

Teachers.  —  Mr.  Frank  P.  Ayer,  principal  of  the 
High  School;  Miss  Jennie  K,  Burnhani,  of  the  Centre 
Grammar  School;  Miss  Jennie  Gilbert,  of  the  Centre 
Intermediate;  and  Miss  Grace  Damon,  of  North  Rutland,  re- 
signed in  June.  In  November,  Miss  Edith  I.  Brown,  assist- 
ant in  the  High  school,  also  resigned.  Miss  Gilbert  re- 
signed to  enter  a  normal  school,  and  all  the  others  to  accept 
better  positions.  The  names  of  the  new  teachers  will  be 
found  in  the  table  of  statistics.    All  but  Miss  Newconib  were 


without  experience.  Mr.  Ellis  is  a  college  graduate,  and  has 
spent  a  year  in  post-graduate  study  at  Clark  University,  and 
has  also  done  other  graduate  work.  Miss  Gleason  holds  a 
diploma  from  Mt.  Holyoke,  and  Miss  Claflin  one  from  Smith- 
All  of  the  new  teachers  are  growing  in  efficiency  through 
experience  and  study. 

The  High  School. — A  choice  between  the  two  courses  of 
study  printed  in  the  report  of  last  year  was  offered  the  stu- 
dents in  September,  and  all  chose  the  course  with  Latin. 
Three  pupils  were  allowed  to  change  to  the  English  course 
later.  The  high  school  now  includes  only  the  first  and  sec- 
ond year  classes,  thirteen  pupils  in  all.  The  eighth  grade,  the 
preparatory  class,  now  numbering  sixteen,  is  also  taught  by 
the  high  school  teachers,  as  last  year. 

Ethel  Blanche  Thurston.  Bessie  Howe  Bartlett,  Ethel  Maria 
Heald,  and  Henry  Hall  King  were  graduated  June  19.  1902. 
All  are  now  pursuing  advanced  studies  in  other  schools. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  the  class  was  called  to  mourn  the 
sad  death  of  one  of  its  members.  Miss  Xola  Dudley,  a  young 
lady  of  fine  character  and  ability. 

The  State  requires  of  the  high  school  that  it  •  shall  be  kept 
open  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  or  town 
for  at  least  forty  weeks,  exclusive  of  vacations,  in  each  year," 
and  the  law  provides  that  the  town's  share  of  the  income  of 
the  school  fund  shall  be  withheld,  in  case  the  town  has  not 
maintained  its  high  school  for  at  least  thirty-six  weeks.  Kut- 
land  will  now  observe  the  law  in  this  matter  to  a  degree  suffi- 
cient to  escape  the  penalty,  aud  will  maintain  its  high  school 
fur  thirty-six  weeks.  The  eighth  grade  is  this  year  offered  the 
same  length  of  schooling. 

The  law  uf  Massachusetts  farther  requires  that  every  town 
with  more  than  five  hundred  families  shall  maintain  a  high 
school,  and  that  every  oilier  town  shall  either  maintain  a 
high  school  of  its  own  or  pay  for  the  tuition  of  its  properly 
qualified  children  in  the  high  school  of  another  town  or  city. 
The  Legislature  of  l'JO-  made  two  changes  in  the  high-school 
law  which  arc  of  importance  to  the  town  of  Rutland.  One  of 
these  raised  the  limit  of  valuation  under  which  a  town  is 
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eligible  to  State  reimbursement  for  tuition  expenditures  in 
outside  high  schools  from  §500,000  to  §750,000.  Having  less 
than  five  hundred  families,  Kutland  is  not  required  to  main- 
tain a  high  school,  and,  its  valuation  being  §669,332,  it  may 
now,  if  it  choose,  send  its  high-school  pupils  to  another  town 
and  be  reimbursed  for  tuition  expenditures.  The  other  amend- 
ment provides  that  towns  of  less  than  five  hundred  families 
maintaining  a  high  school  with  two  or  more  teachers  each, 
are  entitled  to  a  grant  from  the  State  of  §300  annually,  pro- 
vided their  high-school  conditions  are  approved  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education.  The  sum  mentioned  is  payable  after  the 
close  of  the  school  year,  the  first  payment  being  due  after 
Sept.  1,  1903.  Should  the  Rutland  High  School  be  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Education,  the  town  would  receive  this  new 
and  welcome  grant  from  the  State.  At  the  request  of  the 
committee  and  superintendent,  the  agent  of  the  Board,  Mr. 
J.  W.  MacDonald,  has  inspected  the  school,  with  a  view  to 
determining  whether  the  conditions  justify  its  approval.  At 
this  writing  the  final  decision  of  the  Board  has  not  been  re- 
ceived. 

Attendance. — A  reference  to  the  "'Summary  of  Attendance"' 
shows  that  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  has  fallen  off  from  that 
of  last  year,  and  that  this  town  now  ranks  the  lowest  in  the 
district  in  this  matter.  The  "Statistical  Tables''  show  in  which 
schools  the  greatest  losses  have  occurred.  It  will  be  seen 
that  West  Rutland  has  done  its  part  toward  making  a  good 
record  for  the  town.  Parents  are  earnestly  asked  to  unite 
with  the  teachers  in  a  strong  effort  to  greatly  increase  the 
regularity  of  attendance  during  the  coming  year. 

Repairs  and  Apparatus. — The  interior  of  the  building  at 
West  Rutland  was  renovated  in  an  inexpensive  way  during 
the  summer.  The  growth  of  this  school  will  probably  make 
a  larger  room  necessary  in  the  near  future. 

A  beginning  has  been  made  toward  equipping  the  schools 
with  needed  apparatus  by  the  purchase  of  several  globes  and 
maps,  and  of  a  small  encyclopedia  for  the  high  school.  It 
is  hoped  the  Committee  may  have  funds  sufficient  to  continue 
such  equipment  during  the  coming  year. 
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The  School  Year.— Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
addition  of  four  weeks  to  the  high-school  year,  in  order  to 
comply  with  the  law.  The  year  for  the  other  schools  remains 
at  thirty-two  weeks,  the  lowest  legal  limit.  Let  me  call  at- 
tention again  to  the  words  of  Secretary  Hill: 

If  towns  plan  for  precisely  thirty -two  weeks'  schooling,  they  ex- 
pose themselves  to  a  pretty  strong  likelihood  of  running  short  of  that 
length.  Would  it  not  be  wise, for  them  to  add  a  margin  of  a  week  or 
two  for  contingencies  ?  A  generous  margin  thus  added  would  still 
leave  them  several  weeks  behind  the  State  average. 

I  trust  that  the  voters  may  grant  the  Committee  sufficient 
funds  to  enable  them  to  continue  the  schools  for  at  least  thirty- 
four.  weeks. 


Again  let  me  record  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the  con- 
tinued confidence  and  support  of  the  several  committees. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  J.  JONES, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Holden,  Mass.,  March  7,  1903. 
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scikii  ii.   SUPERINTENDENT  : 

HERBERT  .1.  JONES. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  SELECTMEN". 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  for  the  financial 
year  ending  March  1,  1904  : 

PAID   TOWN  OFFICERS. 

TOWN  CLERK. 

Paid  town  clerk,  services,  $24  10 
Copying  records,  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  from  settlement  of  the  town 

to  1850,  62  50 

Express,  4  35 

Postage,  1  50 

  892  45 


THEASl  REK. 

Paid  treasurer  for  services.  S25  00 

CO ELECTOR. 

Paid  collector  for  services,  875  00 

Collector's  book,  1  25 

Collector's  cash  book,  1  75 

Printing,  8  25 

Postage,  7  00 

Discount  on  taxes,  173  1!' 

  8261  44 
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SELECTMEN. 

Paid  F.  S.  Conant, 
H.  B.  Parker, 
C.  P.  Hill, 

Postage  and  telephone, 


825 
25 
25 


00 
00 
00 
63 


ASSESSORS. 


Paid  S.  H.  Bullard, 
Frank  Xye, 
William  Gaffney, 


826 
25 
22 


50 


OVERSEEltS    OF  POOR. 

Paid  for  support  of  paupers, 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools, 

SUPERINTENDENT    OF  STREETS. 

81306 


Paid  for  repairing  highways, 
Opening  roads,  1903, 
Opening  roads,  1004. 


-10 
286 


71 

03 
86 


BALLOT    CLERKS    AND  TELLERS. 

Paid  H.  8.  Harwood, 


W.  A.  Bushnell, 
T.  C.  Gaffney,. 
A.  C.  Morse, 
H.  W.  Stone, 
W.  C.  Bliss, 
Frank  Nve, 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


INSPECTOR    01?  CATTLE. 


882  63 


874  07 


8497  73 


82595  31 


81633  60 


Paid  S.  H.  Bullard, 


814  00 


821  00 


7 


LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 

Paid  for  support  of  town  library, 

AUDITOR. 

Paid  John  P.  Day, 

REGISTRARS    OF  VOTERS. 

Paid  F.  S.  Conant,  SB  00 

H.  B.  Parker,  8  00 

C.  P.  Hill,  8  00 

Jesse  Allen,   ■  8  00 


STATE  AID. 

Paid  M.J.  Keuner,  $60  00 

S.  Amanda  Reed,  48  00 

Horace  M.  Green,  36  00 

John  E.  Stone,  48  00 

Eliza  Caldwell,  48  00 

Sophronia  A.  Parker,  44  00 


SEXTON. 

Paid  J.  P.  Fairbanks, 

SHADE  TREES. 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  tree  warden, 


SOLDIERS  RELIEF. 

Paid  Edward  S.  Crowd, 

STREET  LAMPS. 

Paid  C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  supplies,  89  93 

James  C.  Bemis,  care,  21  00 

Roger  Conant,  care,  28  53 

F.  S.  Conant,  supplies,  17  97- 


$50  00 
$18  00 

832  00 

8284  00 
§60  00 

S77  43 
831  00 
85  00 


8 


BOND    KOB    TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Paid  Winslow  &  Co.,  for  treasurer,  SI 5  00 

Winslow  &  Co.,  for  collector,  10  00 


FOREST    FIRE  WARDEN. 

Paid  W.  A.  Woodis,  warden,  81  22 

G.  N.  Briggs,  3  05 
W.  M.  Robinson,  87 
W.  A.  Burt,  1  40 
John  Saunders  &  Sons,  2  10 

H.  B.  Loring,  45 
Eugene  Saunders,  ,  70 
E.  S.  Crawford,  52 
Samuel  Sherman,  1  22 
John  Stone.  1  83 
George  Dovins,  70 
D.  Hollowell  and  sons,  1  40 
Joe  GilHino  and  brothers,  2  45 
A.  H.  Diaper,  1  22 
Dona  Baulieu,  1  57 
Miss  S.  Fairbanks,  2  00 
John  Flaherty,  '  70 
Carl  Brooks.  88 
Boston  &  Maine  R.  R.,  8  25 
Frank  Burt,  1  06 
A.  C.  Morse,  70 
W.  H.  Bnllard.  1  23 
Frank  Nye.  75 


Refunded  by  Boston  &  Maine  K.  R.,  S  25 


$25  00 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Paid  Frank  J.  Reddican,  printing. 

S3 

25 

Memorial  hall,  shingling  and  general 

repairs. 

126 

'.19 

Mrs.  L.  P.  Bushnell.  fuel  for  hall, 

19 

13 

F.  E.  Davis,  care  of  hall, 

10 

00 

Dr.AV.  E.  Chamberlain,  hoard  of  health. 

2 

00 

Dr.  W."  E.  Chamberlain,  reporting  birth. 

25 

Selectmen,  perambulating  town  lines, 

6 

00 

Dr.  W.  S.  Bates,  medical  attendance  for 

Almira  Woodis, 

15 

00 

H.  K.  Barnes,  for  12  fire  extinguishers, 

173 

15 

F.  S.  Conaut,  traveling  expenses, 

18 

50 

H.  B.  Parker,  traveling  expenses, 

3 

50 

American  Express, 

75 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  street  lamps  for 

Coldbrook  Springs, 

6 

08 

Appropriation  for  Deven's  monument. 

25 

00 

W.  A.  Bushnell,  for  ballot  clerk,  1902, 

2 

00 

F.  E.  Crawford,  sheriff.  Dean  &  Hap- 

good  case, 

7 

90 

F.  E.  Crawford,  sheriff, 

.  7 

70 

Daniel  H.  Rice,  sheriff, 

'5 

40 

Mrs.  Jennie  C.  Spoouer,  printing  town 

reports, 

24 

75 

F.  E.  Davis,  ringing  bell. 

35 

00 

  S492  35 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  S.  C0NANT,  \  Selectmen 
HARRY  B.  PARKKR,  \  of 
CARLOS  P.  HILL,      )  Oakham. 


List  of  Jurors  as  Revised  by  the  Selectmen. 


Geo.  W.  Stone,       Frank  Nye,       Wm.  S.  Crawford, 
Edmund  Cody,  Alfred  C.  Morse,  Henry  Bartlett, 

W.  W.  Russell,    C.  H." Parker,    Watson  A.  Bustinell, 
William  II.  Parknian. 


10 


Treasurers  Report. 


Dr. 


82029 


To  cash  balance,  , 

Butcher'*  license,  D.  R.  Dean,  ^ 

Ashes,                            .  ,  i  c,0 

Hicrh  school  tuition  refunded,  ^ 

Lyman  school  tuition,    .  m 
City  of  Boston  tuition, 

State  board  of  charity  tmlion,  £ 

State,  for  school  superintendent,  2o0 

Dog  fund,  472 
State  school  fund, 

School  supply >  sold,  2 
Auctioneer  s  license,  u.r 

Boston  &  Mf        *  ^tor  of  animals,  10 

State  returns  foi  inBpecw  4<) 

Rental  for  Memorial  hall,  . 

Rental  for  piano,  G(. 

National  Bank  tax.  - 

Corporation  tijxv  288 

State  aid  refunded,  22 
Interest  on  bank  deposit* 
Salary  public  school  teachei  s  f i  om  state,  i  ^ 

500 


62 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
04 
89 
4CJ 
00 
00 
25 
50 
50 
75 
98 
60 
00 
80 
00 
51 
00 


$6408  37 

iro-2  or, 


Cash 'from  collector, 

Special  Massachusetts  school  fund,  .  _J   ^.^  4;, 

Cr. 

By  paying  Selectmen's  orders. 

Cash  on  hand.  -0()  {)() 
Special  Massachusetts  school  fund,   

Geo.  H.  Gould,  cemetery  trust  fund, 
Daniel  II.  Den n,  cemetery  U-ii.tfund, 
Caroline  M.  Mnynarrt,  cemetcij  tiaat 
•  Clark,  legacy, 
Uaynard,  legacy,  for  library, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

K.  S.  CON  AN 


fund, 


Benjamin  I* 
Caroline  M. 


;510  43 
5100  00 
100  00 
150  00 
368  70 
50  00 


T 


✓ 


COLLECTOR'S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

'taxes  committed  for  collection  in  1903  : 

State  tax,  8275  00 

County  tax,  379  00 

Town  tax,  3G96  54 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1900,  50  00 

1901,  300  00 

"              "       1902,  1050  00 

Interest  on  taxes,  77  97 


Respectfully  submitted, 


-85828 


Cr. 

Paid  state  tax,  8275  00 

County  tax,  379  00 

Treasurer's  receipts,  4074  51 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1902,  300  00 

"              "       1903,  800  00 


WM.  S.  CRAWFORD, 

Collector, 


REPORT    OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 


OPENING  ROADS — 1903. 

Paid  Joseph  Gilboy,  s2  98 

Mason  Dean,  1  23 

G.  W.  Stone,  92 

H.  W.  Stone,  2  80 
J.  E.  Stone,  J;  48 
W.  H.  Parkman,  7  02 
D.  Hallowell,  2  10 
H.  W.  Bartlett,  2  62 
John  Gilboy,  3  94 
A.  H.  Draper,  1  23 
S.  H.  Ballard,  5  03 
H.  D.  Billiard,  ■  -  92 
O.  Gilboy,  1  j58 

.    P.  Cummings,                         '  1  ~° 

H.  Loring,  70 

G.  Edsou,  2  -8 


OPENING  ROADS— 1904. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

T.  C.  Gaffney,  37  49 

A.  B.  Spooner,  2  28 

L.  P.  Green,  1  7,) 

W.  B.  Green,  1  Oo 

W.  H.  Boyd,  2  *2S 


$40 
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Joseph  Gilboy, 

87 

44 

W.  H.  Ballard, 

15 

84 

J.  P.  Gaffney, 

14 

.10 

S.  H.  Bullard, 

8 

88 

Frank  Nye, 

1") 

2"> 

A.'  H.  Draper, 

6 

50 

1T7M      "\T7    ■  4- 

VVrn.  Wngnt, 

i 

M.  M.  Batterfield, 

1  5 

60 

Paul  Needham, 

2 

28 

J.  E.  Rawson, 

3 

42 

Bert  Reed, 

1 

05 

James  bcott, 

25 

07 

James  Gilboy, 

7 

70 

John  Gilboy, 

1  2 

oo 
03 

Martin  Wnite, 

4 

OO 

TT     "\TT     T   '  1 

H.  \Y.  Lincoln, 

13 

37 

Ira  W.  Stone, 

5 

60 

J.  S.  Thresher, 

5 

60 

C.  R,  Knight, 

1 

75 

D.  Shea, 

5 

6(> 

J.  H.  Keep, 

25 

24 

Wm.  Gaffney, 

12 

32 

H.  A.  Crawford, 

i:> 

65 

S.  H.  Haskell, 

14 

1'.) 

REPAIRING 

HIGHWAY — 1903. 

I  W.  A.  Nye, 

$501 

S:5 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

114 

40 

H.  A.  Crawford, 

1(18 

00 

E.  Green, 

12."» 

48 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

:il 

51 

D.  Shea, 

08 

25 

J.  Woodis, 

124 

80 

$286 


14 


D.  R.  Dean, 

§43 

20 

F.  E.  Loring, 

3 

00 

W.  B.  Green, 

IS 

38 

N.  J.  Green, 

22 

r>8 

J.  Scott, 

20 

12 

J.  Gaftnev, 

5 

21 

B.  P.  Woodis, 

39 

01 

H.  Bartlett, 

14 

19 

P.  White, 

4 

03 

Parker  Lumber  Co., 

22 

16 

B.  Reed, 

9 

11 

F.  S.  Hunt, 

22 

25 

W.  R.  Dean, 

■> 

20 

M.  White, 

3 

uo 

A.  B.  Black, 

4 

00 

 §1300  71 

The  guide  posts  and  boards  are  erected  and  maintained 
as  required  by  law,  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Resjx'ctfully  submitted, 


W.  A.  NYE, 

Street  Superintendent. 


.RE  POUT    OP  THE 


Overseers  of  the  Poor, 

To  February  1,  1904. 


Paid  Wm.  Mendel],  for  aid  furnished  Almira  Woodis,    S52  00 


Dr.  \VT.  S.  Bates,  medical  aid  for  Alrnira  Woodis, 

10 

00 

Lila  Hillier,  for  aid  furnished  Almira  Woodis, 

10 

00 

Edwin  Havens,  aid  furnished  Lydia  Chamber- 

lain, 

68 

00 

Poor  Farm  Association,  for  Charles  Winslow 

and  Benjamin  Nourse, 

189 

02 

Worcester  Insane  Hospita1,  for  Benj.  Nourse, 

68 

71 

City  of  Worcester,  for  Grace  Thresher. 

6 

i  0 

Same,  for  George  Bro, 

32 

00 

Wm.  S.  Crawford,  for  29  tramps, 

7 

25 

Same,  general  service, 

6 

00 

Jesse  Allen,  1 2  trips  to  Holden, 

30 

00 

Same,  one  trip  to  Wo)  caster, 

3 

o0 

Same,  general  service, 

9 

00 

Wm.  S.  Spear,                                         So  00 

Telephoning  and  postage,                           1  25 

$497 

73 

Jan.  1,  1904,  the  support  of  all  insane  paupers  was 
assumed  by  the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN,  )  Oveneers 

WM.  S.   SPEAR,  [■  of 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  )  the  Poor. 


Holden  Poor  Farm  Association. 


Fourteenth  annual  report  of  the  Holden  Poor  Farm  Associa- 
tion, for  the  year  ending  January  81,  1904, 

INMATES  HAVE  RECEIVED  SUPPORT  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Hol-DKN. 

Xamk.  Age.  Contini  ks.  No.  Days. 

Lizzie  Kenney,  47  years.  3,10 
Thomas  O'Keefe,  73  years.  Died  Feb.  14.  14 
Charles  Prue,  si  years.  Died  Jan.  30.  864" 
Jane  Prue.  82  years.    Committed  to  Lunatic  Hospital 

Dec.i;..   '  :il'S 
Winifred  Durdeen,  53  years.    Committed  to  Lunatic- 
Hospital  Dec.  15. 
Earl  Holden,  new-born  waif,  taken  by  State  Board  of 
Charitv  when  one  week  old, 

1379 


lis 


HUHBA  HUSTON. 

David  Rice.  85  years.  Continues. 
John  Nealand,  *2  years. 

Amos  F.  Clark,  74  years.     Admitted  Nov.  23. 
Henrv  Clark,  20  years.     Committed  to   Lunatic  Hos- 
pital Nov.  14. 

Shirley  Libby,  81  years.  Died  Aug.  30.  211 
Andrew  .May,  56  years.    Discharged  Apr.  30. 


36o 
3<>.r> 
(ill 

287 


S'l 


188G 
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Oakham. 

Charles  Winslow,  46  years.  Continues. 
Benjamin  Nourse,  75  years.    Committed  to  Lunatic 
Hospital  July  25. 

Paxton. 

Jacob  Karle,  (59  years.  Continues. 
Lavina  H.  Pierce,  59  years.  Continues. 
Carrie  Snow,  50  years.    Committed  to  Lunatic  Hos- 
pital Dec.  15. 

Princeton. 

Henry  Brown,  57  years.  Continues. 
Martin  Kelty,  38  years.    Admitted  July  2. 
John  Black,  53  years.    Discharged  March  26. 

Rutland. 
Rosa  Roen,  67  years  Continues. 
John  Kelly,  44  years.    Away  62  days. 
James  Watworth,  48  years.    Admitted  Dec.  20. 
Preston  Warren,  81  years.     Left  Feb.  5.  Returned 
Nov.  21.    Left  Jan.  23. 

Westmixstbk. 
Adeline  Eager,  63  years.  Continues. 
Sarah  Blake,  64  years. 
Jeremiah  Lucius,  79  years.  " 
Laura  Freeman,  66  years.  " 
Ephraim  Lufkin,  77  years.    Admitted  Apr.  2. 
Alfred  Matten,  81  years.    Admitted  Oct.  20.  Died 
Dec.  6. 


Total  board  furnished  7574  days — 1082  weeks. 
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William  McCutcheon  of  Holden  boarded  at  the  institution 
from  Aug.  7  until  his  death,  Oct.  12,  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Mullett 
of  Oakham  from  May  23  until  Aug.  5.  Total  number  of  in- 
mates 30,  of  whom  four  have  died,  five  have  been  committed  to 
Lunatic  Hospital,  three  discharged,  an  infant  taken  by  the  State 
Board  of  Charity,  and  17  remain.  The  weekly  average  has 
been  20  and  21-2(3. 


From  milk, 
Stock, 

Mi  seel  la  neons, 


RECEIPTS. 


82144  11 


214 

50 

157 

93 

S<]00 

00 

341 

93 

156 

37 

97(i 

75 

522 

97 

18'J 

t;5 

it  3 

18 

51 

54 

14 'J 

45 

32 

98 

71 

14 

499 

50 

40 

00 

7 

64 

29 

'.17 

121 

61 

325 

00 

120 

99 

40 

00 

82516  54 


$4370  67 
1N5I  13 


EXPENDITURES. 
For  Warden  and  Matron's  salary, 
Outside  labor, 
Inside  labor, 
Flour  and  grain, 
Groceries, 
Meat  aud  fish, 
Dry  goods  and  furniture, 
Bouts  and  shoes, 
Tools  aud  seeds, 
Blacksmithiug, 

Medical  attendance  and  medicine, 

JStock, 

Fertilizers, 

Ice, 

Tobacco  and  snuff, 

Miscellaneous, 

Rent. 

Interest, 

Wood, 

Making  total  net  expense, 
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And  expense  to  each  town  as  follows  : 

Holden,  8337  57 

Hubbardston,  339  28 

Oakham,  132  19 

Paxton,  256  54 

Princeton,  154  SO 

Rutland,  190  45 

Westminster,  443  30 

 SI 854  13 

The  cost  per  week  for  each  inmate  being  81.714. 

Royalston  has  withdrawn  from  the  Association  and  Phillips- 
ton  and  Templetou  furnished  no  inmates  during  the  year. 

The  records  of  the  Association  from  its  formation  to  the 
beginning  of  the  past  year  are  as  follows  : 


Average  annual 
weekly  board. 

Weekly 
average  inmates. 

Con 

per  week 

First  ten  years, 

8834 

17 

S2  224 

Year  ending  Jan.  31, 

1901,  888 

17* 

2  00 

£  t                       4  b 

1902,  985-f 

1  98 

It                      4 4 

1903,  108of 

20# 

1  99 

The  closing  year  has  been  the  banner  one  so  far  as  the  cost 
of  maintenance  is  concerned,  the  weekly  expense  per  capita 
being  upwards  of  25  cents  less  than  ever  before,  and  this  we 
believe  without  lowering  the  standard  established  for  the 
humane  support  of  the  poor. 

A  valuable  young  horse  has  replaced  one  of  advanced  years 
and  the  loss  of  a  good  cow  immediately  after  calving  necessi- 
tated the  purchase  of  another  to  fill  her  place,  and  a  number  of 
other  changes  in  the  herd  have  been  made  to  its  improvement. 

The  law  coming  into  effect  Jan.  1,  by  which  the  Common- 
wealth assumes  the  care  of  all  pauper  insane,  so  reduces  the 
number  of  our  inmates,  that  the  addition  of  other  towns  might 
be  considered. 


20 

The  twelfth  bountiful  Christmas  dinner  was  provided  by  the 
Hon.  F.  S.  Coolidge  of  Fitchburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Potter 
will  continue  as  warden  and  matron  for  another  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HOBART  RAYMOND,  Westminster,  President. 
JESSE  ALLEN.  Oakham,  Secretary, 

G.  S.  GRAHAM,  Holden,  Treasurer,' 
R.  G.  MARE  AN,  Hubbardston, 

H.  H.  PIKE.  Paxtoii, 

D.  W.  BAKER,  Phillipston, 

I.  E.  PRATT,  Princeton, 

W.  H.  MAYNARD,  Rutland, 
C.  H.  LEATHE,  Templeton, 

Board  of  Management. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LLBRARY. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Dr. 

Balance  on  hand,  $13  96 

Sale  of  pamphlets,  1  25 

Fines  and  sale  of  cards,  3  61 

Town  appropriation,  50  00 


Cr. 

Paid  F.  E.  Davis,  librarian,  $25  00 

G.    N.    Briggs,    exchanging  books  for 

Coldbrook,  25  00 

Fur  new  books,  7  25 

Cash  on  hand,  11  57 


$68  82 


S68  82 


Number  of  volumes  in  library,  1258 

Added  during  year,  1  5 

Circulation,  1500 

Largest  number  charged  in  one  day,  51 

Smallest  number  charged  in  one  day,  13 

Mrs.  Caroline  Maynard,  by  her  will,  left  to  the  Library  a 
legacy  of  fifty  dollars. 


FRANK  E.   DAVIS,      )    ,  ., 

y    f  Library 


MINNIE  L.  WOODIS,    -  ' 
JESSE  ALLEN,  j  T"(Stees' 


REPORT    OF  THE 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 


Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  how  much  the  town  had  to 
do  with  the  various  cemeteries  in  the  town,  very  little  except 
general  care  has  been  done  on  our  cemeteries  the  past  year. 
Bat  as  all' these  questions  are  in  a  fair  way  of  settlement,  it  is 
believed  the  coming  year  will  witness  decided  improvements 
in  these  cemeteries. 

Provision  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  "Gould"  and 
"Maynard"  lots  in  the  West  cemetery,  and  the  "E.  Dean"  lot 
in  the  South .  cemetery  has  already  been  made,  and,  as  time 
goes  on,  it  would  be  well  if  many  more  lots  coiild  be  thus  pro- 
vided for. 

D.  R.  DEAN,  )  , 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  l  ,^('"ie1e''y 

JESSE  ALLEN,  )  Commttee. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


STATISTICS. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  94 

Average  membership,  78.5 

Average  attendance,  72.4 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  92.2 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  OTHER  RESOURCES. 

Support  of  schools,  SI  200  00 

Appropriation  for  school  superintendent,  50  00 

State  return  for  school  superintendent,  250  00 

Received  from  dog  tax  refunded,  142  04 

State  school  fund,  472  39 

Education  of  state  children,  53  00 

Education  of  Boston  children,  174  00 

High  school  tuition  refunded,  1G0  00 

Sale  of  school  supplies,  49 

 -$2501  92 

Special  state  school  fund,  500  00 

SCHOOL  EXPENSES. 

SALARIES. 

Superintendent  H.  J.  Jones,  $311  62 

Florence  E.  Bothwell,  320  00 

Minnie  M.  MeUe'n,  320  00 

Blanche  E.  Packard,  320  00 
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Mrs.  MiDm"e  G.  TVoodis, 
Ruth  E.  Butterfield, 
Althea  Russell, 

Ethel  Harwood,  musical  instructor, 


8380  00 
187  do 
100  00 
25  nit 


§1963  62 


TRANSPORTATION. 


John  H.  Keep, 
A.  H.  Draper, 


Supplies, 


James  Sheern, 
H.  D.  Bullard, 
Sarah  McGreevy, 
Parker  Lumber  Co., 
Cheney  Both-well, 
Walter  A.  Woodis, 
Leroy  Sanders, 


SUPPLIES. 


FUEL. 


CARE  OF  HOUSES. 


Harry  R.  Loring, 
Leroy  Sanders, 
Morton  Butterfield, 
Edwin  Ballard, 
Earl  Thresher, 
George  Dovines, 
Sylvester  Dean, 


$82  50 
16  50 


$99  00 


SI  58  99 


813  75 

26  25 

20  00 

13  50 

8  00 

4  7.") 

1  50 


Sic  25 

7  99 

11  no 

1(1  llll 

■1  10 

2  25 

8  65 


887  75 
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TUITION. 

City  of  Worcester,  800  00 

Town  of  Barre,  20  00 


EEPAIES. 

Blanche  E.  Packard,  81  50 

Nellie  Gueley,  5  2."> 

F.  E.  Reed,  8  00 

A.  B.  Allen,  1  20 

W.  A.  Woodis,  1  23 

Charles  Foster,  13  70 

Parker  Lumber  Co.,  11  33 

W.  S.  Crawford,  47  50 


$80  00 


$90  71 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Jesse  Allen,  services,  S37  50 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  services,  17  00 

H.  W.  Lincoln,  8  50 


SG3  00 


Total,  $2595  31 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSE  ALLEN,  ) 
MINNIE  L.  WOODIS,      >n  % 
HORACE  W.  LINCOLN,)  L"""""t(;e- 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  examined  and  approved  the 
accounts  of  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  poor,  school  com- 
mittee, road  commissioner,  tax  collector,  treasurer,  library 
trustees  and  cemetery  committee,  and  have  found  them  to 
be  correct. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOHN  P.  DAY,  Jr.,  Auditor. 


2fi 

ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  pupils  named  below  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy 
for  the  number  of  terms  specified  : 

CENTER  SCHOOLS. 

One  Term — Archie  Marshall,  Maria  Sumner,  Fraukie  Stone, 
Mabel  Conant,  Henry  Clifford,  Florer.ce  Draper,  Mary 
O'Donnell. 

Two  Terms — James  Garland,  Blanche  Yeo,  Irna  Clifford,  Alice 
Loring,  Sadie  McClanathan,  Walter  McClanathan. 

Three  Terms — Orvis  Banks,  Alice  Yeo,  Ida  Yeo,  Eva  Allen, 
Mildred  Burt,  Mary  Conant,  Wilbur  Dexter. 

COLDBROOK  SCHOOL. 

One  Term — Morton  Butterfield,  Marion  Win  slow,  William 
Wood. 

Two  Terms — James  Bemis,  Francis  Needbam,  Levoy  Monroe. 
WEST  SCHOOL. 

One  Term — Alice  Ballard,  Edwin  Bullard,  Francis  Gaffney, 
Frederick  Kenney,  John  Morau,  James  Kenney. 

Two  Terms — Alice  Bullard,  Francis  Gaffney. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 


One  Term— Ruth  Hallowell,  Donald  Rutherford,  Helena 
Rutherford,  May  Robinson,  Walter  Troville,  Willie 
Pollarri. 


TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  OF 


BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  and  DEATHS 

For  the  Year  1903. 
BIRTHS. 

DATE.  CHILD'S   NAME.  PARENT'S  NAME. 

Jan.  3,  daughter  (GertiTide  Emma)  to  George  and  Mary  Edson. 
March  14,  daughter  (Nellie)  to  Daniel  and  Etta  Shay. 
April  11,  daughter  (Dorris)  to  Walter  and  Mary  Bruce. 
April  17,  daughter  (Sarah  Dorothea)   to  Patrick  and  Kate 
O'Donnell. 

April  29,  son  (Kennith  Marsh)  to  Mason  S.  aud  Julia  Dean. 
May  9,  daughter  (Marion)  to  Ida  Crawford. 
July  28,  daughter  (Elsie  Lillian)  to  C.  P.  and  Clara  McClaua- 
tban. 

MARRIAGES. 

Feb.  18,  Jason  F.  Sanderson  to  Gertrude  L.  Travis. 
June  24,  Ned  A.  Kellogg  to  Adelaide  F.  Kennonr. 
Sept.  30,  Fred  A.  Eastman  to  Bessie  S.  Weld. 
Oct.  3,  William  Reid  to  Harriet  Stetson. 
Dec.  2,  George  G.  Parkman  to  Lulu  L.  Ward. 
Dec.  24,  Edward  W.  Flynn  to  Edith  M.  Hartwell. 
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DEATHS. 


DATE.  NAME. 

YES. 

MOS. 

DAYS. 

Jan.  16,  Henrv  A.  Roper, 

15 

11 

8 

1  cl».   rtj   ij til  all   O  .         C  \\  CU111  U, 

ox 

V' 

March  6,  Caroline  M.  Maynavd, 

85 

1 

13 

March  24,  Patrick  JlcOrevey, 

53 

0 

8 

April  1,  James  C.  Bemis, 

79 

1 

14 

April  23,  William  Cummings, 

84 

10 

2G 

April  30,  Amory  J.  Holden, 

74 

0 

20 

July  1 1 ,  Marion  Crawford, 

2 

2 

Oct.  10,  Mary  A.  Mullett, 

Gl 

1 

14 

Nov.  4,  Peter  White, 

75 

0 

0 

Nov.  27,  Ella  L.  Sbeern, 

29 

1 1 

18 

BURIED  IN  TOWN. 

Feb.  7,  I.  Warren  Pratt, 

62 

3 

2G 

May  19,  Susan  A.  Howard, 

8G 

0 

14 

Number  of  voters — -Male,  144.    Female,  12. 


Number  of  dogs  licensed,  (',8.     Male,  58.    Female,  10. 


JESSE  ALLEN,  Tomi  Clerk: 


WARRANT  FOR  TOWN  MEETING. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  William  S.  Crawford,  or  either  of  the  constables  of  the 
town  of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  electious  and  in  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  known  as  "Memorial  Hall,"  on  Monday, 
the  fourth  day  of  April  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit: 

Article  1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2d.  To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several  town 
officers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  .'id.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  three  Selectmen, 
three  Assessors,  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Collector  of 
Taxes,  Treasurer,  three  Fence  Viewers,  six  Constables.  Tree 
Warden  and  Auditor  for  one  year.  One  School  Committee. 
Library  Trustee,  Cemetery  Committee  fur  three  years.  Also, 
to  vote  "Yes"  or  "No"  in  answer  to  the  question,  "Shall  license 
be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors'  in  this  town?" 
all  on  one  ballot.  Ballot  to  be  folded  as  receive  !,  when  pre- 
sented for  deposit  in  the  ballot  box.  The  polls  to  lie  opened 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  may  be  closed  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 
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Article  4th.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  require  !  to  be  elected  by 
ballot. 

Art:cle  5th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
their  Treasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  6th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers,  as  required 
under  Chapter  298,  Section  1  and  2  of  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of 
the  year  1889. 

Article  7 til.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  bonding  their  officials. 

Article  8th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening  roads  for 
ensuing  }-ear. 

Article  9th.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  defray  town  charges,  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  make 
appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  10th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  such' sums  of 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  11th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  by  the  selectmen. 

Article  12th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  13th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
to  care  for  the  Town  Hall  and  ring  bell  for  the  ensuing  year,  or 
pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  14th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  abate  any  taxes  that 
may  be  presented  for  abatement. 

Article  loth.  To  sec  if  the  town  will  choose  a  committee 
with  authority  to  act,  to  lease,  build  or  purchase  a  plant  in  con- 
nection with  other  towns,  for  the  support  of  their  poor,  on  the 
association  plan,  and  raise  money  for  the  same,  or  act  anything 
relative  thereto. 
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Article  16tli.  To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  17th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  lighting 
the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  18th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  elect  its 
selectmen,  assessors,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  one  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  one  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  one  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  and  at  each  annual  meeting  thereafter  elect 
one  for  three  years,  as  provided  by  Section  three  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  of  Chapter  eleven  of  the  Revised  Laws  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Article  19th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  bounds  of  the  "Town  Common,"  or  pass  any 
vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  20th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  entire  care  and 
charge  of  the  West  and. Southwest  Cemeteries,  or  act  anything 
relative  thereto. 

Article  21st.  To  see  if  the  town  will  make  necessary  re- 
pairs on  Memorial  Hall,  and  bear  their  proportion  of  expense 
for  painting  Congregational  church. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
three  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  each  of  the  Post  Offices, 
and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting  house,  in  said  town, 
seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  uot,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-third  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  awl  four. 


FRANK  S.  CONANT,  )  Selectmen 
HARRY  B.  PARKER,  >  nf 
CARLOS  P.  HILL,      )  Oakham. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

FOR 

The  Central  Worcester  District. 


TOWNS: 


Holden,  Oakham,  Paxton,  Rutland, 
Worcester  County,  Mass. 

March,  1904. 


THE  CENTRAL  WORCESTER  DISTRICT. 


The  district  was  formed  July  16,  1900.  The  services  and  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  are  shared  as  follows:  Holden,  five-tenths; 
Oakham,  two-tenths;  Paxton,  one-tenth;  and  Rutland,  two-tenths. 
The  Superintendent's  year  begins  Aug.  1.  Thirty-four  teachers  are 
employed  in  thirty-two  schools.  The  chairman  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee is  Jesse  Allen  of  Oakham,  and  the  secretary  is  Mrs.  Marion  E. 
Warren  of  Holden,  The  names  of  the  members  of  the  various  com- 
mittees, with  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms,  are  shown 
below: 


HOLDEN. 


Term  Expires 


T.  Walter  Howe, 

Mrs.  Marion  E.  Warren,  secretary, 
Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden, 
William  J.  Powers, 
James  A.  Holden,  chairman, 
Mrs.  Martha  E.  Graham, 


1904 
1904 
1905 
1905 
1906 
1906 


OAKHAM. 


Term  Expires 


H.  W.  Lincoln, 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  secretary 
Jesse  Allen,  chairman, 


1904 
1905 
1906 


RUTLAND. 


Term  Expires 


Dr.  David  P.  Butler,  chairman, 

Dennis  E.  Smith, 

William  C.  Temple,  secretary, 


1904 
1905 
1906 


PAXTON. 


Term  Expires 


Lewis  S.  Clapp, 

Rev.  George  H.  Pratt, 

Mrs.  Susie  E.  Flint,  - 


1905 
1906 
1907 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committees  of  Holden,   Oakham,  Paxton  and 
Rutland  : 

The  fourth  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  for 
the  district  comprising  your  towns  is  herewith  presented. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  filled  with  activities  similar  to 
those  which  I  have  described  in  detail  in  previous  reports.  On 
the  road,  in  the  schoolroom,  or  at  the  desk,  my  time  has  been 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  schools  of  the  district.  Through 
the  loyal  co-operation  of  my  fellow-workers  and  your  continued 
confidence  and  support,  I  trust  that  our  standards  have  been 
maintained  and  progress  made. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  "  Summary  of  Attendance" 
inserted  below,  and  to  the  tables  which  follow.    In  the  tables 


SUMMARY  OF  ATTENDANCE. 


X 

Oakham. 

Paxton. 

< 
p 

Total. 

No.  enrolled  since  September  1, 1903. . 

572 

94 

76 

276 

1018 

Average  membership  for  year  

491.2 

78.5 

64.7 

235.8 

870.2 

Average  attendance  for  year  

437.9 

72.4 

54.3 

201.9 

766.5 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  year  

89.1 

92.2 

85.7 

85.6 

88.1 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  last  year. 

89.3 

93.1 

88.7 

85.1 

89.1 

STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

HOLDEN. 


Schools. 


High  School 


Center.  Grammar.  - 


Center,  Primary. 


Jefferson,  Higher.  - 


Jefferson,  Room  4. 


Jefferson,  Room  S.- 


Jefferson, Room  2.  - 


Jefferson,  Room  1. 


Chaffln,  Grammar. 


Chaftin,  Primary. 


Quinapoxet,  i 
Grammar    f  ' 


Quinapoxet, 
Primary 


North  Woods  . .  • 


Springdale  .  ■ 


Da  v.  son 


Soul  h 


DnioDvllle 


Teachers. 


A.  K.  Learned.  Prin. 
Marion  E.  Bascom, 

Assistant 


Alma  M.  Atwell 
Mary  E.  Lewis. . 
Mary  E.  Lewis.  • 


Terms, 
1903- "04 


Spring 
Fall  ... 
Winter 

Spring 
Pall.. . . 
Winter 


Margery  A.  Rice  Spring 

Margery  A.  Rice   Fall 

Margery  A.  Rice   Winter 


Helen  L.  Smith  . . 
Adella  L.  Adams 
Adella  L.  Adams 


Spring 
Fall.... 
Winter 


Clara  K.  Bascom  Spring 

Clara  K.  Bascom   Fall... 

Clara  K.  Bascom  i Winter 

Elizabeth  Hoxie  Spring 

Elizabeth  Hoxie  [Fall  ... 

Elizabeth  Hoxie   Winter 

Esther  C.  Hendricks.  Spring 
Esther  C.  Hendricks.  Fall 
Esther  C-  Hendricks.  Winter 


Marv  L.  Gove  Spring 

Mary  L.  Gove  Fall  ... 

Mary  L.  Gove   Winter 

Florence  L.  Johnson.  |Spring 
Florence  L.  Johnson.  Pall  .. . 
Florence  L.  Johnson.  Winter 

Mabel  C.  Reid  Spring 

Mabel  C.  Reid  Fall 

Mabel  C.  Reid   Winter 


Ida  G.  Abbott. 
Ida  G.  Abbott. 
Ida  G.  Abbott. 


Lillian  A.  Warner. . . 
Lillian  A.  Warner. . . 
A.  Florence  Kirby. . . 

Katharine  Sullivan 
Katharine  Sullivan. 
Katharine  Sullivan. 

Maud  F.  Findeisen.. 

Anna  M.  Tracey  

Sarah  G.  Donahcr. . . 

Margaret  A.  Dolan. . 
Margaret  A.  Dolan.. 
Mar  garet  A.  Dolan. . 


Sadie  I.  Packard. 
Sadi.-  I.  Packard. 
Sadie  i.  Packard. 


Florence  Kirby  

Floi  cure  K  ii  by  

Mary  E.  Lamberton 


Spring 
Fall  ... 
Winter 

Spring 
Fall  ... 
Winter 

Spring 
Pall  ... 
Winter 

Spring 

Pall 

Winter 

Spring 

Pall 
Winter 


Spring 

Fall 

Winter 

Spring 

Fall  ■■■ 
Winter 


Z  5 


^  a: 


43.2 
54.5 
54 .1 

34.0 
39.0 
40.0 

34.9 
30.0 
27.6 

21.0 
17.8 
15.1 

31.9 

37.0 
32.5 

37.3 
36.5 
35.1 

27.9 
32.9 
32.4 

39.1 
34.4 
18.3 

30.4 
35.0 
31.9 

39. 1 
28.5 
27.7 

26.0 
35.0 
28.0 

25.4 
23.7 
34.0 

20.3 
21.6 
20.0 

23.7 
18.7 
14.8 

20.0 
20.0 
18.0 

21.8 

22.0 

19.6 
20.5 
20.0 


>  a 


41.7 

48.2 
47.5 

31.0 

38.6 
33.7 

30.7 
27.1 
23.5 

19.7 
16.4 
12.6 

29.4 
34.3 
27.5 

34.9 
35.6 
30.1 

25.4 
30.1 
23.5 

34.0 
30.5 
11.0 

28.1 
32.5 
28.8 

37.2 
26.8 
22.5 

24.0 
32.0 
24.0 


20.5 
27.5 

19.3 
20.7 
10.8 

20.7 
10.0 
11.2 

19.0 
19.0 
1  1.0 

21 .0 
22.4 
21.2 


94.4 

89.3 


91.2 
92.0 
84.2 

87.9 
90.5 
85.1 

93.5 
92.2 
83.6 

91.9 
92.8 
84.5 

94.0 
95.0 
85.5 

91.5 

92.5 
72.4 


88.6 
60.1 

91.9 
92.8 
90.3 

95.9 
94.0 
74.5 

93.0 
91.0 

86.0 

87.5 
S6.5 

80.5 

94.9 
95.2 
K4.0 

87.4 
89.0 
75.1 

92.0 
89.0 
77.0 

99.  I 
98.5 
00.6 

89.6 

80.0 
?5.0 


PA  XTON. 


Teachers. 


Terms, 
1903-'04. 


■2  a 

6  a 


<  a 


0)  o 
cS 

SI 


C  c3 

O  a 


Jennie  K.  Burnham 
Jennie  R.  Burnham 
Jennie  R.  Burnham 

M.  Alice  Converse .  • 
M.  Alice  Converse . . 
M.  Alice  Converse . . 

Lulu  M.  Baker  

isabelle  Jones  

Bertha  B.  Pierce  


Spring 
Fall  ... 
Winter 

Spring 
Pall.... 
Winter 

Spring 
Fall.... 
Winter 


16 
12 


15.1 
16.7 
16.0 

20.7 
35.4 
26.3 

27.5 
25.3 
21.5 


13.4 
15.1 
13.8 

18.1 
23.4 
21.3 

24.1 
20.7 
13.3 


88.4 
90.5 
86.3 


81.8 
76.3 


RUTLAND. 


High  School 


Center,  Grammar. 


Center,  ' 
Intermediate", 


Center,  2d  Prim. 


Center,  1st  Prim. 


North  Rutland. . . 


West  Rutland. 


Robert  Cushman, 

Principal 
Bertram  A.  Albro, 
Prin 

Sarah  W.  Kelle.v, 
Asst 

Elrie  P.  Newcomb.. 
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the  column  headed  "  Average  Membership  "  shows  the  number 
of  pupils  who  are  expected  to  be  present  everyday  in  any  given 
term,  unless  prevented  by  reasons  which  make  absence  neces- 
sary. The  column  headed  "  Per  Cent,  of  Attendance  "  shows 
the  proportion  of  this  number  actually  present  on  the  average 
through  the  term.  The  difference  between  this  per  cent,  and  100 
shows  the  part  of  its  expenditure  for  which  the  town  has  re- 
ceived no  return  in  actual  service  to  its  pupils,  simply  because 
pupils  were  not  present  to  enjoy  their  privilege. 

The  following  are  the  superintendent's  instructions  to  teach- 
ers on  the  matter  of  attendance  : 

1.  Try  to  make  the  school  attractive  through  interest  in  the  work 
and  pleasant  associations. 

2.  Use  the  Roll  of  Honor  as  a  stimulus,  and  judiciously  stimulate 
competition  with  other  schools. 

3.  By  personal  interviews  try  to  interest  any  parents  who  may  not 
be  alive  to  the  importance  of  regularity  and  punctuality. 

4.  Insist  on  promptly  rendered  reasons  for  all  absences.  On  the 
register  mark  e  (excused)  only  necessary  absences.  Mark  others  n 
(not  excused).  Warn  parents  when  the  number  of  half-days  of  ab- 
sence approaches  ten,  if  unexcused.  See  Chap.  496,  Sec.  31.  Require 
explanation  of  failure  to  enter  promptly  at  the  opening  of  the  term. 
Such  absence,  unexcused,  counts  on  the  "  ten  half-days." 

5.  Report  to  the  truant  officer  cases  of  continued  absence  for 
which  you  cannot  find  a  good  reason.  Ask  the  officer  to  report  to 
you  the  result  of  his  investigations.  Keep  a  memorandum  of  all  cases 
requiring  the  officer's  attention. 

In  short,  use  all  means  needed  to  secure  what  the  law  requires. 
See  Chap  496,  Sec  12. 

The  references  above  are  to  the  State  law,  which  requires  the  at- 
tendance at  school,  during  all  the  time  the  school  is  in  session, 
of  every  child  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen,  and 
which  further  requires  every  person  having  under  his  control 
such  a  child  to  cause  him  to  so  attend. 

The  evils  of  irregularity  are  so  forcibly  stated  in  the  last 
report  of  the  lamented  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
Hon.  Frank  A.  Hill,  that  I  quote  his  words: 

Needless  irregularity  of  attendance  is,  of  course,  an  exceedingly 
burdensome  weight  for  the  pupil,  the  teacher,  the  school,  the  family, 
the  community  to  carry.    It  causes  irreparable  breaks  in  the  child's 
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training;  it  is  fatal  to  his  interest  in  study;  it  forces  the  teacher  to 
repeat  her  instruction,  or  to  let  the  child  go  without  it;  it  wounds  the 
school;  it  hurts  the  family;  it  vitiates  the  expenditure  of  the  school 
money;  from  it  issue  a  thousand  rills  of  evil  consequences.  So 
deeply  are  the  rights  of  others  and  the  welfare  of  the  child  involved 
in  it  that  the  State  has  authorized  stringent  measures  for  reducing  it 
to  a  minimum.  The  efforts  of  the  teachers  to  secure  constancy  of 
attendance  have,  therefore,  great  impelling  reasons  behind  them,  and 
are  to  be  highly  commended. 

I  have  found  many  cases  of  real  heroism  among  pupils  in 
their  effort  to  get  to  school  under  adverse  conditions,  and 
many  parents  show  a  commendable  spirit  of  sacrifice  in  trying 
to  secure  for  their  children  the  full  benefit  of  the  school  priv- 
ileges furnished  by  the  town.  But  there  are  also  a  good  many 
short-sighted  parents  who  allow  trivial  causes  to  interfere  with 
the  school  duties  of  their  children,  and  some  who  deliberately 
keep  their  children  from  school  when  it  is  convenient  to  do  so. 
It  is  for  these  that  the  compulsory  law  is  designed,  and  I 
shall  advise  its  enforcement  in  the  cases  where  enforcement  is 
evidently  needed. 

TOWN  NOTES. 

This  year  I  change  the  usual  order  and  place  in  the  early  part 
of  the  report  the  notes  pertaining  to  particular  towns,  and  fol- 
low with  matter  of  interest  to  the  district  as  a  whole. 

HOLDP2N. 

Attendance. — The  South  school,  as  usual,  shows  the  highest  per 
cent,  of  attendance  of  any  in  the  town  ;  this  year  it  has  the  high- 
est in  the  district.  The  interest  of  the  children  and  their  par- 
ents in  maintaining  their  remarkable  record  for  regular  attend- 
ance is  worthy  of  imitation.  I  wish  it  might  spread  through 
all  the  schools. 

The  attendance  in  Room  1,  Jefferson,  which  is  composed  en- 
tirely of  very  young  children,  has  been  so  small  during  the 
winter  term  of  this  year  aud  last  as  to  suggest  to  some  the  ad- 
visability of  closing  the  school  in  future  for  the  winter.  The 
small  number  of  pupils  in  the  higher  room  further  suggests  the 
possibility  of  organizing  the  pupils  at  this  building  into  four 
rooms,  as  was  formerly  done. 
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The  membership  at  Quinapoxet  during  the  fall  term  com- 
pletely filled  both  rooms.  The  extensive  enlargement  of  the  C. 
G.  Wood  Company's  mills,  now  going  on,  may  bring  to  the 
village  such  an  increase  in  the  school  population  as  to  require  a 
third  room  in  the  near  future. 

Teachers. — At  the  opening  of  the  spring  term,  Miss  Ida  G. 
Abbott  replaced  Miss  Alice  Frye  in  the  Quinapoxet  grammar 
school.  Miss  Lillian  G.  Ryan,  at  North  Woods,  resigned  in 
May  to  be  married  and  Miss  Kathryn  Sullivan  was  her  success- 
or. Miss  Helen  L.  Smith,  the  principal  at  Jefferson,  resigned 
after  one  year's  service  to  accept  a  more  attractive  position,  and 
Miss  Adella  Adams  was  secured  for  the  place.  Miss  Alma  M. 
Atwell,  who  had  taught  the  Center  grammar  school  for  two 
years,  resigned  in  June  to  be  married  and  was  succeeded  in 
September  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Lewis.  Miss  Maud  Findeisen, 
teacher  at  Springdale,  accepted  a  better  place  than  this  town 
could  offer  her,  and  Miss  Anna  M.  Tracey  was  elected  at  Spring- 
dale.  Miss  Tracey  resigned  during  the  winter  term  and  Miss 
Sarah  G.  Donaher  is  the  present  teacher.  Miss  Lillian  Warner 
of  the  Quinapoxet  primary  school  was  called  to  West  Boyls- 
ton  during  the  fall  term,  and  Miss  Florence  Kirby  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  place  from  Unionville.  Miss  Mary  E.  Lamberton 
was  engaged  for  Unionville. 

Thus  in  a  force  of  eighteen  teachers,  seven  new  names  appear 
on  the  list  this  year.  Resignations  have  recently  been  received 
from  the  teachers  of  the  grammar  schools  at  the  Center  and  at 
Chaffin.  It  is  with  especial  regret  that  we  lose  from  our  force 
Miss  Florence  Johnson,  who  has  taught  the  grammar  room  at 
Chaffin  with  unusual  efficiency  for  more  than  six  years. 

The  High  School. — The  following  were  graduated  fiom  the 
school  last  June:  James  F.  Beaumont,  Minnie  A.  Findeisen, 
Edith  L.  Hendricks,  Dagny  C.  Lindgren,  Edith .  F.  Lobdell, 
Mary  O.  Lowell,  Gilbert  E.  Moore,  Laura  V.  Xadeau. 

Regarding  the  class,  the  principal  hands  me  this  note  : 

We  follow  with  solicitude  and  hope  the  graduates  of  the  school. 
Of  tin-  eight  graduates  in  the  last  class,  one  of  the  young  gentlemen 
is  profitably  employed  in  a  large  manufacturing  establishment  of 
Worcester;  the  second  of  the  t  wo  entered  Clark  College  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  academic  year,  hut  has  been  obliged  to  give  up  study  tern- 
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porarily  because  of  ill  health.  Two  of  the  young  ladies-  are  engaged 
in  home  duties;  the  other  four  entered  the  Worcester  Normal  School 
in  September,  and  are  holding  honorable  rank  in  that  institution. 

Nine  students  are  candidates  for  the  diploma  of  the  school 
iu  June  next.  In  1905  there  will  be  no  graduating  class.  In 
1906  the  four  regular  high  school  classes  will  all  be  repre- 
sented. If  the  ninth  grade  continues  to  be  taught  at  the  high 
school,  as  now,  it  will  then  be  necessary  to  employ  a  third 
teacher. 

Of  the  fifteen  members  of  the  ninth  grade  who  completed  the 
work  of  last  year,  all  but  one  returned  to  begin  the  high  school 
course  in  September,  and  this  one  removed  from  town.  Of  the 
twenty-one  pupils  who  completed  the  eighth  grade  work,  six- 
teen entered  the  ninth  grade  at  the  high  school.  Two  are  pur- 
suing the  same  work  at  Chaffin. 

The  regular  attendance  of  those  members  of  this  class  and  of 
the  high  school  who  are  obliged  to  come  from  a  distance  is  par- 
ticularly commendable. 

Miss  Mabel  E.  Dickinson,  who  for  several  years  had  spent 
one  day  each  week  at  the  High  School  as  teacher  of  drawing, 
ended  her  work  with  us  with  the  spring  term,  to  our  great 
regret.  The  weekly  drawing  lessons  are  continued  by  Miss 
Harriot  Andrews  of  Worcester. 

The  modified  courses  of  study  adopted  last  year  have  been 
continued.  The  English  course  is  of  necessity  nearly  identical 
with  the  Classical,  aside  from  the  omission  of  Latin.  Nearly 
all  the  pupils  in  the  school  are  taking  the  Classical  course.  In 
Latin  and  French  the  course  is  strong  and  the  instruction  satis- 
factory. In  the  mathematics  offered,  thorough  work  is  done. 
A  year  in  English  history,  and  opportunity  for  more  work  in 
literature  and  composition  are  offered  by  the  new  course.  In 
science  our  course  is  very  deficient.  Physics  is  taken,  but  the 
absence  of  facilities  for  laboratory  work  by  pupils  seriously 
limits  the  practical  value  of  the  subject.  Nothing  is  done  in 
chemistry,  geology,  zoology,  or  botany.  In  short,  our  pupils 
are  afforded  the  merest  glimpse  of  the  great  group  of  sciences 
which  are  so  fundamentally  related  to  the  utilities  and  the 
pleasures  of  every -day  life. 

In  spite  of  the  limitations  which  we  share  with  all  the  small 
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high  schools  of  the  State,  it  should  be  noted  that  within  the  range 
of  work  attempted,  good  results  are  secured,  and  our  graduates 
who  go  to  higher  institutions  enter  with  credit,  and,  as  a  rule, 
maintain  a  good  standing.  More  important  than  all,  the  in- 
fluence of  our  school,  exerted  through  the  personality  of  its 
teachers,  counts  strongly  in  the  building  up  of  high  moral 
character,  which  is  the  surest  guarantee  of  a  successful  life. 

RUTLAND. 

Attendance. — The  statistical  tables  show  that  three  of  the 
schools  have  increased  their  per  cent,  of  attendance  over  that 
of  last  year.  But  the  great  irregularity  in  other  schools  brings 
the  average  for  the  town  nearly  to  last  year's  average.  Sickness 
among  the  pupils  at  West  Eutland  caused  much  loss  there.  In 
all  the  schools  the  extremely  severe  weather  of  the  winter  has 
seriously  affected  the  attendance.  At  the  Center,  the  schools 
were  all  dismissed  on  several  occasions,  owing  to  failure  to 
warm  the  rooms.  On  some  other  days  the  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  the  rooms  would  be  warm  doubtless  caused  many  par- 
ents to  keep  their  children  at  home.  Opinion  is  divided  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  failure  to  provide  the  proper  temperature, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Committee  realize  the  serious  loss 
we  have  suffered  and  will  take  measures  to  prevent  its  repeti- 
tion next  winter.  Inspection  of  the  registers  shows  the  usual 
amount  of  absence  due  merely  to  parental  indifference.  I  have 
a  considerable  list  of  parents  who  are  apparently  liable  to  fine 
under  the  attendance  law.  If  the  truant  officers  can  not  secure 
amendment  in  any  other  way,  1  recommend  that  they  be. 
instructed  to  bring  delinquents  before  the  court  as  provided  by 
the  statute. 

Tectchevs. —  The  present  list  of  teachers  includes  but  one  name 
which  appealed  in  the  list  (if  last  year.  A  new  high  school 
principal  was  engaged  for  the  spring  term,    lie  resigned  at  its 

close  to  accept  a  more  luciatiVG  position.     The  present  efficient 

principal  began  work  in  September.  The  assistant  in  the  high 
school,  .Miss  Claflin,  was  visited  during  the  spring  term  by  the 
superintendent  of  A.ttleboro,  who  offered  her  a  much  better 
position,  which  she  accepted.      The  new  assistant   served  one 
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terra,  when  she  was  replaced  by  Miss  Kelly,  who  is  now  doing 
satisfactory  service.  Miss  Sfa  Ward  was  the  new  teacher 
engaged  for  the  spring  term  in  the  intermediate  room.  When 
the  new  primary  room  was  opened  in  the  fall,  she  was  placed 
in  charge,  and  Miss  Ethel  Sellers  was  secured  for  the  interme- 
diate room.  Miss  Ward  now  resigns,  after  one  year's  service, 
to  accept  a  better  position  in  Natiek.  Soon  after  the  beginning 
of  her  third  year  in  the  primary  room,  Miss  Annie  M.  Jenness 
accepted  an  attractive  offer  from  Melrose.  •  Miss  Ethel  C.  Weth- 
erbee  was  engaged  in  her  place.  During  the  summer  Miss  Lucy 
Grant,  who  had  taught  the  West  Rutland  school  acceptably  for 
three  years,  resigned  to  enter  the  Bridgewater  Normal  School, 
and  Miss  Mabelle  Heald,  of  North  Rutland,  resigned  to  enter  a 
business  college.  The  teacher  engaged  for  North  Rutland  has 
now  resigned  after  two  terms'  service. 

My  first  report  noted  five  new  teachers  secured  for  that  year 
for  the  seven  positions  in  the  town.  My  second  report  recorded 
but  two  changes.  Last  year  I  reported  five  changes,  and  this 
year  I  report  eight  changes  in  a  force  of  eight  teachers.  Such 
a  lack  of  permanency  in  its  working  force  would  bankrupt  any 
other  business,  and  it  has  a  ruinous  effect  on  the  character  of 
our  school  work.  A  complete  remedy  is  probably  beyond  our 
reach,  but  a  palliative  is  plainly  indicated.  Our  short  school 
year  and  small  weekly  salaries  will  not  attract  and  hold  able 
teachers  of  experience  and  proved  success.  I  am  aware  of  the 
financial  burdens  now  borne  by  the  town,  but  I  see  no  way  to 
secure  the  excellence  in  school  results  which  every  citizen  de- 
sires without  putting  more  money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  be  used  judiciously  in  additional  compensation  for 
worthy  teachers. 

The  High  School.  —  In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  two  changes 
in  the  high  school  law  which  affect  the  town  of  Rutland.  The 
first  change  raises  the  valuation  under  which  a  town  may  be 
reimbursed  for  tuition  expenditures  in  outside  high  schools  to 
$750,000.  This  brings  Rutland  into  a  new  class,  [t  may  now 
provide  for  its  high  school  pupils  in  another  town  and  have  its 
tuition  expenses  refunded  by  the  State.  The  other  change  pro- 
vides that  if  a  town  like  Rutland  which  is  not  required  by  law 
to  maintain  a  high  school,  does  maintain  one  with  at  least  two 
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teachers,  such  town  may  receive  a  special  State  grant  of  $300. 
In  order  to  secure  the  grant*  however,  the  high  school  condi- 
tions must  be  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  At 
the  time  my  last  report  was  printed,  application  had  been  made 
for  the  grant,  but  the  decision  regarding  approval  had  not  been 
received.  Later  we  were  informed  that  approval  was  withheld  on 
the  ground  of  non-conformity  to  the  law,  in  that  the  high  school 
teachers  were  also  instructing  the  eighth  grade.  The  law  requires 
that  the  two  teachers  shall  devote  their  entire  time  to  high  school 
instruction.  In  planning  for  the  present  year,  three  courses 
were  open  to  the  Committee.  The  first  was  to  continue  the 
former  arrangement  with  the  eighth  grade  in  the  high  school 
room.  This  plan  would  not  relieve  the  over  crowded  primary 
room,  would  tend  to  cripple  the  high  school,  and  would  give 
up  all  claim  to  the  special  grant.  The  second  course  open  was 
to  abandon  the  high  school  and  provide  for  the  high  school 
instruction  which  the  law  requires  in  another  town,  receiving 
reimbursement  from  the  State  for  tuition  expenditures.  Were 
there  an  approved  high  school  conveniently  accessible  to  Rut- 
land pupils,  this  plan  would  be  worthy  of  serious  considera- 
tion. But  as  the  nearest  high  schools  could  only  be  reached  with 
considerable  difficulty,  and  as  this  condition  would  debar  many 
pupils  from  high  school  privileges,  the  adoption  of  this  plan 
seemed  unwise.  The  third  plan  to  be  considered  was  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  State,  and  to  try  to  secure  the 
special  grant.  This  plan  involved  providing  a  separate  room 
for  the  high  school,  employing  the  two  teachers  for  high  school 
work  exclusively,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  school  for  the 
time  required  by  law.  It  also  made  necessary  the  employment 
of  another  primary  teacher  for  full  time,  where  an  assistant 
had  been  employed  for  a  part  of  the  year.  By  the  adoption  of 
this  plan,  not  only  would  the  needs  of  the  high  school  be  met, 
but  also  the  overcrowded  primary  room  would  be  provided  for. 
The  larger  part  of  the  extra  annual  expense  involved  would  be 
met  by  the  grant  from  the  Stale. 

The  whole  matter  was  carefully  considered  by  the  Committee 
and  the  third  plan  was  approved.  Later  a  special  town  meet- 
ing appropriated  £3.r>0  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  granted, 
temporarily,  the  use  of  the  reception  hall  in  the  town  building 
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for  the  high  school.  This  room  was  fitted  up  as  a  school  room 
at  small  expense,  and  with  the  recitation  room  formerly  used, 
answers  the  purpose  satisfactorily.  The  former  hiyh  school 
room  was  occupied  by  the  new  primary  department,  composed 
of  the  second  and  third  grades. 

.Mr.  J.  W.  MacDonald,  agent  of  the  Board,  has  visited  the 
school,  and  writes  me  as  follows  : 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  found,  on  my 
last  visit,  December  16,  1903,  a  marked  improvement  in  the  deport- 
ment and  work  of  the  school.  The  spirit  of  the  school  as  it  appeared 
on  that  visit  was  very  commendable. 

Mr.  MacDonald  reminds  us  that  the  aim  of  the  State  in  offer- 
ing the  special  grant  is  not  to  reduce  the  amount  formerly 
expended  by  the  town,  but  to  assist  it  in  making  its  high 
school  a  good  one.  He  says:  "If  the  people  of  Rutland  will 
keep  a  legal  high  school,  they  can  have  $300  from  the  State  to 
help  them."  A  "legal  high  school"  is  in  session  forty  weeks, 
but  we  are  allowed,  for  the  present  year  only,  to  make  the  time 
thirty-eight  weeks. 

The  State  requires  that  every  town  shall  provide  free  high 
school  instruction  for  four  years  for  every  one  of  its  properly 
qualified  children,  without  regard  to  the  town's  ability  to  do  so. 
It  offers  its  aid  in  two  forms  to  enable  the  less  fortunate  towns 
to  comply  with  its  requirement.  Rutland  may  choose  one  of 
these  two  forms  of  aid.  The  course  adopted  by  the  Committee 
and  approved  by  the  town  seemed  the  wiser  under  present  cir- 
cumstances. Should  circumstances  materially  change,  another 
course  might,  be  preferable.  Meanwhile  your  superintendent 
and  the  teachers  are  endeavoring  to  make  the  present 
school  as  valuable  as  possible  to  each  individual  pupil,  and  in 
this  effort  they  depend  upon  the  cordial  support  of  every  intelli- 
gent citizen. 

OAKHAM. 

Attendance. — Oakham  continues  to  lead  the  other  towns  in 
regularity  of  attendance.  The  heroic  spirit  shown  by  many  of 
its  pupils  in  reaching  the  school  in  spite  of  distance  and  drifts 
is  worthy  of  much  praise. 

Teachers. — Miss  Althea  Russell,  of  the  West  school,  resigned 
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her  position  at  the  end  of  the  spring  term  to  enter  college,  and 
Miss  Ruth  Butterfield  was  appointed  to  the  place.  Otherwise 
the  teachers  remain  the  same  as  last  year.  Oakham  has  been 
more  fortunate  than  the  other  towns  in  retaining  its  teachers, 
and  the  good  results  of  permanency  are  evident  in  the  work  of 
the  schools.  The  "exceptional  ability"  law,  under  which  Oak- 
ham received  from  the  State  two  dollars  per  week  to  apply  on 
the  salaries  of  each  of  four  teachers,  was  repealed,  and  this 
year  the  grant  ceased.  But  the  new  method  of  apportioning 
the  income  of  the  State  school  fund  so  increases  Oakham's 
share  that  the  total  amount  received  from  the  State  is  not 
decreased.    The  town  therefore  continues  the  former  salaries. 

The  School  Year. — The  days  taken  for  the  agricultural  fairs 
and  other  occasions,  added  to  the  legal  holidays,  leave  scarcely 
thirty-one  full  weeks  for  actual  school  work.  The  longer  a 
good  school  is  kept  the  better,  up  to  a  certain  limit.  The  aver- 
age length  of  school  for  the  State  is  about  thirty-seven  weeks. 
It  would  seem  that  the  town  of  Oakham,  with  its  large  share  of 
the  State  fund  and  its  low  tax  rate,  might  give  its  children  a 
little  longer  schooling  than  the  shortest  time  the  law  allows.  I 
suggest  that  one  week  be  added  to  the  coming  spring  term, 
making  thirty-three,  weeks  for  the  present  year,  and  that  next 
year  a  week  be  added  to  both  the  fall  and  spring  terms. 

Singing. — By  taking  advantage  of  favorable  circumstances, 
we  have  been  able  to  introduce  the  teaching  of  singing  ac  small 
cost.  Mr.  Charles  Keyes,  of  Barre,  an  expert  supervisor  of 
public  school  music,  met  the  teachers  once  for  instruction,  and 
a  pupil  of  his,  Miss  Ethel  Harwood,  was  later  engaged  to  visit 
each  school  weekly.  At  her  visits  she  tests  the  work  of  the 
previous  week,  lays  out  that  of  the  week  to  come,  and  other- 
wise assists  the  regular  teacher.  The  Weaver  Individual 
Method  is  in  use,  supplemented  by  the  first  book  of  the  luluca- 
tional  Music  Course.  Both  pupils  and  teachers  have  under- 
taken the  work  with  enthusiasm,  and  an  excellent,  beginning 
has  been  made. 

I'AXTON. 

Attendance.- — The  total  average  membership  of  the  three 
schools  of  Paxton  for  the  lirst  year  the  town  entered  the  dig- 
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trict  was  59;  for  the  second,  63;  for  the  third,  68;  and  for  this, 
the  fourth,  64.7.  Three  teachers  for  this  number  of  pupils  is  a 
liberal  provision.  The  per  cent,  of  attendance  increased  every 
year  till  this  one,  when  it  has  dropped  off.  With  the 
pupils  at  a  distance  transported  to  the  school,  and  with  a  build- 
ing always  comfortably  warm  because  of  its  excellent  heating 
plant  and  efficient  janitor,  it  would  seem  that  a  much  more  reg- 
ular attendance  should  be  secured.  Inspection  of  the  registers 
reveals  much  absence  unexplained. 

Teachers.  —  Miss  Lulu  Baker,  who  had  been  the  efficient 
teacher  of  the  primary  school  for  two  years,  resigned  in  June, 
and  was  succeeded  in  September  by  Miss  Isabelle  Jones.  Miss 
Jones  resigned  in  January  to  accept  a  position  offered  her  near 
her  home,  and  Miss  Bertha  B.  Pierce  was  secured  for  the  place. 
Fortunately,  Misses  Burnham  and  Converse  remain  with  us, 
and  the  expected  good  results  of  continued  service  are  evident 
in  their  work. 

The  Work  o  f  the  Year. — The  usual  work  has  proceeded  with- 
out friction,  and  a  good  spirit  of  industry  has  prevailed.  In 
connection  with  my  bi-monthly  visits,  I  have  frequently  met 
the  teachers  after  school  for  conference  and  discussion  regard- 
ing plans  and  methods. 

The  teaching  of  singing  has  recently  been  introduced,  the 
primary  teacher  taking  the  work  in  the  intermediate  room  as 
well  as  her  own.  The  "Weaver  material  and  the  Educational 
Music  Course  are  used,  as  in  Oakham,  though  no  supervisor 
is  employed  as  yet.    A  good  beginning  has  been  made. 

The  Building. — Allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  suggestions  made  last  year  in  regard  to  finishing  the 
rooms.  The  lighting,  the  warming,  and  the  ventilation  of  the 
building  are  excellent,  and  the  furniture  in  the  rooms  is  good. 
These  standard  utilities  are  highly  valued.  The  beauty  and 
attractiveness  of  the  rooms  would  be  greatly  increased  at  small 
expense  by  the  application  of  kalsomine  of  proper  tint  to  the 
walls  and  ceiling.  Good  blackboards  would  add  much  not  only 
to  the  appearance  of  the  rooms,  but  to  their  every-day  useful- 
ness. 

THE  SELECTION  OF  TEACHERS. 

The  School  Committee  shall  select  and  contract  with  the  teachers 
of  the  public  schools,  shall  require  full  and  satisfactory  evidence  of 
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their  moral  character,  and  shall  ascertain  by  personal  examination 
their  qualifications  for  teaching  and  their  capacity  for  the  govern- 
ment of  schools;  or  in  lieu  thereof,  may  accept  the  diplomas  granted 
by  the  State  normal  schools  of  this  Commonwealth  to  their  gradu- 
ates.— Revised  Latvs,  Chap.  42,  Section  28. 

The  powers  of  the  selectmen  or  of  the  assessors  may  affect 
the  interests  of  citizens  in  more  material  and#tangible  ways, 
and  so  receive  a  larger  degree  of  public  attention  ;  but  those 
who  understand  the  real  sources  of  public  welfare  will  grant 
that  no  more  important  powers  are  exercised  by  any  town 
official  thau  those  exercised  by  the  School  Committee.  And 
the  most  vitally  important  power  of  the  Committee  is  conferred 
by  the  section  of  the  law  quoted  above. 

During  the  past  year,  the  committees  of  the  district  have  had 
to  fill  nineteen  vacancies,  in  a  total  of  thirty-four  teaching  posi- 
tions. The  preliminary  correspondence  required  to  find  suitable 
candidates  has  fallen  to  the  superintendent,  and  usually  he  is 
expected  to  select  the  best  one  he  can  find  for  nomination  to 
the  Committee.  Personal  interviews  of  both  Committee  and 
superintendent  with  candidates  have  been  held  when  practi- 
cable. In  about  half  the  cases  the  superintendent  has  been 
directed  to  engage  the  best  teacher  he  could  secure,  subject  to 
later  election  by  the  Committee.  In  performing  this  duty  the 
superintendent  has  exercised  all  the  care  which  the  circum- 
stances allowed.  In  only  three  cases  has  it  been  necessary  to 
engage  a  teacher  without  previously  seeing  her,  and  in  these 
cases  evidence  of  her  fitness  was  in  hand. 

It  is  widely  becoming  recognized  that  the  successful  manage- 
ment and  teaching  of  a  school  requires  ability  of  a  high  order. 
The  superintendents  and  committees  of  Massachusetts,  par- 
ticularly, are  looking  for  teachers  of  rare  personal  endowment, 
of  scholarly  attainment,  and  professional  training.  The  stronger 
graduates  of  our  normal  schools  are  quickly  absorbed  by  the 
schools  of  the  wealthier  cities  and  towns,  often  beginning  at  a 
salary  larger  than  any  we  pay.  The  fact  that  there  are  many 
other  occupations  now  open  to  the  class  of  young  women  who 
formerly  tinned  to  teaching  for  a  livelihood  has  further 
reduced  the  number  of  aspirants  for  positions  in  the  schools. 

These  and  other  causes  have  brought  about  a  scarcity  of  the 
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sort  of  teachers  which  public  opinion  now  demands.  Just  as  in 
other  lines  where  demand  exceeds  supply,  the  possession  of  the 
thing  desired  becomes  a  matter  of  money.  Teachers  whose 
ability  commands  $400  per  year  are  beyond  the  reach  of  those 
who  pay,  as  we  do,  $320  or  $360.  If  we  are  so  fortunate  as  to 
secure  an  ambitious  young  teacher  of  excellent  natural  ability, 
the  experience  we  give  her  soon  makes  her  eligible  to  promo- 
tion. This  usually  means,  with  us,  her  election  in  another 
town,  where  she  may  turn  the  results  of  her  experience  into 
cash.  I  have  many  expressions  of  appreciation  from  those  who 
have  left  us,  of  my  efforts  to  aid  the  development  of  their  teach- 
ing power.  While  these  are  pleasing,  it  is  also  discouraging  to 
know  that  the  developed  power  must  go  to  the  service  of  other 
schools  than  our  own. 

Every  good  citizen  desires  not  only  that  our  present  stand- 
ards of  school  results  shall  be  maintained,  but  that  definite 
improvement  be  made  each  year.  For  the  attainment  of  this 
end,  the  permanent  employment  of  efficient  teachers  is  the 
essential  condition.  In  order  to  supply  this  condition  it  is 
increasingly  clear  that  committees  must  have  at  their  command 
a  larger  share  of  the  town's  funds.  The  ability  to  pay  a  dollar 
or  two  more  per  week  often  makes  the  difference  between  a 
thoroughly  good  school  and  a  partial  failure. 

If  any  think  that  present  school  expenditures  are  excessive, 
let  me  remind  them  that  all  our  towns  are  well  down  the  list 
in  the  proportion  of  their  taxable  property  appropriated  for  the 
support  of  schools.  In  the  last  graduated  table  at  hand,  in 
which  the  353  towns  of  the  State  are  arranged  numerically 
with  regard  to  this  feature,  Holden  stands  34th,  Entland  87th, 
Paxton  237th,  and  Oakham  336th.  In  the  calculation  which  1 
published  last  year,  it  was  found  that  the  daily  cost  of  the 
schooling  of  a  child  in  our  towns  was  between  nine  and  one- 
third  and  ten  and  one- half  cents,  while  the  average  cost  for  the 
State  is  fourteen  cents.  It  is  thus  evident  that  a  considerable 
increase  of  school  expenditures  may  be  made  without  taxation 
which  is  excessive  as  compared  with  other  towns.  It  will 
usually  be  found  that  the  larger  resources  may  most  profitably 
be  used  in  the  selection  and  retention  of  good  teachers. 
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THE  ELEMENTARY  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

As  the  framework  for  our  scheme  of  instruction,  we  are  using 
the  outline  prepared  by  Dr.  John  T.  Prince,  agent  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  published  in  his  Third  Report  upon  a  Course 
of  Studies  for  Elementary  Schools.  This  document  includes, 
also,  a  discussion  by  Dr.  Prince  of  the  scope,  relations, 
sequence,  and  limitations  of  the  several  subjects,  and  every 
teacher  is  expected  to  become  familiar  with  the  ideas  set  forth 
in  this  discussion.  In  the  teachers'  meeting,  and  by  means  of 
mimeographed  notes,  the  superintendent  adds  to  the  outline 
various  suggestions  and  directions  intended  to  be  helpful  in 
reducing  it  to  practice  in  the  school  room. 

An  important  feature  of  Dr.  Prince's  outline  is  the  arrange- 
ment of  all  the  subjects  of  study  pursued  in  the  elementary 
schools  into  five  groups.  This  arrangement  contributes  greatly 
to  simplicity,  and  is  a  valuable  aid  to  the  teacher  in  getting  a 
firm  and  comprehensive  grasp  of  the  material  of  instruction. 

Group  I  includes  the  language  subjects:  (a)  reading,  (b) 
writing,  (c)  composition  and  spelling,  (d)  memory  work,  (e) 
grammar. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  superintendent's  notes 
on  this  group,  which  are  placed  in  each  teacher's  portfolio: — 

All  the  various  lines  of  language  work  specified  in  the  outline, 
when  once  begun,  should  be  carried  on  continuously,  each  receiving 
its  due  share  of  attention.  Grammar  begins  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
sixth  grade. 

The  training  of  pupils  in  the  art  of  effective  speech  should  be  a 
prominent  part  of  the  work  under  this  group.  The  use  of  the  speech 
organs  in  oral  reading,  in  all  recitations,  in  declamations,  in  conver- 
sation, and  in  singing  should  be  made  the  occasion  of  such  training. 
Kequire  the  pupil's  best  work  in  all  forms  of  expression,  oral  as  well 
as  written.    "The  tongue  should  go  before  the  pen." 

In  penmanship,  we  need  a  revival  of  attention  to  the  old  things, 
rather  than  emphasis  on  the  new.  The  correct  position  of  feet, 
body  and  arms,  correct  penholding,  and  the  necessity  of  "muscular 
movement"  for  ease  and  speed,  have  remained  the  same  through  all 
the  changes  of  style  in  regard  to  slant.  Other  thingB  being  right, 
slant  is  determined  by  the  position  of  the  paper,  and  is  easily 
managed.  Teachers  are  expected  to  carry  out  with  vigor  the 
directions  of  the  specialists  who  may  assist  us,  of  the  authors  of  the 
copy  books,  and  of  the  superintendent.    "The  price  of  success  in 
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teaching  writing  is  enthusiasm  and  work  on  the  part  of  both  teacher 
and  pupil."    Can  success  in  anything  be  bought  at  a  less  price? 

Letter  writing,  as  the  most  common  form  of  written  composition, 
should  receive  special  attention.  Instruction  and  practice  in  it 
should  begin  as  early  as  the  fourth  grade,  and  should  continue 
through  the  course. 

In  life,  writing  is  done  for  some  one  to  read,  and  people  talk  for 
others  to  hear  and  understand.  Let  school  training  be  like  life.  Let 
pupils  read  and  recite  to  the  class  as  an  audience.  Honor  the  best 
work  with  a  larger  audience,  if  possible. 

The  reflex  action  of  good  expression  should  be  considered  by  the 
teacher.  Expression  is  the  final  act  of  knowing.  In  the  preparation 
of  daily  lessons,  pupils  should  be  trained  to  prepare  to  express  in 
good  form  the  things  learned.  Omission  of  this  is  a  source  of  great 
loss.  Power  of  thought  and  power  of  speech  grow  together,  and 
each  helps  the  other.    Thought  unexpressed  is  thought  incomplete. 

Group  II  comprises  the  mathematical  subjects:  (a)  arithme- 
tic, (b)  form  and  geometrical  exercises,  (c)  algebra,  (d)  book- 
keeping. 

The  first  three  lines  of  work  named  are  admirably  embodied 
in  the  Werner  series  of  arithmetics  now  in  use  in  all  our 
schools.  These  books  are  characterized  by  the  elimination  of 
obsolete  and  superfluous  topics,  by  the  practical  nature  of  the 
exercises  presented,  by  large  provision  for  so-called  "mental 
arithmetic,"  and  by  the  "spiral  advancement  plan,"  which  is 
the  natural  plan  of  child  growth.  Under  the  guidance  of  a 
good  teacher,  a  child  will  "think  his  way  through"  these 
books,  and  come  out  with  a  good  degree  of  power  to  apply 
numbers  to  the  needs  of  life. 

The  fourth  of  the  mathematical  subjects,  bookkeeping,  is  not 
yet  satisfactorily  provided  for. 

Group  III  is  the  science  group,  including:  (a)  nature  study, 
(b)  geography,  (c)  physiology  and  hygiene,  (d)  information 
reading  connected  with  the  foregoing  subjects. 

Our  work  in  nature  study  varies  with  the  interest  and  ability 
of  the  teacher.  Some  of  the  most  valuable  results  have  beeu 
secured  through  the  raising  of  plants  by  nearly  all  the  children, 
and  in  a  few  schools  by  the  cultivation  of  small  gardens  at 
school  and  at  home.    We  hope  to  extend  this  line  of  work. 

In  geography  the  new  Frye  series  of  books  is  in  use.  These 
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excellent  books  largely  furnish  the  material  of  instruction,  and 
determine  the  order  of  its  presentation. 

The  statutory  requirements  in  physiology  and  hygiene  are 
met  by  a  series  of  lessons  during  the  winter  term,  an  outline  of 
which  is  furnished  by  the  superintendent.  An  "Oral  Lesson 
Book"  is  used  as  a  guide  by  teachers  in  the  primary  grades, 
and  in  most  of  the  schools  a  text-book  for  pupils  is  used  in  the 
higher  grades. 

Information  reading  in  connection  with  the  science  subjects 
is  limited  in  amount  by  the  books  at  hand  and  the  time  avail- 
able. 

Group  IV  includes:  (a)  history  and  biography,  (b)  civil 
government. 

The  former  subject  is  given  in  oral  stories  in  the  primary 
grades,  followed,  in  the  intermediate  grades,  by  historical 
readings,  and  in  the  grammar  grades  by  serious  study  of 
a  standard  text-book.  A  brief  course  in  civil  government  is 
included  in  the  work  of  the  ninth  grade. 

Group  V  comprises:  (a)  drawing  and  art,  (b)  manual  train- 
ing, (c)  singing. 

For  good  results  in  these  lines,  close  supervision  by  one  or 
more  specialists  is  usually  regarded  as  essential.  Though 
most  of  our  schools  have  nothing  of  the  sort,  some  teachers  are 
doing  creditable  work.  Drawing  is  given  at  least  two  half- 
hour  lessons  a  week  in  all  the  schools.  Manual  training  is 
represented  only  by  a  small  amount  of  paper  cutting-  and  folding, 
a  little  basketry,  or  other  simple  handwork.  In  singing,  Paxton 
and  Oakham  have  recently  begun  systematic  work,  the  latter  with 
a  special  supervisor.  Pew  of  the  other  schools  now  do  anything 
in  this  important  subject.  It  is  hoped  that  other  committees 
may  approve  the  plan  now  in  operation  in  Oakham. 

Eighteen  separate  subjects  are  mentioned  in  this  outline,  all 
of  which  are  pursued  in  the  best  schools  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Ten  of  these  are  required  by  statute,  and  all  the  others  are 
firmly  established  by  intelligent  public  opinion.  Those  to 
whom  the  list  appears  formidable  should  remember  that  some 
of  the  subjects  appear  only  in  a  part  of  the  course,  that  others 
require  but  a  small  proportion  of  time,  and  that  the  subjects  of 
a  group  are  so  closely  related  as  to  form  really  but  one  broad 
subject. 


21 


THE  TEACHER  AND  THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  matter  to  be  taught  to  the  several  classes,  the  order  in 
which  it  shall  be  taught,  and  the  time  allowed  for  teaching  it 
are  fairly  well  defined  by  our  course  of  study.  Considerable 
elasticity  of  requirement  is  always  necessary,  however,  owing 
to  the  different  conditions  of  schools  and  the  varying  capacity 
of  classes  and  of  teachers. 

The  course  of  study,  while  highly  important,  is  not  the  vital 
matter.  The  quality  of  the  teaching  as  it  goes  on  day  by  day 
is  the  chief  concern.  How  to  get  the  teaching  done  in  such  a 
manner  that  well-organized  knowledge  shall  become  the  per- 
manent possession  of  the  pupil ;  that  in  the  process  of  acquir- 
ing knowledge  the  pupil  shall  be  developing  the  love  and  power 
of  acquirement;  that  by  repeated  applications  of  his  knowledge, 
he  shall  become  skillful  in  these  applications, — this  is  the  com- 
plex and  ever-present  problem  of  school  supervision. 

The  successful  carrying  out  of  a  modern  course  of  study  re- 
quires, especially  in  grammar  grades,  a  much  broader  academic 
training  than  many  teachers  possess.  Even  the  teaching  of  the 
simpler  school  arts  is  often  defective  on  account  of  lack  of  skill 
in  them  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Penmanship  is  sometimes 
poor  because  the  teacher  cannot  produce  good  writing  readily, 
and  thus  fails  to  utilize  the  imitative  tendencies  of  children. 
Drawing  is  taught  poorly,  because  the  teacher  talks  instead  of 
draws.  Good  oral  reading  is  lacking  where  the  teacher  cannot 
give  the  children  inspiring  ideals  by  living  example. 

In  the  broader  "content  subjects,"  instruction  is  often  weak 
because  of  deficiencies  of  scholarship  in  the  teacher.  In  arith- 
metic, our  aim  is  to  develop  the  power  and  habit  of  clear  think- 
ing and  accurate  calculation.  The  teacher  who  has  never  been 
charmed  by  the  beauty  of  the  mathematical  method,  and  whose 
skill  is  hardly  equal  to  the  demands  of  an  accurate  report  from 
a  school  register,  will  fail  to  get  the  highest  results  in  this  sub- 
ject. In  history,  I  find  pupils  memorizing  texts  and  failing  to 
get  pictures  of  the  great  events  which  the  books  record,  because 
the  teacher  has  never  seen  those  pictures  clearly  and  cannot 
reproduce  them.  In  geography,  the  absence  of  the  broad  view 
of  the  subject  which  a  knowledge  of  its  allied  sciences  alone 
can  give,  makes  impossible  the  best  results.    Nature  study  will 
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be  scrappy  and  pointless  if  the  teacher  has  never  grasped  the 
view  of  the  world  revealed  by  modern  science. 

Beside  having  the  scholarship  required  by  present-day  teach- 
ing, the  successful  teacher  must  be  well  grounded  in  the  principles 
of  her  art,  and  skilled  in  the  application  of  those  principles  to 
the  specific  work  in  hand.  There  has  slowly  developed  a  body 
of  solid  educational  doctrine,  with  which  no  teacher  can  be  ig- 
norant and  do  the  best  of  which  she  is  capable. 

In  view  of  present  ideals  in  school  work,  the  teacher  may  well 
say,  "  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things'?"  Our  own  teachers, 
as  a  rule,  are  trying  by  arduous  effort  to  remedy  their  deficien- 
cies and  to  fulfill  the  high  obligations  of  their  position.  Be- 
sides the  regular  preparation  for  the  daily  work  of  the  school- 
room, the  serious  study  of  Dr.  E.  E.  White's  "The  Art  of 
Teaching"  has  been  expected  this  year.  Many  teachers  have 
already  passed  creditably  a  written  test  on  the  contents  of  the 
book,  and  testify  to  the  practical  value  of  their  study  of  it. 

The  usual  teachers'  meetings  have  been  held,  in  connection 
with  which  some  special  work  is  generally  required,  which  has 
been  cheerfully  done. 

It  is  high  praise,  but  1  think  it  is  justly  given,  when  I  say 
that  our  teachers  have  practically  adopted  the  creed  of  the  good 
teacher  of  the  twentieth  century,  which  has  thus  been  formu- 
lated by  Henry  T.  Bailey:  "I  believe  in  the  child,  and  in 
working  for  his  good,  first,  last,  and  all  the  time.  I  believe  in 
continued  professional  growth  in  knowledge  and  technical 
skill." 

THE  FACTORS  OF  A  GOOD  SCHOOL. 

The  essential  factor  of  a  good  school  is  a  good  teacher.  But 
only  when  the  power  of  the  teacher  approaches  genius  can  a 
good  teacher  alone  make  a  good  school.  The  liberal  taxpayer, 
who  provides  suitable  rooms,  the  needed  appliances,  and  a 
salary  sufficient  to  enable  the  teacher  to  live  in  reasonable  com- 
fort and  to  procure  the  means  for  self  improvement;  the  sympa- 
thetic parent,  who  is  as  anxious  that  the  teacher  shall  like  her 
children  as  that  the  children  shall  like  their  teacher;  a 
community  which  approves  good  conduct  and  condemns 
lawlessness, — all  these  are  needed  to  make  a  good  school. 
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The  most  potent  influence  on  the  character  of  the  school  is 
that  of  the  homes  of  the  community.  An  editorial  in  the 
current  number  of  the  magazine  Education  so  clearly  states  the 
pertinent  facts  that  I  quote  a  part  of  it : — 

Every  superintendent  and  every  teacher  knows  that  the  atmos- 
phere of  the  home  has  a  large  share  in  determining  the  attitude  of 
the  pupil  at  school.  The  home  has  the  child  in  five  or  six  determina- 
tive years  before  the  school  gets  him  at  all.  After  he  begins  his 
schooling  the  influence  of  the  home  is  predominant  for  seventeen  or 
eighteen  hours  in  the  twenty-four  hours  of  each  day,  to  the  schools 
six  or  seven.  The  natural  respect  and  love  of  the  child  for  his  par- 
ents properly  enthrone  their  standards  and  their  judgment  as  his 
ultimate  rule  and  law.  Family  feeling  asserts  itself,  and  what  his 
brother  or  sister  will  say  or  think  of  anything,  profoundly  affects  a 
young  child's  views  and  actions.  The  homes  where  prompt  obedi- 
ence is  exacted  from  the  children  by  the  parents;  the  homes  where 
intelligence  forms  the  daily  environment,  the  homes  where  things 
material  are  orderly;  the  homes  where  wholesome  food,  pure  air  and 
water,  proper  clothing,  temperate  habits,  quietness,  subordination  of 
the  trivial  to  the  important  are  insisted  upon,  where  study  and  work 
are  put  first,  and  play  and  amusement,  while  by  no  means  despised 
or  eliminated,  are  made  secondary, — such  homes  send  to  the  school- 
room pupils  who  make  teaching  almost  a  pastime  The  other  kind  of 
homes  contributes  the  difficult  problems  of  the  teacher's  experience. 
The  difference  is  felt  during  the  first  hour  of  the  first  day  of  the  first 
term  by  nearly  every  teacher.  He  knows  almost  instantly  whether 
he  has  a  hard  job  or  an  easy  one  before  him,  and  the  determining 
factor  in  nearly  every  case  is  to  be  found  in  the  homes  from  which 
the  pupils  have  come. 

To  the  many  parents  who  have  responded  to  our  efforts  to 

unite  the  home  and  school  in  mutual  helpfulness,  our  sincere 

thanks  are  extended. 

In  writing  this  report,  I  have  had  iu  mind  as  prospective 
readers,  not  only  members  of  committees,  but  the  intelligent 
citizens  of  the  towns  who  are  interested  in  the  work  and  prob- 
lems of  the  school.  As  a  further  means  of  securing  the  knowl- 
edge on  which  helpful  criticism  and  suggestion  may  be  based, 
we  invite  visits  to  the  schools  for  consultation  with  the  teachers 
and  inspection  of  the  work. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  express  my  sense  of  obligation  to  my 
associates  in  the  schools  for  their  loyal  assistance,  and  to  the 
members  of  the  several  committees  for  their  continued  confi- 
dence and  support. 

Respect  fully  submitted, 

HERBERT  J.  JONES, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Holden,  Mass.,  March  !>,  1904. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Town  Officials 

OF 


FOR  THE 

Financial  Year  Ending;  March  1,  1905, 


BARRE,  MASS.: 

MRS.   JENNIE  C.   SPOONER,   STEAM  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 
GAZETTE  OFFICE. 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1904. 


JESSE  ALLEN. 

SELECTMEN  : 

FRANK  S.  CONANT,  HARRY  B.  PARKER, 

*CARLOS    P.  HILL. 

ASSESSORS  : 

S.  H.  BULLARD,       WM.  GAFFNEY,       FRANK  NYE. 

OVERSEERS  OF   THE  POOR  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,  WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  WM.  S.  SPEAR. 

COLLECTOR  : 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD. 

TREASURER : 

FRANK  S.  CONANT. 

CONSTABLES : 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  WM.  C.  BLISS,   O.  D.  WEBBER, 
W.  M.  ROBINSON. 

AUDITOR  : 

JOHN  P.  DAY. 

FENCE  V1EWF.RS  : 

JESSE  ALLEN,  *CARLOS   P.  HILL, 

LEWIS  N.  HASKELL. 

♦Jleceaseil. 
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school  committee: 
JESSE  ALLEN,  MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS, 

HORACE  W.  LINCOLN. 

LIBRARY   TRUSTEES : 

MRS.  M.  L.  WOODIS,  ERANK  E.  DAVIS, 

JESSE  ALLEN. 

cemetery  committee  : 
*D.  R.  DEAN,    WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,    JESSE  ALLEN. 

superintendent  of    streets  : 
WILLIAM  A.  NYE. 

MEASURER   OF  WOOD  : 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD. 

CATTLE  INSPECTOR : 

SANFORD  H.  BULLARD. 

TREE  WARDEN  : 

CHARLES  H.  TROWBRIDGE. 

SEXTON  : 

JAMES  P.  FAIRBANK. 

FOREST  FIREWARD  : 

WALTER  A.  WOODIS. 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS   AND  MEASURES: 

CHARLES  M.  PACKARD. 

SCHOOL    SUPERINTENDENT  : 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 


♦Deceased. 


REPOHT  OF 

THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  financial  report  for  the 
year  ending  March  1,  1905  : 

PAID  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

TOWN  CLERK. 

Paid  town  clerk,  services,  824  15 

Copying  and  verifying  records  and  in- 
scriptions, 1  2  50 
Express  and  postage,  4  75 

  841  40 


TREASURER. 


Paid  treasurer,  services,  825  00 

Postage,  5  64 


COLLECTOR. 

Paid  collector,  services,  875  00 

Collector's  book,  1  25 

Discount  on  taxes,  104  14 

Postage,  7  00 

Printing  t;ix  bills,  1  70 


30  64 


249  09 
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SELECTMEN. 

Paid  F.  S.  Conant,  825  00 

H.  B.  Parker,  25  00 

Traveling  expenses,  16  50 

Postage  and  telephone,  2  91 

ASSESSORS. 

Paid  S.  H.  Bullard,  830  00 

Frank  Nye,  36  25 

William  Gaffney,  30  00 

Book  and  express,  3  50 

Record  of  44  deeds  and  5  probates,  7  60 

Printing  valuation  list,  20  00 

OVERSEERS    OF  l'OOR. 

Paid  for  support  of  paupers, 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Paid  for  support  of  schools, 

SUPERINTENDENT    OF  STREETS. 

Paid  for  repairing  highways  and  bridges, 

Opening  roads,  1904,  $34  14 

Opening  roads,  1905,  560  18 

1$  ALLOT    CLEHKS    AND  TELLERS. 

Paid  H.  S.  Hai  wood,  84  00 

J.  N.  Ball,  2  (10 

YV.  A.  Bushnell,  2  00 

J.  P.  Fairbanks.  2  00 

O.  I).  Tottinghain,  2  00 

A.  C.  Morse,  4  00 

E.  C.  Hunt,  2  00 


$69  41 


127  35 


292  33 


2423  39 


1291  32 


594  32 


18  oo 
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INSPECTOR    OK  CATTLE. 


Paid  S.  H.  Billiard,  1903,  824  00 

S.  H.  Bullard,  1904,  24  00 


STATE  AID. 

Paid  M.  J.  Kenner,  S60  00 

S.  Amanda  Reed,  48  00 

Horace  M.  Green,  36  00 

John  E.  Stone,  48  00 

Eliza  Caldwell.  4  00 

Henry  Guilford,  48  00 

Zenas  Tolman.  24  00 

Russell  Arnold,  18  00 


$48  00 


LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

Paid  for  support  of  town  Library,  76  92 

AUDITOR. 

Paid  John  P.  Day,  18  00 

REGISTRARS   OF  VOTERS. 

Paid  H.  B.  Parker,  S8  00 

C.  P.  Hill,  4  00 

F.  S.  Conant,  '  8  00 

Jesse  Allen,  8  00 

  28  00 


286  00 


SOLDIERS  RELIEF. 


Paid  Edward  S.  Crowd, 


60  00 
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STREET  LAMPS. 


Paid  C.  H.  Parker  &  Son.,  supplies,  $16  70 

James  C.  Bemis,  care,  26  00 

Harlan  Angier,  care  and  supplies,  31  00 


$73  70 


SEXTON. 

Paid  J.  P.  Fairbanks,  35  50 

INSPECTOR    OF  PROVISIONS. 

Paid  S.  H.  Bollard,  «-  36  75 

SHADE  TREES. 

Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  tree  warden,  15  00 

BOND    FOR    TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Lee,  Higgiuson  &  Co.,  for  collector,        $10  00 
O'Brien  &  Russell,  for  treasurer,  15  00 


FOREST    FIRE  WARDEN. 


Paid  C.  H.  Trowbridge,  $0  52 

Samuel  Sherman,  52 


25  00 


1  04 


STATE  ROAD. 

Paid  selectmen,  .178  44 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 

Care  of  cemeteries, 


82  75 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid  City  of  Worcester,  C.  L.  Lloyd,  1903  bill,  $5  10 

F.  J.  Reddican,  printing,  2  50 

Mrs.  Jennie  C.  Spooner,  printiug,  24  75 

F.  J.  Reddipan,  printing,  4  25 

D.  H.  Rice,  sheriff,  1 1  70 

Same,  3  00 

F.  S.  Conant,  supplies  on  Memorial  hall,  45  67 

W.  C.  Ayres,  labor  on  Memorial  hall,  81  54 
Town  of  Rutland,  one-half  expense  for  boundary 

stone,  3  00 

Joseph  Benway,  labor  on  culvert,  3  00 

Perry  Wood,  4  lamp  posts,  2  00 

D.  H.  Rice,  sheriff,  4  00 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  supplies  for  Memorial  hall,  12  10 
John  Gilboy,  wood,  J  10  63 
Good  Roads  Machinery  Co.,  1  No.  2  (hag  scraper,  7  31 
Edmund  Cody,  team,  2  00 

D.  H.  Rice,  Wm.  Murrlock  case,  21  90 
F.  E.  Crawford,  search  warrant,  5  10 
H.  D.  Bullard,  wood,  8  50 
F.  E.  Crawford,  search  warrant,  5  20 
George  Butler,  chimneys,  1  20 

E.  W.  Coffin,  shades  and  lamp,  3  95 

F.  E.  Davis,  care  of  hall  and  ringing  bell,  45  00 
W.  S.  Crawford,  repair  on  bell,  2  00 
H.  D.  Bullard,  wood,  4  25 
F.  S.  Conant,  express,  30 
Oakham  Village  Improvement  Society,  painting 

one-fourth  church,  46  -">3 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son,  street  lamps,  Coldbroolc,  9  48 

F.  S.  Conant,  traveling  expenses,  12  .10 

Samuel  Sherman,  mowing  common,  3  50 
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It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  make  record  of  tlie  death  of 
our  associate,  Carlos  P.  Hill,  who,  alter  a  long  and  painful  ill- 
ness, passed  away  on  August  29,  1904.  We  hereby  extend  our 
sympathy  to  relatives  and  friends  of  the  deceased.  The 
vacancy  on  the  board  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Hill,  if  filled, 
required  all  the  form  and  expense  of  a  regular  election.  The 
board,  after  due  consideration,  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  call 
a  special  meeting  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Therefore  all  special  or 
regular  business  which  the  board  had  to  consider,  when  it  was 
possible  to  do  so.  was  passed  over  to  be  acted  upon  by  a  full 
board  in  the  future  if  necessary,  or  if  so  instructed  by  the  town. 

r 

FRANK  S.  CONANT,  )  Selectmen  of 
HARRY  B.   PARKER,  j  Oakham. 


List  of  Jurors  as  Revised  by  the  Selectmen. 


Geo.  W.  Stone,       Frank  Nye,       Win.  S.  Crawford, 
Edmund  Cody,  Alfred  C.  Morse,  Henry  Bartlett, 

W.  W.  Russell,     C.  H.  Parker,    Watson  A.  Bnahnell, 
William  H.  Parkman. 


Treasurer's  Report. 


Dr. 

To  cash  balance,  $2102  06 

Auctioneer's  license,  2  00 

Butcher's  license,  1  00 

Ashes,  2  00 

City  of  Boston,  school  tuition,  172  00 

Cemetery  committee,  2  40 

Hay  from  common,  2  00 

Lead  and  paint,  '  2  38 
Walter  A.  Woodis,  lot  No.  20  in  West 

Cemetery,  10  00 

State  returns,  for  inspection  of  animals,     12  00 

State  board  of  charity,  school  tuition,  9  50 

Lyman  School,  school  tuition,  37  00 

State  road,  456  00 

Dog  fund,  146  75 

Corporation  tax,  5  22 

National  Bank  tax,  41  51 

State  aid  refunded,  288  00 

Tuition  of  children  in  small  towns,  60  CO 

Income  Massachusetts  school  fund,  627  36 

Rental  of  Memorial  hall,  44  00 

Rental  of  piano,  .  5  rtO 

Sale  of  school  supplies,  73 

Rental  of  storage  house,    <  2  00 

Interest  on  bank  deposits,  23  88 

Cash  from  collector,  3677  86 
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To  Special  Massachusetts  school  fund,  8500  00 

State,  for  school  superintendent,  250  00 

From  Caroline  M.  Maynard  legacy  for 

library,  26  92 

From  Geo.  H.  Gould  cemetery  trust 

fund,  •">  00 

From  Stephen  Lincoln  cemetery  trust 

fund,  5  00 

 S8520  07 

Cb. 

By  paying  Selectmen's  orders,  $6744  31 

Balance  in  treasury,      '  1 775  76 

 $8520  07 

<< 

CEMETERY   TRUST  FUNDS. 

Geo.  H.  Gould,  $100  00 

Daniel  A.  Dean,  100  00 

Caroline  M.  Maynard,  lr»0  00 

Stephen  Lincoln,  50  00 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Macullar,  100  00 

LEGACIES. 

Benjamin  P.  Clark,  r>03  70 

Caroline  M.  Maynard,  §50  00 

Pa'd  library  trustees,  26  92 

  823  08 


Income  from  school  fund  for  1906,  8125  56 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  S.  CON  ANT, 

Treasure/'. 


Collector's  Report. 


Dk. 

Taxes  committed  for  collection  in  1904: 

State  tax,  $275  00 

County  tax,  385  00 

Town  tax,  3728  61 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1902,  300  00 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1903,  800  00 

Interest  on  taxes,  49  25 


-So 53 7  86 


Cr. 

Paid  State  tax,  §275  00 

County  tax,  385  00 

Treasurer's  receipts,  3677  86 

Uncollected  taxes  of  1903,  300  00 

Uucollected  taxes  of  1904,  900  00 

 S5537  86 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD, 

Collector. 


V 


REPORT  OF  THE 

Superintendent    of  Streets. 


The  superintendent  of  streets  makes  the  followin 
for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1905  : 

OPENING  ROADS — 1904. 

Paid  James  Scott, 
John  Sanders, 
Thomas  Gilboy, 
George  Edsou, 
H.  D.  Billiard, 
J.  P.  Gaffney, 
Joseph  Gilboy, 
Wm.  Gaffney, 
Wm,  Park  man, 
Frank  Nye, 
J.  H.  Keep, 
George  Clarke, 
M.  M.  Butterfield, 


OPENING   ROADS — 1905. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

James  Brennen, 
Bert  Reed, 
Burt  Banks, 


g  report 


$6  65 
88 
1  49 

1  23 
6  50 

2  38 
1  55 

1  50 

2  80 
1  60 

3  92 
44 

3  20 


$34  14 


$20  99 
2  10 
6  12 
4  37 


\ 
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Paid  S.  F.  Woodis, 
J.  C.  Woodis, 
Daniel  Shea, 
Frank  Nye, 
Frank  Nye,  Jr., 
J.  H.  Keep, 
W.  W.  Russell, 
J.  P.  Day,  Jr., 
Oscar  Loring, 
C.  M.  Reed, 
W.  R.  Dean, 
IraW.  Stone, 
Harry  Loring, 
Robert  Briggs, 
J.  C.  Rawson, 
Harry  Warden, 
Timothy  O'Hearn, 
Roy  Burt, 
Samuel  Sherman, 
J.  R.  Southworth, 
G.  T.  Butterheld, 
Isadore  Snay, 
Wm.  Snay, 
J.  L.  Parmenter, 
Thomas  Gil  boy, 
.1.  E.  Gilboy, 
G.  W.  Stone, 
Henry  Grimes, 
A.  B.  Spooner, 
C.  H.  Trowbridge, 
J.  P.  Gaffney, 
T.  C.  Gatlney, 
F.  A.  Dexter, 
John  Gilboy, 


S3 

50 

1 

75 

t> 

15 

3 

06 

1 

06 

82 

88 

■> 

■11 

tj 

i)0 

1 

93 

4 

38 

5 

25 

1 

84 

g 

09 

15 

13 

30 

4 

90 

7 

32 

1 

92 

-> 

62 

7 

44 

20 

18 

'2 

71 

1 

84 

2 

■11 

4 

73 

i  1 1 
i  \  > 

14 

31 

3 

50 

12 

90 

4 

03 

31 

94 

39 

99 

22 

40 

13 

33 

16 


d  W.  B.  Green, 

$2  62 

JanifS  Gilboy, 

10  50 

Wm.  Parkman, 

o  on 
8  61 

John  Dwelley, 

3  93 

Thomas  Winter, 

bA 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

6  38 

Patrick  O'Donnell, 

A  OA 

W.  McClanathan, 

62 

H.  W.  Lincoln, 

1  C  DO 
YD 

George  Edson, 

o  o  o 
6  oi 

H.  A.  Crawford, 

13  70 

Win.  Gaffney, 

23  62 

David  Hallo-well, 

Edwin  Green, 

2  27 

Robert  Dwelley, 

1  OQ 

1  Ao 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

A  AO 

George  Morse, 

bl 

S.  H.  Haskell, 

12  17  , 

W.  C.  Dunn, 

78 

Martin  White, 

30  97 

Wm.  H.  Bullard, 

2  62 

A.  C.  Morse, 

2  10 

J.  C.  Rutherford, 

6  08 

E.  H.  Dwellej, 

70 

N.  J.  Green, 

2  01 

James  Scott, 

33  95 

S.  H.  Bullard, 

18  15 

F.  N.  Fobes, 

3  06 

Peter  White, 

4  02 

B.  P.  Woods, 

2  85 

G.  A.  Briggs, 

5  08 

$560  28 
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REPAIRING   HIGHWAY— 1904. 


Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

$427  09 

H.  D.  Bullard, 

171  58 

Patrick  Cumruings, 

87  20 

L.  P.  Green, 

116  30 

Edwin  Green, 

59  24 

J.  (J.  Woodis, 

98  do 

Burpee  Banks, 

40  25 

B.  P.  Woodis, 

16  28 

W.  H.  Boyd, 

25  73 

C.  J.  Rutherford, 

1  50 

Walter  Woodis, 

1  00 

Wallace  Grimes, 

11  75 

Ross  Bros., 

5  15 

C.  H.  Parker  &  Son, 

1  90 

John  Gilboy, 

1  75 

F.  E.  Loving, 

5  25 

Lewis  Geoffrey, 

7  45 

Paul  Wheeler, 

3  65 

Alfred  Morse, 

6  50 

81087  92 

BRIDGES  AND  OTHER  REPAIRS. 

Material  for  same. 

Paid  W.  A.  Nye, 

$80  36 

Edwin  Green, 

8  75 

L.  P.  Green, 

12  25 

J.  C.  Woodis, 

8  75 

Perry  Wood, 

28  79 

Walter  Dean, 

37  11 

2 
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Paid  R.  F.  Parker,  $11  25 

S.  H.  Bullard,  16  25 


$203  40 


The  guide  posts  and  boards  are  erected  and  maintained  as 
required  by  law,  and  are  in  good  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  A.  NYE, 

Street  Superintendent. 


REPORT   OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  of  the  POOR. 


for  aid  furnished  Almira  Woodis, 

$99 

55 

Aid  furnished  Charles  Winslow, 

116 

01 

Burial  of  Thomas  Rogers, 

10 

00 

Pauper  Register, 

6 

50 

Poor  Farm  Association, 

11 

72 

Care  of  tramps, 

6 

75 

Jesse  Allen,  overseer, 

21 

50 

Wm.  S.  Crawford,  overseer, 

10 

00 

Wm.  S.  Spear,  overseer, 

8 

00 

Postage,  telephoning  and  express, 

'  2 

30 

  8292  33 

The  buildings  of  the  "Poor  Farm  Association"  were  entirely 
consumed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  Feb.  20,  1904.  The  Associa- 
tion was  formed  in  1890,  and  has  proved  a  great  blessing  to  all 
the  towns  belonging  thereto. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


JESSE  ALLEN,  )  Ocerseers 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  f  of  the 
WM.  S.  SPEAR,  )  Poor. 


FREE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Dr. 


Balance  on  hand, 
Fines  and  sale  of  cards. 
From  C.  Mayuard  legacy, 
Town  appropriation, 

Cr. 

Paid  F.  E.  Davis,  librarian, 

G.  N.  Briggs,  exchanging  books  for 

Coldbrook, 
New  books, 

Express,  postage  and  supplies, 
Cash  on  hand, 

Number  of  volumes  in  library, 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  year, 
Discarded, 
Circulation, 

Largest  number  charged  in  one  day, 
Smallest  number  charged  in  one  day, 
Number  of  persons  taking  books, 

The  library  has  been  thoroughly  revised  a 
prepared. 


Sll  57 
4  01 

26  92 
50  00 

  $92  50 

$•25  00 

25  00 

26  !)2 
3  02 

12  56 


1282 
105 
81 

1000 
38 
13 
'J2 


Ml  NX  IK  L.  WOOD 
FRANK  E.  DAVIS, 
JESSE  ALLEN, 


Library 
Trustees. 


REPORT    OF  THE 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 


Paid  for  general  care  of  west  cemetery, 

General  care  and   resetting    stones,  southwest 

cemetery, 
General  care  of  south  cemetery, 
Improvements  on  Gould  &  Lincoln  lots, 
Painting  old  cemetery  fence, 


$32  75 

Our  cemeteries  have  been  better  cared  for  during  the  past 
season  than  ever  before.  The  number  of  lots  provided  with 
perpetual  care  is  increasing  year  b}7  year.  Such  lots  will  doubt- 
less be  cared  for  with  the  lawn  mower  the  coming  season.  Any 
lots  not  thus  provided  for  will  receive  the  same  care,  if  desired, 
for  a  reasonable  sum,  on  application  to  the  cemetery  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


86  50 

10  50 

2  00 
10  00 

3  75 


JESSE  ALLEN,  \  Cemetery 

WM.  S.  CRAWFORD,  J  Committee. 


REPOHT    OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


STATISTICS. 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  98 

Average  membership,  84.5 

Average  attendance,  79.8 

Per  cent  of  attendance,  94.4 

APPROPRIATIONS   AND   OTHER  RESOURCES. 

Balance  on  hand  of  State  school  fund,  $500  00 

Support  of  school,  1000  00 

School  superintendent,  70  00 

State  return  for  school  superintendent,  250  00 

Received  from  dog  tax  refunded,  14G  75 

State  school  fund,  627  36 

Education  of  State  children,  46  50 

Education  of  Boston  children,  172  00 

High  school  tuition  refunded,  60  00 

Sale  of  school  supplies,  73 


$2873  34 

Special  State  school  fund,  SoOO  00 


23 


SCHOOL  EXPENSES. 

SALARIES. 

Superintendent  H.  J.  Jones, 
Florence  E.  Bothwell, 
Mrs.  Minnie  M.  Day, 
Mrs.  Minnie  G.  Woodis, 
Ruth  E.  Butterfield, 
Alma  G.  Russell, 
Blanche  E.  Packard, 
Nellie  Gueley, 

Ethel  Harwood,  musical  instructor, 
C.  E.  Keyes,  musical  instructor, 

TRANSPORTATION. 

J.  H.  Keep, 
A.  H.  Draper, 
Mrs.  K.  Gueley, 

SUPPLIES. 

Supplies, 

FUEL. 

James  Sbeern, 
W.  W.  Russell, 
J.  W.  Knight, 
W.  R,  Dean, 
L.  S.  Green, 
H.  D.  Bullard, 
L.  P.  Bushnell, 
Walter  Woodis, 
O.  D.  Webber, 
A.  B.  Spooner, 


$320  00 
320  00 
320  00 
210  00 
320  00 
187  00 
100  00 

77  00 

25  40 
'2  00 
 $1881  40 


$33  38 
42  75 
G  88 
  $83  01 

$126  63 

$9  56 

6  00 
15  00 

9  50 
13  50 
29  75 
21  25 

8  00 

6  00 

5  00 
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CARE  OF  HOUSES. 


S.  R.  Dean, 
W.  Pollarri, 
W.  Wood, 
M.  Butterfield, 
Alma  Rnssel), 
Lottie  Thresher, 
E.  Bullard, 


City  of  Worcester, 


L.  S.  Green, 
W.  W.  Russell, 
W.  S.  Crawford, 


TUITION. 


REPAIRS. 


845  50 

5  00 
3  00 

6  00 
6  00 
3  50 
3  00 


$0  50 
60 
10  95 


$72  00 


$r,o  oo 


$12  05 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Jesse  Allen,  services, 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  services, 

H.  W.  Lincoln, 


Total, 


$39  74 
13  00 
12  00 


-  $(54  74 
$24-23  39 


Respectfully  submitted, 


JESSE  ALLEN,  )    ...  , 

MINNIE  L.  WOODIS,  V   '  ... 
H.W.LINCOLN,  $  Committee. 


25 


ROLL    OF  HOJSTOR. 

NEITHER   ABSENT   NOR  TARDY. 
CENTER  SCHOOLS. 

One  Term. —  Harlan  d  Angier,  Frankie  Nye,  Irna  Clifford, 
Florence  Draper,  Mary  O'Donnell,  Catherine  O'Don- 
nell,  Pauline  Homer,  Archie  Marshall,  John  Marshall, 
Freddie  Nye,  Raymond  Thresher. 

Two  Terms. — Wilbur  Dexter,  Alice  Yeo,  Blauche  Yeo,  Ida 
Yeo,  Leone  Boyd,  Annie  Christiansen,  James  Garland, 
Frankie  Stone,  Edwin  Bullard,  Alice  Bullard. 

Three  Terms. —  Mildred  Burt,  Alice  Loring,  Orvis  Bauks,  Carl 
Christiansen,  Nellie  Hale. 

COLDBROOK  SCHOOL. 

One  Term. —  William  Wood,  Nellie  Cook,  Wesley  Cook,  Susie 
Winslow,  Ada  Wood,  Florence  Boucher,  Morton  But- 
terfield. 

Two  Terms. —  Evelyn  Cody,  Leroy  Munroe,  Marion  Winslow, 

Ernest  Boucher. 
Three  Terms. —  James  Bemis,  Ralph  Cody. 

WEST  .SCHOOL. 
One  Term. —  Francis  Gaffnoy,  Annie  Gafihey,  Peter  Scott. 
Three  Terms. —  James  Kenney,  Freddie  Kenney. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

One  Term. —  Bernard  Dean,  Herman  Dean,  Alice  Keep,  May 
Robinson,  Charles  Keep,  John  Robinson,  Hazel  Robin- 
son, Donald  Rutherford,  Frank  Bartlett. 

Two  Terms.  — Ruth  Hallo  well,  Helena  Rutherford. 

Three  Terms.— Willie  Pollarri. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

This  certifies  that  I  have  examined  and  approved  the 
accounts  of  the  selectmen,  overseers  of  poor,  school  com- 
mittee, road  commissioner,  tax  collector,  treasurer,  library 
trustees  and  cemetery  committee,  and  have  found  them  to  be 
correct. 

Yours  respectfully, 


JOHN  P.  DAY, 

Auditor. 


TOWN   CLERK'S  REPORT  OF 

BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  and  DEATHS 

For  the  Year  1904. 


BIRTHS. 

DATE.  CHILD'S  NAME.  PARENTS. 

Jan.      4    Daughter  (Anna  Elizabeth)  to  James  and  Mary 

[Leyden. 

Mar.      4    Son  (William  Leo)  to  Martin  and  Lizzie  White. 

June    13    Daughter  (Enola  Florice)  to  Charles  S.  and  Flora 

[Clifford. 

July     20    Son  (Robert  E.)  to  George  and  Mary  Edson. 
Aug.      1    Son  (Frank  Henry)  to  Charles  and  Mary  Post. 
Sept.    29    Daughter  (Helena  Margaret)  to  William  and  Mary 

[Gaffney. 

Dec.      6    Son  (Harold  Eugene)  to  Walter  and  Mabel  Bullard. 

MARRIAGES. 

Mar.    22  John  P.  Day  to  .Minnie  M.  Mellen. 

22  F.  Arthur  Fullam  to  Edna  A.  Hoyd. 

30  George  H.  Morse  to  Lillian  Manning. 

July     23  Walter  M.  Clifford  to  Jennie  G.  Creuner. 

Nov.    15  Fred  T.  Parkman  to  Mary  E.  Cmnmings. 
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DEATHS. 


Y. 

M. 

D. 

Feb. 

t> 

Chester  J.  Cleveland, 

37 

2 

5 

16 

Mrs.  Charlotte  E.  Dean, 

GO 

0 

28 

20 

David  H.  Nye. 

82 

1 

25 

24 

Mrs.  Adeline  R.  Allen, 

77 

y 

24 

28 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Ayres, 

s-> 

Oi 

20 

■>Q 
.. .  t 

Tpmviifl  P  Fove!l. 

68 

8 

15 

Mar. 

1  1 1 

10 

Asauei  rsuiiaici, 

72 

1 1 

27 

1  t 

71 

3 

0 

25 

Edwin  C.  Spooner. 

80 

2 

20 

April 

7 

Mrs.  Eliza  P.  Caldwell, 

95 

y 

23 

Kenneth  M.  Dean, 

0 

n 

24 

28 

Mrs.  Sybil  barrney, 

V  r 

o 

Ail0". 

29 

Carlos  P.  Hill, 

57 

8 

14 

Sept. 

20 

rvooen  Jii.  iMiboij, 

o 

■> 

0 

Oct. 

22 

Delle  Parker, 

24 

0 

A 

u 

25 

Mrs.  Lois  Needham, 

53 

9 

0 

Dec. 

19 

William  N.  Brown, 

72 

0 

1  5 

Buried  in  Town. 

April 

30 

Mrs.  Lucena  A.  Fobes, 

75 

9 

13 

Nov. 

5 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  II.  Upton. 

85 

5 

0 

Dec. 

3 

Mrs.  Alice  M.  Hall. 

49 

5 

0 

Number  of  voters  :   Male.  113;  female.  11. 

Number  of  dogs  licensed.  71.     Male.  61.     Female.  10. 


JESSE  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 


Warrant  for  Town  Meeting. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

WORCESTER,  SS. 

To  William  S.  Crawford,  .or  either  of  the  constables  of  the 
town  of  Oakham,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Oakham,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  uud  in  town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  town  hall,  known  as  "Memorial  Hall,"  on  Monday, 
the  third  day  of  April  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit: 

Article  1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article  2d.  To  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  several  town 
orticers  and  act  thereon. 

Article  .'5d.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  three  Selectmen, 
one  for  three  years,  one  for  two  years,  one  for  one  year,  three 
Assessors,  one  for  three  years,  one  for  two  years,  one  for  one 
year,  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  one  for  three  years,  one  for 
two  years,  one  for  one  year,  one  School  Committee,  one  Library 
Trustee  for  three  j'ears,  one  Cemetery  Committee  for  three 
years,  one  for  one  year  to  fill  vacancy,  Collector  of  Taxes, 
Treasurer,  three  Fence  Viewers,  six  Constables,  Tree  Warden 
and  Auditor  for  one  year.  Also  to  vote  "Yes"  or  "No"  in 
answer  to  the  question,  "Shall  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
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intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?"  all  on  one  ballot.  Ballot 
to  be  folded  as  received,  when  presented  for  deposit  in  the 
ballot  box.  The  polls  to  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon and  may  be  closed  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Article  4th.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  and 
committees  for  the  ensuing  year  not  required  to  be  elected  by 
ballot. 

Art:cle  5th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
their  Treasurer  and  Collector. 

Article  Oth.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  money  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  needy  soldiers,  as  required 
under  Chapter  79,  Revised  Laws,  Sections  18  and  19,  1902. 

Article  7th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  bonding  their  officials. 

Article  8th.  To  see  what  compensation  the  town  will  allow 
for  men  and  teams  in  repairing  highways  and  opening  roads  for 
ensuing  year. 

Article  9th.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  defray  town  charges  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  make 
appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  10th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  treas- 
urer, with  approval  of  the  selectmen,  to  borrow  such  sums  of 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  11th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  as  prepared  by  the  selectmen. 

Article  12th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  collecting  taxes 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  1 3th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  employ  some  person 
to  care  for  the  Town  Hall  and  ring  bell  for  the  ensuing  year,  or 
pass  any  vote  relative  thereto. 
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Article  14th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept,  as 
a  gift,  a  town  clock,  to  be  placed  on  the  Congregational  church, 
and  also  to  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  keep  said  clock  in  per- 
petual care  after  same  has  been  installed  on  said  church. 

Article  15th.  To  determine  the  manner  of  supporting 
paupers  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  16th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  lighting 
the  street  lamps  the  ensuing  year,  or  pass  any  vote  relative 
thereto. 

Article  17th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  provide  for  the 
establishment  of  the  bounds  of  the  "Town  Common,"  or  pass 
any  vote  relative  thereto. 

Article  18th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  purchase  a  newr 
hearse,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  19th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  place  shut- 
ters in  the  windows  of  Memorial  hall  building. 

Article  20th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  a  trust  fund 
of  $100  from  Mrs.  Martha  M.  Maccullar,  for  the  perpetual  care 
of  the  Cheney  Reed  lot  in  the  South  cemetery. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
three  attested  copies  thereof,  one  at  each  of  the  Post  Offices, 
and  one  at  the  Congregational  meeting  house,  in  said  town, 
seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting  as  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  in 
this  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five. 

FRANK  S.  CONANT,  )  Selectmen 
HARRY  B.  PARKER,  I  of 

)  Oakham. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  SCHOOLS 


l-OR  THE 


CENTRAL  WORCESTER  UNION 

TOWNS  : 

HOLDEN,  OAKHAM,  PAXTON,  RUTLAND 
WORCESTER  COUNTY,  MASS. 


MARCH,  1905 


THE  CENTRAL  WORCESTER  UNION. 


The  union  was  formed  July  16,  1900.  The  services  and  salary  of 
the  superintendent  are  shared  as  follows:  Holden,  five-tenths; 
Oakham,  two-tenths;  Rutland,  two-tenths;  and  Paxton,  one-tenth. 
The  superintendent's  year  begins  Aug.  1.  Thirty-three  teachers  are 
employed  in  thirty-one  schools.  The  chairman  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee is  Jesse  Allen  of  Oakham,  and  the  secretary  is  Mrs.  Addie  M. 
Holden  of  Holden  The  members  of  the  various  committees,  with 
the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms,  are  shown  below: 


HOLDEN. 

Term  Expires. 

Mrs.  Addie  M.  Holden,  secretary,   1905 

William  J.  Powers   1905 

James  A.  Holden,  chairman,   1906 

Mrs.  Martha  E.  Graham,   1906 

Mrs.  Anna  P.  Fay,   1907 

T.  Walter  Howe,  1907 

OAKHAM. 

Term  Expires 

Mrs.  Minnie  L.  Woodis,  secretary,  1905 

Jesse  Allen,  chairman,    .       .    -  1906 

H    W.  Lincoln,  1907 

RUTLAND. 

Term  Expires. 

Dennis  E.  Smith,  chairman,  .  .....  1905 

William  C  Temple,  secretary,  .  ■  .  •  .  .  .  1906 
Louis  M.  Han  ft  ...  ...  1907 

PAXTON. 

Term  Expires 

Henry  S.  Streeter,  1906 

Mrs.  Susie  E.  Flint   1907 

Lewis  S.  Clapp,  .   1908 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committees  of  Holden,  Oakham,  Paxton  and  Rut- 
la  n  d : 

My  fifth  annual  report  as  jour  superintendent  of  schools 
is  herewith  presented.  I  trust  that  the  report  may  prove  of 
interest,  not  only  to  you,  but  also  to  the  large  body  of  intel- 
ligent, public-spirited  citizens,  of  whom  you  are  the  chosen 
representatives. 

In  any  group  of  schools  there  are  usually  some  weak  spots 
due  to  the  teachers'  deficiencies  in  power  to  manage  or  to 
teach,  to  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  parents,  or  to  other 
causes.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  such  ''weak  spots"  in  the 
schools  of  this  union  are  fewer  in  number  and  less  serious 
in  character  than  at  any  time  since  I  began  my  work  among 
you.  The  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  harmonious 
and  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  all  connected  with  the 
schools,  and  as  a  result  of  such  effort  considerable  progress 
may  be  reported. 

ATTENDANCE. 


In,  the  "summary"  inserted  below,  and  in  the  detailed 
tables  which  follow,  the  reader  is  asked  to  note  particularly 

SUMMARY  OF  ATTENDANCE. 
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m 
3 

o 

a 

Oakham. 

Paxton.  | 

Rutland.  1 

Total. 

No.  enrolled  since  September  1,  1904.. 

549 

98 

84 

264 

995 

522.7 

84.5 

71.0 

224.9 

904 

Average  attendance  for  year  

476.3 

79.8 

63.9 

201.7 

821.7 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  year  

91.1 

94.4 

88.9 

89.7 

91 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  last  year.. 

89.1 

92.2 

85.7. 

85.6 

88.1 

STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

HOLDEN. 


Schools. 


High  School. 


Center  Grammar.. 


Center  Primary... ■ 


i 


Jefferson,  Higher 


Jefferson,  Room  4. 


Jefferson,  Room  3. 


Jefferson,  Room  2. 


Jefferson,  Room  1. 


Chaffln  Grammar..  - 


Chaffin  Primary...  - 


Quinapoxet 
Grammar 


Quinapoxet  I 
Primary     f  " 


North  Woods. 


Sprlngdale. 


Dawson . 


South  


Unlonvllle . 


Teachers. 


A.  K.  Learned,  Prin 
Marion  E.  Bascom, 

Assistant 


Marion  L.  Mann. 
Marlon  L.  Mann. 
Marion  L.  Mann. 


Margery  A,  Rice. 
Margery  A.  Rice. 
Margery  A.  Rice. 


Adella  L.  Adams. 
Adella  L.  Adams. 
Adella  L.  Adams. 

Clara  K.  Bascom. 
Clara  K.  Bascom. 
Clara  K.  Bascom. 


Elizabeth  Hoxie. . . 
Esther  C.  Hendricks. 
Esther  C.  Hendricks 

Esther  C.  Hendricks. 
Laura  L.  Chenery. 
Laura  L.  Chenery. 

Mary  L.  Gove  


Marion  E.  Jones. 
Marion  E.  Jones. 
L.  Ula  Skelton.. 


Mabel  C.  Reid.... 
Mabel  C.  Reid.... 
Ella  O.  Petersen. 


Ida  G.  Abbott. 
Ida  G.  Abbott. 
Ida  G.  Abbott. 


A.  Florence  Kirby  .. 
A.  Florence  Kirby. . . 
A.  Florence  Kirby. . . 


Margaret  V.  Gray . . . 
Margaret  V.  Gray . . . 
Margaret  V.  Gray... 


Mary  G.  Cahill. 
Mary  G.  Cahill. 
Mary  (i.  Cahill. 


M.  Agnes  Dolan. . 
M.  Agnes  Dolan. . 
M.  Agues  Dolan. . 


Sadie  I.  Packard . 
Sadie  I.  Packard. 
Sadie  1.  Packard. 


May  K.  Lamhcrton . 
Agnes  L.  K  irby . . . . 
Agnes  L.  Kirby  


Terms, 
1904 -'05 


Spring  . 

Fall 

Winter. 

Spring  . 
Fall  .... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 
Fall  .... 
Winter . 

Spring 
Fall .... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall 

Winter. 

Spring  . 
Fall  .... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 
Fall  ... 
Winter . 

Spring  . 
Fall  .... 
Winter. 


Spring  . 
Fall  .... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 
Fall .... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 
Fall  .... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall 

Winter. 


Spring  . 
Fall  .... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 

Fall 

Winter. 


Spring  . 

Fall 

Winter. 

Spring  . 

ill  .... 
Winter. 

Spring  . 
"  nil  .... 
Winter. 


6  a 
fe- 


ll 

16 
12 

13 


12 
16 


12 

in 


12 
16 


ti  J. 
c  .3 

5s 


51 .3 
59.0 
50.7 

38.8 
34.4 
34.1 

36.0 
41.0 

40.6 

15.0 
22.4 
21.4 

34.5 
40.1 
34.7 

35.8 
39.5 
38.6 

38.7 
41.4 
38.6 

33.0 


29.3 
31.9 
31.7 

27.9 
26.6 
26.1 

28.6 
29.2 
25.8 

34.0 
33.0 
32.0 

22.4 
22.3 
22.3 

20.3 
20.5 
21 .5 

17.1 
17.2 
17.9 

24.8 

20.  H 

24.0 
24.2 
2 1  H 


03  53 
tit  C 


C  « 

o  a 


45.8 
55.5 
50.2 

36.4 
32.4 
29.7 

33.0 
38.0 
35.3 


89.  l 
94.0 
88.5 

93.8 
94.2 
87.1 

91. 
92. 
86. 


14.0 
10.8  92.7 
83. £ 


1 

31.7 
37.8 


91.  S 
94.1 
.4  90.5 

92.0 
95.3 
84.5 


36. 
38.  i 


31.5 


93.6 
93.7 
74.6 


26.6 
29.8 
28.3 

26.5 
24.9 
19.9 

26.1 
27.8 
24.7 

30.3 
30.8 
30.5 

21.7 
19.7 
20.6 

19.2 
18.7 
17.1 

16.1 
15.9 
15.1 

23.9 
19.9 
18.7 

21 .1 
21.7 
21.1 


91.2 
93.4 
90.4 

93.5 
94.5 
76.2 

91.1 

93.2 
95.8 

90.0 
94.0 
94.0 

96.8 
88.3 
92.3 

94.4 

91.2 
83.4 

94.3 
93.5 
84.5 

90.3 
97.4 
89.8 

HH.l 
H9.4 

hi.:, 


PAXTON. 


Schools. 


Grammar  . 


Intermediate 


Primary 


Teachers. 


Jennie  R.  Bnrnham 
Jennie  K.  Burnham 
Jennie  R.  Burnham 

M.  Alice  Converse . . 
M.  Alice  Converse.. 
M.  Alice  Converse... 


Annie  C.  Pottle  

Minnie  F.  Hodgkins. 
Minnie  F.  Hodgkins. 


Terms 
1904-05. 


SpriDg 
Fall  . . . 
Winter 

Spring 
Fall  ... 
Winter 

Spring 
Fall  . . . 
Winter 


6  a 
55 


13.2 
18.4 
18.9 

25.7 
28.fi 
'27.3 

22.8 
33.2 
27.6 


ii  a 
o  a 


11.7 
17.6 
17.0 

21.5 
26.4 
24.4 

20.3 
30.0 
22.9 


a  a 


88.3 
93.3 


92 . 2 
89*1 

89.0 
90.5 
82.5 


RUTLAND. 


Spring  . 

14 

17 

3 

16 

6 

96 

0 

Fall  .  .  , 

11 

27 

3 

24 

4 

89 

4 

Winter . . 

16 

28 

3 

25 

2 

88 

Spring  . . 

1 2 

32 

5 

30 

4 

90 

3 

Fall 

11 

46 

9 

43 

0 

91 

6 

Winter. . 

9 

43 

5 

38 

1 

87 

4 

Spring  . . 

12 

44 

8 

40 

5 

90 

4 

Fall 

11 

36 

8 

33 

4 

90 

6 

Winter. . 

9 

34 

9 

30 

4 

87 

0 

Spring  . . 

12 

31 

5 

28 

9 

91 

2 

Pall  .... 

11 

24 

2 

27 

ii 

94 

6 

Winter. . 

9 

30 

6 

27 

5 

89 

1 

Spring  .. 

1 2 

31 

1 

3 

85 

8 

Fall .... 

11 

29 

26 

91 

4 

Winter. . 

9 

24 

7 

19 

5 

79 

1 

Spring 

12 

26 

7 

24 

7 

92 

0 

Fall  , . 

11 

32 

7 

27 

1 

84 

0 

Winter. . 

9 

30 

5 

24 

5 

80 

0 

Spring  . . 

13 

34 

0 

31 

0 

88 

0 

Fall 

11 

33 

6 

30 

0 

92 

7 

Winter. . 

9 

33 

7 

29 

0 

86 

0 

High  School 


Center  Grammar.  - 


Center  J 
Intermediate  | 


Center,  2d  Prim. . 


Center,  1st  Prim. 


North  Rutland. 


i 


West  Rutland 


Bertram  A.  Albro, 

Principal 

Edna  H.  Johnson, 

Assistant 


Elrie  P.  Newcomb. 
Katie  L.  Johnson.. 
Katie  L.  Johnson.. 


Martha  E.  Bemis. 
Martha  E.  Bemis. 
Martha  E.  Bemis. 


Mary  E.  Carpenter  . . 
Mary  E.  Carpenter  .. 
Mary  E.  Carpenter  .. 

Ethel  C.  Wetherbee. 
Ethel  C.  Wetherbee. 
Blanche  Kelley  


M.  Louise  Spencer.. 
M.  Louise  Spencer.. 
M.  Louise  Spencer.. 


Genevieve  Doran. 


OAKHAM. 


Florence  E.  Bothwell. 

Spring  . . 

10 

17 

1 

16 

4 

96 

0 

10 

Center  Gramma  r.  j 

Florence  E.  Bothwell. 

Fall  

17 

8 

17 

4 

96 

0 

18 

Florence  E.  Bothwell. 

Winter. . 

5 

20 

7 

92 

0 

94.7 

38 

Mrs.  Minnie  M.  Day.. 

Spring  .. 

22 

9 

2° 

4 

96 

6 

1 

Center  Prima  ry. . .  -j 

Mrs.  Minnie  M.  Day.. 

Fall  . ..  . 

17 

9 

17 

3 

96 

0 

4 

Mrs.  Minnie  M.  Day.. 

Winter . . 

15 

7 

14 

5 

92 

5 

95.0 

7 

Blanche  E.  Packard. . 

Spring  . . 

15 

2 

14 

7 

96 

0 

Ruth  E.  Butter  field.  • 

Fall  

17 

2 

16 

1 

95 

3 

3 

Ruth  E.  Buttertield.. 

Winter . . 

15 

9 

15 

3 

96 

95^' 

4 

Mrs.  Minnie  G.Woodis 

Spring  . . 

17 

3 

15 

9 

91 

9 

South  -j 

Mrs.  Minnie  G.  Wood  is 

Fall  

19 

:i 
1 

18 

8 

97 

4 

9 

Nellie  E.  Gueley  

Winter . . 

19 

17 

n 

86 

0 

91.8 

12 

Ruth  E.  Butte rfleld. . 

Spring  . . 

13 

ii 

12 

T, 

96 

0 

0 

West  | 

Alma  G.  Russell  

Fall  .  . 

11 

3 

10 

1 

92 

24 

Winter.. 

11 

4 

9 

84 

s 

91 .0 

53 
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the  "per  cent,  of  attendance."  These  figures  are  the  best  in- 
dication of  the  degree  to  which  the  members  of  the  schools 
actually  enjoy  their  privileges.  For  example,  Rutland's  per 
cent,  for  the  year,  S9.7,  means  that  for  each  one  hundred 
pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  more  than  ten  are  absent 
every  day.  • 

Secretary  Martin  says:  "Where  the  absences  average  ten 
per  cent,  year  after  year,  there  is  indication  of  looseness  of 
administration."  For  five  years  at  least  there  has  been  this 
average  absence  in  two  of  our  towns.  In  that  time  Oakham 
has  never  glone  below  92,  and  this  year  its  per  cent,  is  94.4. 
With  equal  interest  on  the  part  of  parents  and  children, 
other  towns  should  approach  that  figure. 

As  usual,  a  large  part  of  the  absence  is  chargeable  to  a 
comparatively  few  families.  I  shall  furnish  the  committees 
a  list  of  those  pupils  who  have  been  absent  unexcused  for 
more  than  ten  half  days  in  a  period  of  six  months.  For  the 
parents  of  such  children  the  law  provides  a  penalty.  I  pre- 
sume that  Mr.  Martin  has  in  mind,  in  his  remark  quoted 
above  about  "looseness  of  administration,"  the  failure  to  deal 
properly  with  such  parents.  Some  special  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  truant  officers  is  doubtless  needed  among  us. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  "summary"  shows  an  in-  . 
crease  in  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  over  last  year  in  every 
town.  With  the  exception  of  one  town,  Holden,  for  one  year, 
the  per  cent,  is  larger  than  in  any  previous  year  of  my  super- 
vision. The  average  for  the  uniion,  91,  is  the  same  as  the 
State  average  last  reported.  With  continuance  of  effort  on 
the  part  of  interested  parents,  and  with  proper  attention 
given  to  the  negligent  ones,  we  hope  another  year  may  show 
a  still  greater  gain.  A  large  reduction  of  the  number  of 
cases  lof  tardiness,  recorded  in  the  last  column  of  the  tables, 
is  also  very  desirable,  and  united  effort  to  that  end  will  be 
eougbl  during  the  coming  year. 

TOWN  NOTES. 

I  here  insert  some  notes  regarding  particular  towns.  Fol- 
lowing these  will  be  found  other  matter  which  is  of  inten-st 
|"0  the  citizens  of  the  entire  superintendency  union.  , 


HOLDEN. 


Attendance. — An  increase  of  thirty-one  in  the  average  mem- 
bership of  the  schools,  and  of  two  per  cent,  in  the  per  cent,  of 
attendance,  is  pleasant  to  note.  At  North  Woods  the  school 
was  closed  for  two  weeks  on  account  of  scarlet  fever  in  one 
family.  The  teacher,  Miss  Gray,  has  generously  made  up  the 
lost  time  at  her  own  expense. 

Failure  to  warm  rooms  often  affects  attendance.  Aside 
from  some  complaint  at  the  Centre,  no  trfouble  from  that 
source  has  been  experienced.  Mr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  janitor 
at  Jefferson,  deserves  special  mention  for  his  care  and  faith- 
fulness for  this  and  many  winters. 

Holden  parents  are  requested  to  run  their  eyes  down  the 
last  column  in  the  table,  and  to  resolve  that  there  shall  be 
less  tardiness  next  year.  I  see  no  good  reason  for  more 
anywhere  than  the  Chaffin  schools  show. 

Teachers. — At  Jefferson,  the  suggestion  mentioned  in  this 
report  last  year  was  carried  out,  and  in  September  the  five 
rooms  were  condensed  to  four,  with  two  grades  in  each  room. 
This  makes  one  less  teacher  employed  in  the  town,  the  num- 
ber njow  being  seventeen.  Of  these,  seven  have  been  engaged 
during  the  year.  Nearly  all  who  have  left  us  accepted  more 
attractive  positions  elsewhere.  The  last  to  leave  was  Miss 
Mabel  C.  Reid,  who  had  served  in  the  primary  room  at  Chaffin 
for  seven  years.  On  account  of  her  long  service  and  marked 
efficiency,  her  loss  was  particularly  regretted.  All  the  new 
teachers  have  proved  successful. 

The  High  School. — The  following  received  the  diploma  of  the 
school  in  June  last:  Annie  C.  Buck,  Mary  A.  David,  Ervin  L. 
Maynard,  Delia  S.  Scott,  Luella  Morrow,  Martha  T.  Lindgren, 
Jennie  L.  M.  Hendricks,  Daniel  M.  Shewbrooks,  Sarah  B. 
Marsh. 

No  class  will  be  graduated  next  June,  no  class  having  en- 
tered in  1901.  It  is  expected  that  about  twenty  pupils  will 
enter  the  ninth  grade  next  September,  thus  making  five 
classes  in  the  school,  with  about  eighty  pupils  in  all.  It  is 
evident  that  the  employment  of  a  third  teacher  will  be  ini- 
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perative,  if  the  present  efficiency  of  the  school  is  to  be  main- 
tained. Of  course  all  citizens  of  Efolden  will  rejoice  at  the 
growth  of  the  high  school,  and  will  cheerfully  provide  the 
funds  for  the  needed  increase  of  the  teaching  force. 

All  but  ten  of  the  pupils  in  the  high  school  classes  are 
taking  the  Latin  course.  With  the  present  teaching  force 
it  is  found  impracticable  to  give  those  not  taking  Latin  the 
full  equivalent  of  that  subject  in  other  lines.  The  English 
course  should  be  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  more  work 
in  science  and  history  than  is  now  offered.  When  a  third 
teacher  is  employed  this  improvement  may  be  made. 

RUTLAND. 

Attendance. — The  summary  shows  a  decrease  of  ten  in  the 
average  membership,  but  the  same  average  attendance  as 
last  year.    The  regularity  of  attendance  is  therefore  greater. 

The  difficulty  experienced  last  winter  in  warming  the  rooms 
at  the  Centre  has  been  entirely  removed,  and  this  has  favor- 
ably affected  attendance.  A  glance  at  the  tables  will  show 
great  need  of  further  improvement.  The  town  still  loses 
more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  its  school  investment  through  non- 
attendance. 

Teachers. — Of  the  eight  teachers  on  the  list  a  year  ago,  just 
one,  the  principal  of  the  high  school,  remains  in  our  service. 
All  who  left  us,  except  one,  were  called  to  more  lucrative  posi- 
tions elsewhere.  Our  short  school  year,  the  moderate  weekly 
salary  we  pay,  and  the  high  cost  of  living  in  Rutland  con- 
spire to  make  it  easy  for  other  towns  to  win  away  our  good 
teachers.  Melrose,  Attleboro,  Xatick,  Millbury,  and  Gardner 
have  each  taken  one  or  more  teachers  from  Rutland  within 
two  years. 

It  is  evident  that  our  progress  is  seriously  hampered  by 
frequent  changes  of  teachers.  We  ought  to  have  for  our  own 
children  the  increased  teaching  power  which  lengthened  ser- 
vice alone  can  give.  I  see  no  way  to  retain  superior  teachers 
except  through  an  increase  of  salaries.  For  the  present  I 
strongly  recommend  that  the  increase  lake  the  form  of  a 
lengthened  school  year.     With  three  or  four  weeks  added  to 


9 


the  present  thirty-two  weeks,  our  positions  would  gain  some- 
what in  attractiveness  to  the  kind  of  teachers  we  want.  The 
towns  which  give  their  children  only  the  amount  of  schooling 
which  the  law  compels,  are  diminishing  in  number,  and  are 
mostly  in  Berkshire  County.  I  suggest  that  it  is  time  for  the 
progressive  town  of  Rutland  to  move  out  of  that  class. 

It  should  be  added  that  our  present  teachers  are  proving 
efficient,  and  that  the  work  is  proceeding  as  satisfactorily  as  in 
any  previous  year  of  my  superintendency. 

The  High  School. — The  committee's  application  for  the  special 
State  grant  to  assist  the  town  in  maintaining  a  legal  high 
school,  was  acted  upon  favorably  by  the  State  Board,  and  the 
sum  of  §30®  was  received.  This  is  on  last  year's  account. 
The  school  has  not  yet  been,  inspected  for  the  present  year, 
but  Mr.  J.  W.  MacDonald,  the  agent  in  charge  of  the  matter, 
writes  me  as  follows: 

If  the  school  has  two  teachers,  keeps  forty  weeks,  and  I  find  the  pupils 
studious  and  the  teaching  efficient,  as  it  ought  to  be,  there  need  be  no  fear 
of  its  not  being  approved,  but  I  can  give  no  pledge  to  that  effect  till  I 
make  my  final  report. 

I  consider  the  condition  of  the  high  school  as  decidedly 
better  than  it  was  last  year,  and  therefore  expect  the  State 
grant  to  be  continued.  No  better  plan  than  the  present  one 
of  properly  providing  for  the  schooling  of  the  young  people 
who  reach  the  high  school  is  yet  available. 

The  length  of  the  high  school  year  is  now  by  law  forty 
weeks.  The  short  year  in  the  schools  below  renders  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  give  the  classes  entering  the  high  school 
adequate  preparation  for  the  advanced  work.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  difficulty  will  be  at  least  partially  remedied  soon. 

The  school  now  has  twenty-eight  pupils.  Sixteen  are  tak- 
ing the  Latin  course,  and  twelve  the  English.  A  class  of  five 
are  candidates  for  graduation  next  June.  In  both  the  amiount 
and  the  quality  of  the  work  they  will  have  completed,  they 
compare  favorably  with  graduating  classes  of  other  high 
schools. 
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OAKHAM. 

Attendance. — Three  schools  in  Oakham  are  above  any 
other  in  the  union  in  regularity  of  attendance.  They  are ,  in 
order,  Coldbrook,  at  95.8  per  cent.,  Centre  primary,  at  95,  and 
Centre  grammar,  at  94.7.  South  school,  Holden,  is  now 
fourth,  at  94.5. 

The  conditions  in  Oakham  are  not  exceptionally  favorable, 
and  the  result  seems  mainly  due  to  the  faithfulness  of  Oak- 
ham parents  and  the  sturdiness  of  the  children. 

Teachers.- — In  September,  Miss  Ruth  Butterfield  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  West  school  to  Coldbrook  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Blanche  Packard;  Miss 
Alma  Russell  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  West  school.  Mrs. 
Minnie  G.  Woodis  was  given  a  leave  of  absence  for  the  winter 
term  on  account  of  illness,  and  Miss  Nellie  Grueley  was  em- 
ployed as  a  substitute. 

The  problem  of  securing  teachers  for  the  Oakham  schools 
has  been  simplified'  by  the  employment  wholly  of  residents 
of  the  town.  This  practice,  when  followed  for  a  series  of 
years,  is  often  a  hindrance  to  progress.  Such  a  result  should 
be  guarded  against  by  requiring  in  local  candidates  as  high 
qualifications  as  to  scholarship,  training,  and  efficiency  as 
would  be  required  of  other  candidates.  Fortunately  the 
schools  of  Oakham  are  well  cared  for  in  this  respect. 

77) c  School  Year. — Oakham  still  belongs  to  the  small  class  of 
towns  which  limit  the  length  of  the  year's  schooling  to  the 
number  of  weeks  required  by  law.  According  to  the  last  re- 
port at  hand,  Rutland,  Charlton,  and  Westminster  are  the 
only  other  towns  in  Worcester  County  in  that  class.  Most 
of  the  remainder  are  in  Berkshire  County.  Of  Oakham's  near 
neighbors,  Bar  re,  Petersham,  and  New  Braintree  each  have 
thirty-six  weeks,  Paxton  thirty-seven  weeks,  Hubbardstfon 
thirty-five  weeks,  and  Phillipston  thirty-eight  weeks.  The 
average  length  of  the  year  for  the  whole  State  is  thirty-seven 
weeks,  or  five  more  than  the  law  requires. 

The  large  share  of  the  State  school  fund  now  enjoyed  by 
Oakham  and  oilier  small  towns,  makes  the  lengthening  of  the 
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year  financial!}'  feasible.  I  trust  that  the  town  is  now  ready 
to  take  this  advanced  step.  I  suggest  that  one  week  be 
added  to  the  coming  spring  term,  and  that  the  year  beginning 
in  September  be  at  least  thirty-five  weeks  long.  - 

PAXTON. 

Attendance. — The  figures  in  the  summary  show  that  the  town 
is  still  liosing  the  benefit  of  about  eleven  per  cent,  of  its  school 
expenditure  on  account  of  non-attendance.  Loss  on  this  ac- 
count has  been  reduced  during  the  year,  but  it  would  seem 
that  with  satisfactory  transportation  of  the  children  at  a 
distance  the  loss  might  be  reduced  much  more.  The  school 
registers  show  what  families  are  delinquent. 

Teachers. — The  intermediate  and  grammar  rooms  retain  the 
same  teachers,  but  the  primary  room  has  had  six  different 
teachers  in  two  years.  Miss  Minnie  Hodgkins  took  this  rloom 
in  September,  but  in  December  was  obliged  to  take  a  leave  of 
absence  on  account  of  illness.  Miss  Emma  L.  Brennan  is  act- 
ing as  substitute  till  Miss  Hodgkins'  return. 

Miscellaneous. — The  recommendation  of  previous  reports  for 
new  blackboards  in  all  the  rooms,  is  renewed.  A  cheaper  ma- 
terial than  natural  slate  might  be  used  if  desired. 

The  sch'ools  have  been  in  session  thirty-seven  weeks  since 
the  last  report.  This  lengthening  of  the  school  year  is  one 
of  the  ends  in  view  in  the  generous  aid  now  given  by  the  State 
to  the  small  towns. 

It  is  hoped  that  several  pupils  from  the  present  ninth  grade 
may  enter  a  Worcester  high  school  in  September  next. 

THE  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT. 

Every  town  and  city  in  Massachusetts  is  required  by  law 
to  employ  a  superintendent  of  schools.  Towns  having  a  val- 
uation of  less  than  two  and  one-half  million  dollars  are  re- 
quired to  form  unions  for  such  employment.  The  one  detail 
of  the  duties  of  the  superintendent  prescribed  by  law  is  the 
approval  of  "age  and  schooling  certificates,"  a  duty  which  has 
to  do  with  children  who  are  leaving  (lie  schools,  rathier  than 
with  those  who  are  in  tliejn.      The  superintendent's  other 
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functions  are  summed  up  by  the  law  in  the  phrase,  "the  care 
and  supervision  of  the  public  schools,"  and  these  functions 
are  to  be  exercised  "under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
committee." 

It  is  not  strange  that  the  three  hundred  fifty-three  school 
committees  of  the  Commonwealth  should  develop  divergent 
views  regarding  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  superintendent. 
In  some  cases  he  is  mainly  the  clerk  and  errand-boy  of  the 
committee;  in  others  the  committee  practically  delegate  to 
him  all  their  prerogatives.  Most  superintendents  find  them- 
selves, regarding  their  powers,  somewhere  between  these  two 
extremes. 

In  the  absence  of  legal  definition,  a  common  conception  of 
the  superintendent's  proper  function  is  growing  up  among  us. 
This  common  conception  should  be  found,  if  anywhere,  at  the 
office  of  the  Board  of  Education  at  the  State  House.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Board,  Mr.  George  H.  Martin,  in  the  last 
report,  thus  writes  regarding  the  superintendent: 

The  State  (in  making  supervision  compulsory)  has  simply  recognized  the 
fact  that  under  the  changed  conditions  of  civil  life,  education  has  become 
a  more  complex  process  than  it  used  to  be,  and  that  a  system  of  public 
schools,  to  be  effective,  must  have  the  same  kind  of  expert  service  that  has 
been  found  necessary  in  all  other  public  and  private  affairs  of  any  magni- 
tude. *  *  *  *  A  school  superintendent  is  a  person  whose  profession 
is  to  create  school  ideals,  to  set  up  school  standards,  and  to  hold  teachers 
up  to  them.  *  *  *  *  The  fact  remains  that  any  substantial  progress 
may  be  hoped  for  only  by  a  general  uplift  of  the  teachers  already  in  service. 
*  *  *  *  por  this  the  superintendents  are  primarily  responsible.  This 
is  what  they  are  for. 

The  superintendent  must  instruct  in  principles  and  train  in  practice. 
His  influence  must  be  to  enlighten,  to  stimulate,  to  encourage,  and  to  re- 
strain. The  means  will  be  private  advice  and  suggestions,  public  meetings, 
directions  as  to  books  to  be  read,  and  quiet  insistence  upon  study. 

Your  superintendent  recognizes  his  chief  function  as  hav- 
ing to  do  with  the  educational  side  of  school  work,  as  pointed 
out  by  Mr.  Martin.  His  committees  have  imposed  upon  him 
no  dirties  which  interfere  will)  lliis  function,  and  have  given 
him  all  the  powers  which  he  has  cared  to  use. 
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SUPERVISORY  METHODS. 

In  dealing  with  teachers,  the  superintendent  must  adapt 
his  methods  to,  general  conditions  and  to  individual  cases. 
Occasionally  he  finds  fossilization  so  far  advanced  that  at- 
tempts to  produce  marked  change  are  practically  useless.  But 
most  teachers  realize  the  possibility  and  necessity  of  perpet- 
ual growth  in  teaching  power,  and  welcome  whatever  may 
contribute  to  that  end.  Three  means  only  of  influencing  the 
growth  of  a  teacher  are  here  mentioned. 

School  Visitation. — Nearly  all  the  time  of  the  superintendent 
when  schools  are  in  session  is  spent  in  the  school  rooms. 
Here  the  work  is  observed,  classes  are  tested,  illustrative  les- 
sons given,  and  suggestions  in  teaching  and  management 
given  the  teacher.  Criticism  is  intended  to  be  constructive 
and  includes  praise  for  excellencies,  as  well  as  the  pointing 
out  of  errors.  Often  suggestions  are  written  in  a  book  kept 
for  the  purpose  in  every  teacher's  desk.  A  few  extracts  from 
these  books  will  give -an  idea  of  the  spirit  and  possible  matter 
of  the  superintendent's  suggestions: 

Did  you  know  that  you  are  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  common  habit  of 
"echoing"  pupils'  answers?  A  pupil  says  "five"  and  you  say  "five." 
Use  every  means  of  cutting  down  your  speech.  "Any  device  is  good  which 
shuts  the  mouth  of  the  teacher  and  opens  the  mouth  of  the  pupil."  Save 
your  words  for  the  well-planned  oral  lesson.    Then  they  will  count. 

The  appearance  of  your  school  to-day  and  your  own  style  and  manner 
impress  me  again  with  the  marked  gain  in  efficiency  you  have  made  this 
year.  Of  course  such  a  gain  is  the  result  of  thoughtful,  purposeful  effort. 
You  are  making  good  progress  ' '  along  the  infinite  line  of  unrealized  possi- 
bilities. ' ' 

The  neatness  evident  in  your  school  is  very  pleasing  to  me.  The  well 
arranged  pictures,  the  window  decorations,  the  tidy  desk,  the  nicely  cov- 
ered writing  books,  all  show  that  you  appreciate  the  value  of  training  chil- 
dren in  neatness. 

This  matter  of  getting  children  to  speak  distinctly  and  with  sufficient 
volume  to  be  heard  easily  by  anyone  not  accustomed  to  their  voices,  is  a 
difficult  problem,  but  you  can  solve  it.  Drill  on  a  short  memorized  selec- 
tion, with  a  view  of  building  up  an  ideal  of  good  speaking,  will  be  useful 
Let  me  hear  some  such  "memory  gems"  the  next  time  I  come.  I  think 
you  are  making  progress  in  the  matter.    Stick  to  it. 

Each  paragraph  above  is  taken  from  a  different  book. 
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The  Teacher's  Reading. — Suppose  you  were  to  ask  a  young 
man  who  has  just  put  out  a  sign  reading,  "John  Smith,  M.D.": 
"Sir,  did  ylou  ever  read  a  medical  book?"  You  would  excuse 
his  anger  at  the  absurd  question.  Yet  I  have  repeatedly 
asked  a  young  teacher,  "Have  you  ever  read  a  pedagogical 
book?"  The  answer  would  be  "No,"  with  no  sense  of  ab- 
surdity in  either  question  or  answer.  I  have  discovered  teach- 
ers of  many  years'  experience  who  could  hardly  distinguish 
a  pedagogical  book  from  any  other.  But  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury teacher  is  a  reader  of  the  large  and  growing  literature 
of  her  business.  Some  of  the  superintendent's  most  fruitful 
work  is  in  calling  attention  to  some  of  this  particularly  ap- 
propriate literature.  It  is  true  that  a  few  teachers  do  not 
read  it  unless  they  know  that  an  examination  on  it  is  pending, 
but  many  cases  have  been  met  where  the  surer  grasp  of  prin- 
ciples which  such  reading  has  given,  has  resulted  in  marked 
improvement  in  the  daily  school  room  work. 

Teachers''  Meetings. — Five  general  meetings  a  year  are  held 
in  each  town,  with  group  meetings  as  occasion  requires.  To 
make  the  meetings  more  valuable,  a  previous  study  of  topics 
is  usually  expected,  with  review  and  further  study  subse- 
quently. Teachers  are  expected  to  have  ideas  on  such  topics 
as  the  following,  and  to  hold  these  ideas  so  clearly  as  to  be 
able  to  state  and  apply  them: 

The  Aims  of  the  Language  Course,  Training  the  Power  of  Effective 
Speech,  A  Plan  for  Teaching  Penmanship,  The  True  Function  of  the  Text- 
book, The  Art  of  Book  Study — How  it 'is  Learned,  The  Meaning  of  Apper- 
ception, Applied  Apperception. 

Though  much  remains  to  be  desired,  I  may  safely  say  that 
for  "professional  spirit"  and  consequent  effort  for  improve- 
ment, the  group  of  teachers  in  3rour  service  compares  very 
favorably  with  any  similar  group  elsewhere. 

THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

In  last  year's  report  a  rather  full  outline  of  our  general 
plan  of  study  was  printed.  This  plan  includes  all  the  sub- 
jects required  by  law  and  several  others  that  are  firmly  es- 
tablished by  intelligent  public  opinion.  A  few  comments  on 
some  of  these  subjects  are  here  inserted. 
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Arithmetic. — During  the  year  a  complete  course  based  upon 
the  text-books  in  use  has  been  prepared  by  the  superintendent 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  teachers.  It  is  considered  as  good 
as  we  are  at  present  prepared  to  put  into  practice. 

Geography. — Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  begin- 
nings of  the  course  in  this  subject.  These  beginnings  should 
consist  largely  in  direct  observation  of  the  geographical  fea- 
tures to  be  found  in  the  pupil's  immediate  environment. 
Such  observation  is  the  best  possible  preparation  for  vital 
study  of  the  material  of  the  subject  which  is  beyond  direct 
observation. 

Physiology  and  Hygiene. — This  subject,  required  by  law,  is 
provided  for  by  a  series  of  at  least  thirty  oral  lessons  during 
the  winter.  Outlines  for  the  series  are  furnished  by  the  su- 
perintendent. The  oral  lessons  are  supplemented  by  the  use 
of  such  text-books  as  are  now  owned  by  the  towns.  'These 
books  are  very  old  and  deficient  in  number.  Fresh,  up-to-date 
books  in  the  subject  should  be  provided  for  the  upper  grades, 
at  least,  next  year. 

Nature-Study. — The  growing  prominence  of  this  subject  is 
indicated  by  the  recent  establishment  of  "The  Nature-Study 
Review,"  a  periodical  conducted  by  some  prominent  school 
men  and  specialists,  the  latter  including  our  own  Dr.  C.  F. 
Hodge  of  Clark  University. 

One  of  the  phases  of  nature-study  which  we  have  found 
most  productive  of  interest  and  profit,  is  the  study  of  living 
plants  in  the  school  room,  and  in  the  school  and  home  garden. 
Garden  wiork  has  been  somewhat  extended  during  the  year, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  become  more  general  during  the 
coming  year.  One  teacher,  in  her  "Report  of  Work"  book, 
thus  writes: 

Our  special  interest  and  pride  has  been  our  garden.  Each  child  waa 
given  a  plot  three  feet  square.  This  year  we  tried  to  have  some  system  in 
planting  the  seeds.  The  extra  time  and  pains  taken  were  quite  noticeable 
in  the  appearance  of  the  garden. 

Out  of  thirty-eight  children  in  my  room,  I  find  thirty  have  either  (lower 
or  vegetable  gardens  at  home.  All  the  children  have  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  work,  and  it  certainly  has  been  a  ri  al  pleasure  to  me. 
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Another  teacher  writes: 

For  the  extra  thought  and  care  involved  in  having  a  school  garden,  one 
is  more  than  repaid  when  she  sees  the  real  delight  expressed  in  many  child- 
ish ways.  *  *  *  *  Our  garden  was  not  only  a  never-failing  source  of 
pleasure,  but  a  most  excellent  help  from  an  ethical  point  of  view-.  *  *  *  * 
Sixty-one  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  in  the  Jefferson  school  had  home  gardens 
on  June  1st. 

Other  lines  of  nature-study  have  been  carried  on,  the  re- 
sults varying,  as  in  all  subjects,  with  the  varying  degree  of  in- 
telligence and  enterprise  in  the  several  teachers. 

Tocal  Music. — I  was  able  to  record  last  year  a  definite 
advance  in  the  systematic  teaching  of  this  subject.  This  year 
the  work  has  been  extended  till  about  seven-eighths  of  the 
children  lot  the  union  are  enjoying  the  benefit  of  lessons  in 
singing.  We  have  no  special  supervisor  of  the  subject,  as  is 
common  even  in  rural  towns,  but  at  present  most  teachers 
are  competent  without  one  to  do  work  decidedly  worth 
while.  A  supervisor  for  a  combination  of  towns  should  be  a 
development  of  the  future. 

One  definite  aim  in  supervision  of  instruction  is  to  keep  the 
course  well  balanced,  by  strengthening  the  weaker  spots  and 
restraining  tendency  to  excess  in  any  line.  One  of  the  chief 
difficulties  in  administering  a  course  of  study  is  the  need  of 
a  fuller  mastery  of  subjects  on  the  part  lof  teachers.  The 
problem  of  "enriching  the  course"  still  has  underlying  it  the 
problem  of  enriching  the  teacher. 

THE  COMPENSATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

Deplore  it  as  we  may,  the  "feminization"'  of  the  schools  is 
practically  complete.  In  seeking  a  teacher,  we  may  assume 
that  she  must  be  a  woman.  One  familiar  with  school  rotom 
needs  seeks  ;i  woman  of  mimst  physical  health,  of  good  per- 
sonal appearance,  of  refined  manners,  of  good  taste  in  dress, 
and  witl)  a  general  air  of  culture.  She  must  have  a  vigorous  infel- 
leel,  (ruined  to  service.  Her  business  is  to  train  other  minds. 
Broad  scholarship  is  needed,  for  her  business  is  to  lead  others 
in  many  fields  of  knowledge.  Bui  leaching  and  managing  a 
school  is  a  difficult  and  complex  art,  demanding  severe  pre- 
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liminary  training,  and  a  graduate  of  a  normal  school  is  de- 
sired. .  Perhaps  the  confidence  acquired  through  successful  ex- 
perience elsewhere  is  also  demanded. 

What  can  you  pay  for  the  services  of  this  paragon,  if  you 
find  her?  Can  you  assure  her  a  yearly  income  sufficient  to 
enable  her  to  live  as  her  work  and  station  in  society  requires, 
and  to  save  something  for  old  age  and  disability,  like  other 
skilled  workers?  Hardly.  In  the  Central  Worcester  Union 
to-day  she  may  receive  from  $288  to  $-432  per  year.  Few 
teachers  receive  more  than  $360. 

This  matter  of  teachers'  salaries  is  too  large  for  more  than' 
mere  mention  here.  Again  let  us  hear  from  the  State  House. 
Secretary  Martin  writes  on  this  subject: 

Higher  wages  would  tend  to  secure  all  the  elements  of  efficiency.  Abler 
persons  might  be  drawn  from  other  employments ;  teachers  could  afford  to 
spend  longer  time  in  preparation  and  so  gain  in  scholarship  and  training ; 
they  could  be  held  longer  in  service  and  so  gain  experience ;  and  they  could 
afford  to  avail  themselves  of  forms  of  self-culture  now  beyond  their  means, 
and  thus  grow  in  efficiency.  Fortunately  the  country  at  large  is  awakening, 
though  slowly,  to  the  fact  that  the  teachers  make  the  schools,  and  that  in 
the  last  analysis  the  success  of  the  public  school  system  is  a  matter  of 
wages. 

In  the  prevalent  discussion  of  the  salary  question,  appeals 
to  justice  and  philanthropy  very  properly  appear.  But  to 
rural  school  authorities  a  plain  business  proposition  ob- 
trudes itself.  Certain  very  important  work  must  be  done, 
and  a  certain  order  of  ability  is  required.  Persons  with  the 
requisite  ability  are  limited  in  number.  The  price  of  such 
ability  is  rising.  We  must  pay  the  price,  or  be  content  with 
less  valuable  service  than  we  desire. 


All  citizens  who  see  further  than  the  surface  of  things, 
agree  with  President  Eliot  when  he  says:  "The  function  of 
the  public  schools  remains  by  far  the  most  important  muni- 
cipal function  in  our  country."  Such  citizens  are  therefore 
interested  in  matters  affecting  the  schools,  and  I  trust  may 
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read  this  report.  The  closest  inspection  of  the  schools  them- 
selves in  actual  session  is  earnestly  invited. 

The  loyal  co-operation  of  my  associates  and  the  continued 
support  of  the  several  committees,  are  again  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  J.  JONES. 


Holden,  Mass.,  March  11,  1905. 
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